











Strengthening the Safety Net for the Unemployed: e Recovery Act provided incentives for states to update
antiquated unemployment laws to make unemployment assistance available to more American workers. ese
updates encouraged states to provide unemployment insurance bene ts to those seeking part-time work (who
are disproportionately women), and to workers who leave their jobs to care for a sick or disabled loved one, or to
escape a violent domestic relationship. Because of the modernization e orts in the Recovery Act, an estimated
200,000 unemployed Americans received bene ts they would not otherwise have received.

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey, preliminary 2010 annual average data.
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