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Highlights

The S&E workforce has shown sustained growth for
over half a century, and growth is projected to continue
into the future.

¢ The number of workers in S&E occupations grew from
about 182,000 in 1950 to 5.5 million in 2007. This rep-
resents an average annual growth rate of 6.2%, nearly 4
times the 1.6% growth rate for the total workforce older
than age 18 during this period.

4 More recently, from 2004 to 2007, S&E workforce
growth averaged 3.2% but was still twice as high as that
of the total U.S. workforce.

4 The sustained U.S. S&E workforce growth rests largely
on three factors: increased S&E degree production, im-
migration of scientists and engineers, and few retirements
because of the relative youth of the S&E workforce com-
pared to the total U.S. workforce.

Scientists and engineers can be categorized in many

ways, including by occupation and by degree field.

4 Defined by occupation, the U.S. S&E workforce totaled
between 4.3 million and 5.8 million people in 2006.

4 Individuals with an S&E bachelor’s degree or higher
(16.6 million) or whose highest degree was in S&E (12.4
million) substantially outnumbered those working in
S&E occupations.

4 The majority of those with an S&E degree but working in
non-S&E occupations report that their jobs are related to
their degree.

R&D is an important activity for the S&E workforce.

¢ The majority of S&E degree holders who report R&D
as a major work activity have bachelor’s degrees as their
highest degree (53%); only 12% have doctorates.

4 Engineering degree holders comprise more than one-third
(36%) of the total R&D workforce; those with degrees in
computer sciences and mathematics constitute another 17%.

4 Well above half of doctorate holders in most S&E fields
report participating in R&D; the exception is those with
social science doctorates.

4 Among all scientists and engineers named on patent ap-
plications from fall 1998 to fall 2003, 41% held a bache-
lor’s degree, 31% a master’s degree, and 24% a doctorate.

Scientists and engineers work for all types of employers.

4 For-profit firms employed 47% of all individuals whose high-
est degree is in S&E but only 28% of S&E doctorate holders.

¢ Academic institutions employed about 42% of individu-
als with S&E doctorates, including those in postdocs or
other temporary positions.

4 About 17% of employed workers whose highest degree
was in S&E (1.7 million workers) reported they were
self-employed in 2006, with two-thirds in incorporated
businesses.

S&E occupations are found throughout industry.

4 Industries with above-average proportions of S&E jobs
tend to pay higher average salaries to both their S&E and
non-S&E workers.

4 Small firms are important employers of those with sci-
ence or engineering degrees. Firms with fewer than 100
persons employ 36% of them.

Aging and retirement patterns are likely to alter the
composition of the S&E labor force.

4 Absent changes in degree production, immigration, and
retirement patterns, the number of S&E-trained persons
in the workforce will continue to grow, but at a slowing
rate, as more S&E workers reach traditional retirement
age (26% were older than age 50 in 2000).

# Across all S&E degree levels, by age 61 about half of
S&E workers are no longer working full time; for doctor-
ate holders, half no longer work full time by age 66.

4 A much larger proportion of doctorate holders than those
with bachelor’s and master’s degrees are near retirement age.

Women remain underrepresented in the S&E workforce,
although to a lesser degree than in the past.

4 Women constituted two-fifths (40%) of those with S&E
degrees in 2006, but their proportion is smaller in most
S&E occupations.

4 As more women than men have entered the S&E work-
force over the decades, their proportion in S&E occupa-
tions rose from 12% in 1980 to 27% in 2007.

4 Women in the S&E workforce are on average younger
than men, suggesting that larger proportions of men than
of women may retire in the near future, thus changing
these sex ratios.

The proportion of blacks and Hispanics in the S&E labor
force is lower than their proportion in the general popu-
lation; the reverse is true for Asians/Pacific Islanders.

4 The proportions of blacks and Hispanics in S&E occupa-
tions have continued to grow over time. However, these
groups remain underrepresented relative to their propor-
tions in the total population.

4 Blacks, Hispanics, and other underrepresented minori-
ties together constitute 24% of the U.S. population, 13%
of college graduates, and 10% of the college-degreed in
S&E occupations.

4 The proportion of blacks in nonacademic S&E occupa-
tions was 3% in 1980 and 5% in 2007; that of Hispanics
was 2% and 4%, respectively.
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4 Atthe doctoral level, blacks, Hispanics, and American In-
dians/Alaska Natives combined represented just over 4%
of employment in nonacademic S&E occupations in 1990
and 6% in 2007.

