




Family Court Judge
The Family Court Judge oversees all 
family matters from orders of protection 
for domestic violence, adoptions, juvenile 
cases, child abuse and neglect, custody 
issues, child support, and other matters. 
This chart reflects the data from 1953 - 
present.

The County Clerk’s responsibilities include 
maintaining records and overseeing the 
clerical needs of the county. This chart 
reflects the data from 1953 - present.

County Clerk

County Comptroller
The County Comptroller acts as a 
financial oversight officer of the county, 
conducting audits and reviewing budgets 
as necessary. This chart reflects the 
data from 1953 - present.

The District Attorney is the chief 
prosecutor of the County. They assign Assis­
tant District Attorneys to criminal cases 
and ultimately determine whether to bring 
charges before a judge or grand jury. This 
chart reflects the data from 1953 - pre­
sent.

District Attorney
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Sheriff
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The County Sheriff is responsible for law 
enforcement activities on the county 
level and manages the sheriffs they 
oversee. This chart reflects the data 
from 1953 - present.
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TRAILBLAZING WOMEN OF NEW YORK 
Trailblazing Firsts:

Ruth Sears Baker Pratt of New York 
U.S. Representative 1929-1933

The first woman elected to the New York City Council, 
Congresswoman Ruth Pratt of New York was one of the few 
early Congresswomen to have prior experience in elective 
office. A government reformer and fiscal conservative, Pratt, 
on the eve the Great Depression, utilized her position as the 
first woman to serve on the New York City council to win a U.S. 
House seat representing Manhattan’s “silk stocking” district. 
Pratt rejoiced on election night: “I did not run as a woman. 
I ran for the Board of Aldermen and for Congress not as a 
woman but as a citizen.” When she took her seat in the 71st 
Congress, Pratt became the first woman to represent New 
York in the national legislature.

Ruth Sears Baker Pratt

Shirley Chisholm

Shirley Chisholm of New York 
U.S. Representative 1969-1983 
Presidential Candidate 1972

In 1968, Shirley Chisholm made history by becoming the 
United States’ first African-American congresswoman, begin­
ning the first of seven terms in the House of Representatives. 
After initially being assigned to the House Forestry Committee, 
she shocked many by demanding reassignment. She was 
placed on the Veterans' Affairs Committee, eventually graduat­
ing to the Education and Labor Committee. Chisholm became 
one of the founding members of the Congressional Black Cau­
cus in 1969, and championed minority education and employ­
ment opportunities throughout her tenure in Congress.

Chisholm went on to make history yet again, becoming the 
first African American and the second woman to make a bid 
for the U.S. presidency with a major party when she ran for the 
Democratic nomination in 1972.

22



Geraldine Ferraro of New York 
U.S. Representative 1979-1985 
Vice Presidential Candidate Nominee 1984

Geraldine A. Ferraro was a member of Congress and the first 
woman to run for the U.S. vice presidency on a major party 
platform. Ferraro worked as an assistant district attorney be­
fore being elected as a Democrat to the U.S. House of Repre­
sentatives in 1978. Ferraro was the first woman to chair her 
party's 1984 platform committee and the first female vice 
presidential nominee, running with Walter Mondale.

Geraldine ferraro

Mary Anne Krupsak of New York 
Lieutenant Governor 1975-1978

In 1974, she became the first woman elected to statewide 
office as Lieutenant Governor of New York. A graduate of the 
University of Rochester, Krupsak began her career working for 
Governor Harriman, but would spend almost a decade working 
in the New York State Assembly and Senate. Her years in 
State office were marked by strong leadership and social ad­
vocacy. She worked tirelessly to promote women’s rights, 
sponsoring legislation to modify evidentiary requirements for 
rape trials and introduced a resolution declaring February 15, 
1974 “Susan B. Anthony Day.” As Lieutenant Governor, 
Krupsak made government more accessible and efficient, 
traveling the state to address the issues of all New Yorkers 
and suggesting ways to cut down on government waste. In 
1978, Krupsak challenged her former running mate, Hugh L. 
Carey, for the Democratic nomination for Governor but was 
defeated in the primary.

Mary Anne Krupsak
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Louise Slaughter of New York 
U.S. Representative 1987-2018

Louise M. Slaughter was the first female chair of the House 
Rules Committee and one of the longest-serving Democrats in 
Congress. As the top Democrat on the committee that set 
terms of House floor debate, she often sparred with her GOP 
colleagues about policy, often late into the night. But Republi­
cans on the panel respected her and regarded her as a fierce 
protector of her party's agenda. She was the author of land­
mark pieces of legislation in Congress, including one that 
barred members of Congress from insider trading, and was 
the co-author of the Violence Against Women Act.

Louise Slaughter
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HISTORIC NEW YORK SUFFRAGISTS

A Brooklyn-born suffragist 

and educator. Smith was 

the first African American 

woman to found a 

suffrage organization (the 

Equal Suffrage League). 

She was also the first 

black woman to become a 

principal in the New York 

public school system.

Sarah J. Smith 
Thompson Garnet 

1835-1911

After her meeting with 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton in 

1851 (Anthony was not at 

the famous Seneca Falls 

convention), the women 

formed a life-long 

partnership campaigning 

for women’s rights.

Susan Brownell Anthony 

1820-1906

Gage was a suffragist 

Native American activist, 

freethinker, and author 

raised in an abolitionist 

household. She. along 

with Susan B. Anthony and 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 

was a founding member of 

the National Woman 

Suffrage Association and 

served in various offices of 

that organization.

Matilda Joslyn Gage 
1826-1898

A  Polish immigrant 
Schneideimanwasa 

renowned feminist, labor 

activist, talented organiz­

er and speaker based in 

New York City. She was a 

leaderof The Women's 

Trade Union League.

which supported 

Women's Suffrage by 

achieving gains for 

wotking class women.

Rose Schneiderman 

1882-1972

Bloomer was Women's 

Rights and temperance 

advocate bom in Homer. 

NY. She was the editor 

of the first newspaper for 

women. The Lily, a 

publication of the 

Seneca Falls Ladies 

Temperance Society 

from 1849-1853.

Amelia Bloomer 
1818-1894

Belmont was a strategist 
organizerand major 

financial supporter of the 

Suffrage Movement 

She founded the Political 

Equality League and 

co-founded the National 

Women's Party for whom 

she bought headquarters in 

Washington. DC.

Alva Vanderbilt Belmont 

1853-1933