# Asian/Pacific Islanders constitute 5% of the U.S. popula-
tion, 7% of college graduates, and 14% of those in S&E
occupations; most of them (82%) are foreign born.

Workers with S&E degrees or occupations tend to earn
more than other comparable workers.

4 Half of the workers in S&E occupations earned $70,600
or more in 2007, more than double the median earnings
($31,400) of the total U.S. workforce.

¢ Workers with S&E degrees, regardless of their occupa-
tions, earn more than workers with comparable-level de-
grees in other fields.

Especially at lower education levels, people whose work is as-
sociated with S&E are less often exposed to unemployment.

4 Unemployment rates for those in S&E occupations tend
to be lower than those for all college-degreed individuals
and much lower than those of persons with less than a
bachelor’s degree.

4 Unemployment data through September 2009 illustrate
the advantages occurring to those whose jobs involve
S&E: 9.7% unemployment for all workers, 7.6% for
S&E technicians and computer programmers, 5.4% for
all bachelor’s degree holders, and 5.5% for those in S&E
occupations.

4 For the 12 months beginning in September 2008, unem-
ployment rates rose sharply for all workers, moving from
6.1% t0 9.7%. Substantial increases occurred for techni-
cians and programmers (4.9 percentage points) and work-
ers in S&E occupations (3.3 percentage points), which
exceeded those for all bachelor degree holders (2.3 per-
centage points).

4 The unemployment rates for S&E doctorate holders are
generally much lower than for those at other degree levels.

Postdoc positions are increasingly common, but their
frequency is different in different disciplines.

4 The total number of postdocs in the United States is un-
known. About half of the known postdocs in 2005 are in
the biological and other life sciences.

4 The incidence of individuals taking S&E postdoc posi-
tions during their careers has risen, from about 31% of
those with a pre-1972 doctorate to 46% of those receiving
their doctorate in 2002—-05.

4 A majority of doctorate holders in the life or physical sci-
ences now have a postdoc position as part of their career
path; so do 30% or more of doctorate holders in mathemat-
ics and computer sciences, social sciences, and engineering.

¢ 3-7

The importance of foreign-born scientists and engineers to
the S&E enterprise in the United States continues to grow.

¢ Twenty-five percent of all college-educated workers in
S&E occupations in 2003 were foreign born, as were 40%
of doctorate holders in S&E occupations.

4 More than 40% of all university-educated foreign-born
workers had their highest degree from a foreign institu-
tion, up from about half that percentage before the 1980s.

4 From 2003 to 2007, the shares of the foreign born among
master’s degree and doctorate holders rose 2 percentage
points each.

4 About half of all foreign-born scientists and engineers are
from Asia, including: 16% from India; 11% from China; 4%
to 6% each from the Philippines, South Korea, and Taiwan.

¢ More than a third of U.S.-resident doctorate holders come
from China (22%) and India (14%).

The number of most types of temporary work visas issued
to high-skilled workers has continued to increase from
their post-9/11 lows.

¢ More temporary visas are issued than are used.

4 H-1B temporary work visas are restricted to 65,000 an-
nually, with 20,000 exemptions for students earning U.S.
master’s degrees or doctorates and further exemptions for
U.S. academic and research institutions in their own hiring.

4 Over two-thirds of H-1B visas were issued for S&E occu-
pations, with a large portion of the remainder for closely
related work.

4 More than half of all H-1B visa recipients were from In-
dia; Asian citizens made up three-quarters of all H-1B
visa recipients.

Most foreign doctoral students choose to remain in the
United States after earning their degree.

@ The 5-year stay rate for foreign doctoral students showed
a small decline: 62% of 2002 doctorate recipients were in
the country in 2007, down from 65% for the class of 2000
but remaining near its record high.

4 Overall declines in stay rates reflect lower rates for doctor-
ate recipients from some countries (e.g., Taiwan, Japan,
and India), whereas stay rates for students from other
countries (e.g., the United Kingdom and Germany) in-
creased.

4 Tentative evidence suggests that foreign students who re-
ceive their doctorates from highly rated departments may
have long-term (5-year) stay rates that are below the rates
for those who receive their doctorates from less highly re-
puted departments.
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The capability to work in science and technology has in-
creased throughout the world.

# There are no comprehensive measures of the global S&E
labor force, but fragmentary data suggest that the U.S.
world share is continuing to decline.

4 Data on the number of researchers compiled by the Or-
ganisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD) show moderate average growth from 1995 to
2007 for established scientific nations and regions, in
contrast to rapid growth in selected developing regions.

4 Over about a decade, the estimated number of U.S. re-
searchers rose by 40% to about 1.4 million in 2007, that
of the European Union to 1.4 million, and Japan’s to
about 710,000.

Chapter 3. Science and Engineering Labor Force

4 The number of researchers in China rose to an estimated
1.4 million, comparable to the estimates for the EU-27
and the United States.

R&D employment of multinational companies (MNCs)
has been increasing.

4 In 2004 U.S.-based MNCs employed about 854,000 re-
search and development (R&D) workers globally, 16% of
them overseas in majority-owned subsidiaries, compared
with about 727,000 researchers in 1994 (14% of them
overseas).

4 From 1994 to 2004, R&D employment of foreign-based
MNC s in the United States rose from about 90,000 to
129,000.
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Introduction

Chapter Overview

Like most developed economies, the United States in-
creasingly depends on a technically skilled workforce,
including scientists and engineers. Workers for whom
knowledge and skill in S&E are central to their jobs have an
effect on the economy and the wider society that is dispro-
portionate to their numbers: they contribute to research and
development, increased knowledge, technological innova-
tion, and economic growth. Moreover, the knowledge and
skills associated with science and engineering have diffused
across occupations and become more important in jobs that
are not traditionally associated with S&E.

Chapter Organization

This chapter has five major sections. The first describes dif-
ferent measures of the U.S. S&E workforce by occupation, edu-
cation, and technical expertise needed on the job. It also presents
a discussion of the size and growth of the S&E workforce.

The second section examines employment patterns. This
includes discussion of the types of jobs that S&E degree
holders have, where they work, and what they do on the job.

S&E labor force demographics are the subject of the third
section. Topics include the age distribution and retirement
patterns of the S&E labor force, trends in the participation
of women and underrepresented racial/ethnic minorities,
and the continuing importance of foreign-born, and often
foreign-educated, scientists and engineers.

The fourth section presents measures of recent S&E la-
bor market conditions. It includes measures of earnings and
unemployment, indicators which are applicable to all seg-
ments of the labor market. In addition, it reports data on the
proportion of S&E-trained workers who are involuntarily
working outside of their field. Because highly educated
S&E workers often prefer, but cannot always find, work that
uses knowledge and skills related to their education, varia-
tions in this measure can be a valuable indicator of labor
market conditions for these workers. For recent S&E doc-
toral recipients, data on academic employment and postdoc
appointments are also presented.

High-quality data on the global S&E labor force are quite
sparse. The available data are presented in the final section.
It includes data on the growth in S&E human capital across
most of the globe and on the increasing importance of inter-
national movements of highly skilled workers to developed
nations and elsewhere. This section also includes a more de-
tailed discussion of the globalization of the U.S. S&E work-
force, about which there are relatively more complete data.

Scope of the S&E Workforce

Measures of the S&E Workforce

The terms scientist and engineer can include very differ-
ent sets of workers. This section presents three types of
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measures that can be used to estimate the size and describe
the characteristics of the U.S. S&E labor force.! Different
categories of measures are better adapted for addressing
some questions than others, and not all general population
and workforce surveys include questions in each category.

Occupation

U.S. federal occupation data classify workers by the ac-
tivities or tasks they primarily perform in their jobs. The Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics’ (BLS’s) Occupational Employment
Statistics (OES) survey collects data that rely on employers
to classify their workers using standard occupational defi-
nitions. Census Bureau and National Science Foundation
(NSF) occupational data in this chapter come from surveys
in which individuals supplied information about job titles
and/or work activities. This information enables jobs to be
coded into standard occupational categories.

Although there is no standard definition of an S&E occu-
pation, NSF has developed a widely used set of occupational
categories that it calls S&E occupations. These occupations
are generally associated with a bachelor’s level of knowl-
edge and education in S&E fields. A second set of occu-
pations, S&E-related occupations, also require some S&E
knowledge or training, but not necessarily as a required cre-
dential or at the bachelor’s degree level. Examples of such
occupations are S&E technicians or managers of the S&E
enterprise who may supervise people working in S&E occu-
pations. Other occupations, although classified as non-S&E,
may include individuals who use their S&E technical exper-
tise in their work. Examples include salespeople who sell
specialized research equipment to chemists and biologists
and technical writers who edit scientific publications. The
NSF occupational classification of S&E, S&E-related, and
non-S&E occupations appears in table 3-1.

Other general terms, including science, technology, en-
gineering, or mathematics (STEM), science and technology
(S&T), and science, engineering, and technology (SET), are
often used to designate the part of the labor force that works
with S&E. These terms are broadly equivalent and have no
standard meaning.

In this chapter, the narrow classification of S&E occu-
pations is sometimes expanded to include S&E technicians,
computer programmers, S&E managers, and a small num-
ber of non-health S&E-related occupations such as actuary
and architect. This broader grouping is referred to here as
STEM occupations.

Education

The pool of S&E workers could also be identified in
terms of educational credentials. Individuals who possess an
S&E degree, whose highest degree is in S&E, or whose most
recent degree is in S&E may be qualified to hold jobs that
require S&E knowledge and skills and may choose to seek
such jobs if they do not currently hold them. However, a fo-
cus on people with relevant educational credentials includes
individuals who do not hold jobs that are generally identi-
fied with S&E and are not likely to seek them in the future.
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Table 3-1

Classification of degree field and occupation

Chapter 3. Science and Engineering Labor Force

Classification of occupation

Classification  Degree field Occupation STEM (X) S&T (X)
S&E Computer and mathematical sciences Computer and mathematical scientists X X
Biological, agricultural, and Biological, agricultural and
environmental life sciences environmental life scientists X X
Physical sciences Physical scientists X X
Social sciences Social scientists X X
Engineering Engineers X X
S&E postsecondary teachers X X
S&E-related Health fields Health-related occupations
Science and math teacher education S&E managers X
Technology and technical fields S&E precollege teachers
Architecture S&E technicians and technologists X X
Actuarial science Architects
Actuaries
S&E-related postsecondary teachers
Non-S&E Management and administration Non-S&E managers

Education (except science and math
teacher education)

Social services and related fields

Sales and marketing

Arts and humanities

Other fields

Management-related occupations
Non-S&E precollege teachers
Non-S&E postsecondary teachers
Social services occupations
Sales and marketing occupations
Arts and humanities occupations
Other occupations

S&T = science and technology; STEM = science, technology, engineering, and mathematics

NOTES: Designations STEM and S&T refer to occupation only. For a more detailed classification of occupations and degrees by S&E, S&E-related,
and non-S&E, see National Science Foundation, Division of Science Resources Statistics (NSF/SRS), Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data System

(SESTAT), http://sestat.nsf.gov/docs/occ03maj.html and http://sestat.nsf.gov/docs/ed03maj.html.

Workers with degrees in S&E may not have maintained cur-
rent knowledge of the fields in which they were trained, may
lack interest in working in jobs that require skills associated
with S&E education, or may have advanced in their careers
to a point where other skills have become more important.

S&E Technical Expertise

The S&E workforce may also be defined by the expertise
required to perform a job or the extent to which job require-
ments are related to formal training in S&E. Many people,
including some outside S&E occupations or without S&E de-
grees, report that their jobs require at least a bachelor’s degree
level of technical expertise in engineering, computer sciences,
mathematics, the natural sciences, or social sciences (S&E
technical expertise). Unlike defining the S&E workforce by
occupational groupings or educational credentials, defining
it by the use of technical knowledge, skills, or expertise in-
volves assessing the content and characteristics of individual
jobs. However, it also involves asking survey respondents to
make a complex judgment about their jobs and apply a crite-
rion that they are likely to interpret differently.
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Size of the S&E Workforce

Defined by occupation, the U.S. S&E workforce totaled
between 4.3 million and 5.8 million people in 2006 (table
3-2). Those in S&E occupations who also had bachelor’s
degrees were estimated at between 4.3 million (Census Bu-
reau 2007) and 5.0 million (NSF, Division of Science Re-
sources Statistics [SRS], Scientists and Engineers Statistical
Data System [SESTAT]).> SESTAT’s 2006 estimates for
individuals with an S&E degree at the bachelor’s level or
higher (16.6 million) or whose highest degree was in S&E
(12.4 million) were substantially higher than the number of
current workers in S&E occupations. Many of those whose
highest degree is in S&E reported that their job, although not
in an occupation classified as S&E, was closely or somewhat
related to their highest degree (1.95 million closely related
and 2.02 million somewhat related). Counting these people,
along with those in S&E occupations, as part of the S&E
workforce increases by 80% the size of the estimate by oc-
cupation alone.

The 2003 SESTAT surveys provide the most recent
estimate for a different subjective assessment of S&E
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Table 3-2
Measures and counts of S&E workforce: 2003 and 2006
Measure Education coverage Data source Number
Occupation
Employment in S&E occupations ..........ccceeeeveerieeriiennenns All 2006 BLS OES 4,962,000
Employment in S&E occupations ..........ccceeevveerneerieeenenns Bachelor’s and above 2006 NSF/SRS SESTAT 5,024,000
Employment in S&E occupations .... .. Bachelor’'s and above 2006 Census Bureau ACS 4,262,000
Employment in S&E occupations ...........cccccveeevieeeieeeenee. All 2006 Census Bureau ACS 5,771,000
Education
At least one degree in S&E field .........ccceeveieiiiniiieneee Bachelor’s and above 2006 NSF/SRS SESTAT 16,602,000
Highest degree in S&E field ........cccceevueriieiiiiiiiiiecieeeee Bachelor’s and above 2006 NSF/SRS SESTAT 12,436,000
Employed and job closely related to highest degree....... Bachelor’s and above 2006 NSF/SRS SESTAT 4,540,000
JOD IS TN S&E ... Bachelor’s and above 2006 NSF/SRS SESTAT 2,590,000
Job is something other than S&E..........c.ccccerveeriennan Bachelor’s and above 2006 NSF/SRS SESTAT 1,950,000
Employed and job somewhat
related to highest degree Bachelor’s and above 2006 NSF/SRS SESTAT 3,045,000
JobisSiNn S&E ......cccovvvvveeeeeeieinne .. Bachelor’s and above 2006 NSF/SRS SESTAT 1,026,000
Job is something other than S&E..........ccccccevveerienns Bachelor’s and above 2006 NSF/SRS SESTAT 2,019,000
Employment requires bachelor’s level S&E technical expertise in —
One or more S&E fields......cceviiiiiiiiiie e Bachelor’s and above 2003 NSF/SRS SESTAT and NSCG 12,855,000
Engineering, computer science, math,
OF NAUral SCIENCES........uvveriieiieeeieccirieeee e e e eeeanraneeees Bachelor’s and above 2003 NSF/SRS SESTAT and NSCG 9,215,000
STe ol F= UK=Yl =Y o[-t Bachelor’s and above 2003 NSF/SRS SESTAT and NSCG 5,335,000

ACS = American Community Survey; BLS = Bureau of Labor Statistics; OES = Occupational and Employment Statistics; NSF/SRS = National Science
Foundation, Division of Science Resources Statistics; SESTAT = Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data System; NSCG = National Survey of College

Graduates

SOURCES: BLS, 2006 OES Survey; Census Bureau, 2006 ACS; and NSF/SRS, 2006 SESTAT integrated file and special analytic file comprising 2003

SESTAT integrated file and 2003 NSCG.

work—whether jobs require technical expertise at the bach-
elor’s degree level or higher in S&E fields. According to
these surveys, 12.9 million bachelor’s degree holders report-
ed that their jobs required at least this level of expertise in
one or more S&E fields. This contrasts with 2003 SESTAT
estimates of 4.8 million in S&E occupations and 11.9 mil-
lion whose highest degree is in an S&E field.

Growth of the S&E Workforce

However defined, the S&E workforce has for decades
grown faster than the total workforce. Defined by occupa-
tion, growth in the S&E workforce can be examined over
nearly 6 decades using Census Bureau data. (For a discus-
sion of longer periods, see the sidebar “Scientists Since
Babylon.”) The number of workers in S&E occupations
grew from about 182,000 in 1950 to 5.5 million in 2007.
This represents an average annual growth rate of 6.2%,
nearly 4 times the 1.6% growth rate for the total workforce
older than age 18 during this period. The somewhat broad-
er category of S&T occupations grew from 205,000 to 6.5
million (figure 3-1).

In each decade, the growth rate of S&E occupations ex-
ceeded that of the total workforce (figure 3-2). During the
1960s, 1980s, and 1990s, the difference in growth rates was
very large (about 3 times the rate for the total labor force). It
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was smallest during the slower growth period of the 1970s
and between 2000 and 2007. S&E occupational employ-
ment has grown from 2.6% of the workforce in 1983 to 4.3%
of all employment in 2007 (figure 3-3).

Recent OES employment estimates for workers in S&E
occupations indicate that the S&E workforce is continu-
ing to grow faster than the total workforce (see table 3A in
sidebar “Scientists Since Babylon”). The OES estimate was
5.6 million in May 2007, up 9.9% from the May 2004 to-
tal of 5.1 million. This implies an average annual growth
rate of 3.2%, about double the 1.6% average annual increase
in employment in all occupations. During the same period,
the broader STEM aggregate (including technicians, S&E
managers, etc.) reached 7.6 million in May 2007 but grew at
an average annual rate of 2.2%—slower than S&E occupa-
tions because of employment declines for both technicians/
programmers and S&E managers. OES projections are that
S&E occupations will continue to grow at a faster rate than
the total workforce. (See sidebar, “Projected Growth of Em-
ployment in S&E Occupations.”)

Between 1980 and 2000, although the number of S&E
degree holders in the workforce grew more than the number
of people working in S&E occupations, degree production
in all broad categories of S&E fields rose at a slower pace
than employment in S&E jobs (figure 3-4; see chapter 2 for a
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Scientists Since Babylon

In the early 1960s, a prominent historian of science,
Derek J. de Solla Price, examined the growth of science
and the number of scientists over very long periods in
history and summarized his findings in a book entitled
Science Since Babylon (1961). Using a number of em-
pirical measures (most over at least 300 years), Price
found that science, and the number of scientists, tended
to double about every 15 years, with measures of higher
quality science and scientists tending to grow slower
(doubling every 20 years) and measures of lower qual-
ity science and scientists tending to grow faster (every
10 years).

According to Price (1961), one implication of this
long-term exponential growth is that “80 to 90% of all
the scientists that ever lived are alive today.” This in-
sight follows from the likelihood that most of the scien-
tists from the past 45 years (a period of three doublings)
would still be alive. Price was interested in many impli-
cations of these growth patterns, but in particular, he was
interested in the idea that this growth could not continue
indefinitely and the number of scientists would reach
“saturation.” Price was concerned in 1961 that saturation
had already begun.

Table 3-A

Growth rates for selected S&E labor force measurements

How different are the growth rates in the number of
scientists and engineers in recent periods from what Price
estimated for past centuries? Table 3-A shows growth
rates for some measurements of the S&E labor force in
the United States and elsewhere in the world for a period
of available data. Of these measures, the number of S&E
doctorate holders in the United States labor force showed
the lowest average annual growth of 2.4% (doubling in
31 years if this growth rate were to continue). The num-
ber of doctorate holders employed in S&E occupations in
the United States showed a faster average annual growth
of 3.8% (doubling in 20 years if continued). There are no
global counts of individuals in S&E, but counts of “re-
searchers” in member countries of the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) grew
at an average annual rate of 3.3% (doubling in 23 years if
continued). Data on the population of scientists and engi-
neers in most developing countries are very limited, but
OECD data for researchers in China show a 10.8% aver-
age annual growth rate (doubling in 8 years if continued).
All these numbers are broadly consistent with a continua-
tion of growth in S&E labor exceeding the rate of growth
in the general labor force.

Average annual

Measurement Source Years Firstyear Lastyear growth rate (%)
Researchers in OECD countries..........cccovuvveeeeeeeeeeccinvnnnenns OECD 1995-2005 2,815,000 3,880,000 3.3
College graduates in the U.S. in S&E occupations

(except postsecondary teachers).......ccceeveeeieriieiiennns U.S. Census 1990-2005 200,000 390,000 4.6
Doctorate holders in the U.S. in S&E occupations

(except postsecondary teachers).......ccccceeveeevieriieriennane U.S. Census 1990-2005 2,362,000 4,111,000 3.8
Workers with highest degree in S&E who report job

related to degree NSF/SRS SESTAT 1993-2006 5,342,000 7,585,000 2.7
S&E doctorate holders in U.S.........ccccoceiiiieneens . NSF/SRS SESTAT 1993-2006 590,000 803,000 2.4
S&E bachelor’s degree and above holders in U.S. ............ NSF/SRS SESTAT 1993-2006 11,022,000 16,602,000 3.2

Statistical

Engineers in Japan.........ccccoeeiieiiiiiiiiie e Yearbook Japan 1980-2000 686,662 1,687,795 4.6
Researchers in China OECD 2000-07 695,000 1,423,400 10.8

NSF/SRS = National Science Foundation, Division of Science Resources Statistics; OECD = Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development;

SESTAT = Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data System

SOURCES: NSF/SRS, SESTAT database, 1993 and 2003, http://sestat.nsf.gov; Census Bureau, Public Use Microdata Sample, 1990; American
Community Survey, 2005; and OECD, Main Science and Technology Indicators (2009/1).
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Figure 3-1
Employment in S&T occupations: 1950-2007

Employees (millions)

7
"""" All S&T employees
| — s&E A
g |- ~~"" Life scientists
=== Physical scientists
T — Engineers
) Computer/mathematical scientists

Social scientists .
Technicians/computer programmers .«

et

0 ' =
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S&T = science and technology

NOTE: Data include bachelor’s degrees or higher in science
occupations, some college and above in engineering occupations,
and any education level for technicians and computer programmers.
No estimates available below level of S&E and S&T from the 2007
American Community Survey.

SOURCE: Lowell BL, Regets M, A half-century snapshot of the
STEM workforce, 1950 to 2000, Commission on Professionals in
Science and Technology, STEM Workforce Data Project: White
Paper No. 1 (2006); and Census Bureau, American Community
Survey (2007).
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fuller discussion of S&E degrees). During this period, S&E
employment grew from 2.1 million to 4.8 million (4.2% av-
erage annual growth), while total S&E degree production
increased from 526,000 to 676,000 (1.5% average annual
growth). Except for mathematics, computer sciences, and
the social sciences, the growth rate for advanced degrees
was higher than for bachelor’s degrees.

This growth in the S&E labor force was largely made pos-
sible by the following three factors: (1) increases in U.S. S&E
degrees earned by both native and foreign-born students who
entered the labor force, (2) temporary and permanent migra-
tion to the United States of those with foreign S&E education,
and (3) the relatively small proportion of scientists and engi-
neers leaving the S&E labor force because they had reached
retirement age. Many have expressed concerns about the ef-
fects of changes in any or all of these factors on the future of
the U.S. S&E labor force (see NSB 2003).
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Figure 3-2

Average annual growth rates of total workforce
and workforce in S&E occupations: 1960-2007
Percent
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>18 years old

1960-70 1970-80 1980-90  1990-2000  2000-07

SOURCE: University of Michigan, Integrated Public Use Microdata
Series, 1960-2000 Decennial Census files and 2007 American
Community Survey, http://usa.ipums.org/usa/, special tabulations.
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Figure 3-3
U.S. workforce in S&E occupations: 1983-2007
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SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, special tabulations from Bureau of Labor
Statistics, Current Population Survey Monthly Outgoing Rotation files
(1983-2007).
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Employment Patterns

This section describes the distribution of members of the
S&E labor force in the economy. In view of the disjunction
between S&E occupations and S&E degrees, this discussion
begins with an analysis of data on the educational charac-
teristics of those in S&E occupations and the occupations
of workers with S&E degrees. It then describes the insti-
tutional sectors in which members of the S&E labor force
are employed and provides industry breakdowns within the
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Projected Growth of Employment in S&E Occupations

Projections of employment growth are notoriously
difficult to make, and the present economic environ-
ment makes them even more uncertain. Conceivably,
the worldwide economic crisis will produce long-term
changes in employment patterns and trends. The reader
is cautioned that the assumptions underlying projec-
tions such as these, which rely on past empirical rela-
tionships, may no longer be valid.

The most recent BLS occupational projections, for
the period 2006-16, suggest that total employment in
occupations that NSF classifies as S&E will increase at
more than double the overall growth rate for all occupa-
tions (figure 3-A). These projections involve only the
demand for strictly defined S&E occupations and do not
include the wider range of jobs in which S&E degree
holders often use their training.

S&E occupations are projected to grow by 21.4%
between 2006 and 2016, while employment in all oc-
cupations is projected to grow 10.4% over the same
period (table 3-B, appendix table 3-2).* Yet, there are
challenges to making projections about the S&E work-
force. Many corporate and government spending deci-
sions on R&D are difficult or impossible to anticipate.
In addition, R&D money increasingly crosses borders
in search of the best place to have particular research
performed. (The United States may be a net recipient
of these R&D funds; see the discussion in chapter 4.)
Finally, it may be difficult to anticipate new products

and industries that may be created via the innovation
processes that are most closely associated with scien-
tists and engineers.

Approximately 64% of BLS’s projected increase in
S&E jobs is in computer and mathematical scientist oc-
cupations (table 3-B). Apart from these occupations,
the growth rates projected for physical scientists, life
scientists, and social scientists are above those for all
occupations. Engineering occupations, with projected
growth of 10.6%, are growing at about the same rate
as all jobs.

Table 3-B also shows occupations that either contain
significant numbers of S&E trained people or represent
other career paths for those pursuing graduate training.
Among these, postsecondary teacher or administrator,
which includes all fields of instruction, is projected to
grow faster than computer and mathematical occupa-
tions, from 1.8 million to 2.3 million workers over the
decade between 2006 and 2016—an increase of 31.4%.
In contrast, BLS projects computer programmers to in-
crease by only 2.0%.

BLS also projects that job openings in NSF-iden-
tified S&E occupations over the 2006—16 period will
represent a greater proportion of current employment
than all other occupations—43.9% versus 33.7% (fig-
ure 3-B). Job openings include both growth in total em-
ployment and openings caused by attrition.

Figure 3-A
Bureau of Labor Statistics projections of increase in employment for S&E and selected other occupations: 2006-16
Percent
30
25
20 |
15 |
10 |
5|
0
i AIIS&E  Computer Physical Social Life Engineers All Post- Physicians Lawyers  Computer
scientists/ scientists  scientists  scientists occupations secondary and programmers
mathema- teachers/ surgeons
ticians education

BLS = Bureau of Labor Statistics

administrators

SOURCE: BLS, Office of Occupational Statistics and Employment Projections. See appendix table 3-1.
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Table 3-B
Bureau of Labor Statistics projections of employment and job openings in S&E occupations: 2006-16
(Thousands)
BLS National Job openings 10-year job
Employment  BLS projected from growth and 10-year openings as
Matrix 2006 2016 net replacements, growth in total percent of 2006
Occupation estimate employment 2006-16 employment (%) employment
All occupations... 150,620 166,220 50,732 10.4 33.7
All S&E 5,187 6,296 2,280 21.4 43.9
Computer/mathematical scientists ... 2,859 3,694 1,466 29.2 51.3
Life scientists . 258 292 103 12.8 40.0
Physical scientists........cccoocceeveriieenne . 267 309 109 15.7 41.0
Social scientists/related occupations .. 291 330 96 13.3 32.9
Engineers .... 1,512 1,671 505 10.6 33.4
S&E-related occupations
S&E managers........cccoceeeieiiiiieiee e 513 616 200 20.1 39.0
S&E technicians 874 986 303 12.8 34.7
Computer programmers.... 455 464 117 2.0 25.6
Physicians and surgeons ..........ccccccceeeennes 633 723 204 14.2 32.3
Health technologists and technicians....... 2,612 3,094 1,074 18.5 411
Selected other occupations
Postsecondary teachers/administrators ... 1,760 2,312 953 314 54.1
LaWYEIS ..ottt 761 844 228 11.0 29.9

BLS = Bureau of Labor Statistics

NOTES: Estimates of current and projected employment for 2006-16 period from BLS’s National Employment Matrix. Data in matrix from Occupational
Employment Statistics (OES) survey and Current Population Survey (CPS). Together, these sources cover paid workers, self-employed workers, and
unpaid family workers in all industries, agriculture, and private households. Because derived from multiple sources, data can often differ from employment
data provided by OES, CPS, or other employment surveys alone. BLS does not make projections for S&E occupations as a group; numbers in table
based on sum of BLS projections in occupations that National Science Foundation considers S&E.

SOURCE: BLS, Office of Occupational Statistics and Employment Projections, National Industry-Occupation Employment Projections, 2006-2016 (2007).
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Figure 3-B
Bureau of Labor Statistics projections of 2006-16 job openings as percentage of 2006 employment
Percent
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SOURCE: BLS, Office of Occupational Statistics and Employment Projections. See appendix table 3-1.
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Figure 3-4

Chapter 3. Science and Engineering Labor Force

Annual average growth rate of degree production and occupational employment, by S&E field: 1980-2000

Percent
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SOURCES: University of Michigan, Integrated Public Use Microdata Series, 1980-2000 Decennial Census files, http://usa.ipums.org/usa/, and National
Science Foundation, Division of Science Resources Statistics, WebCASPAR database, http://webcaspar.nsf.gov, special tabulations.

private sector, which is the largest employer of individuals
in S&E occupations. The section also briefly describes the
metropolitan areas and size of firms in which S&E degree
holders are found.

Because the workforce’s capacities for R&D, invention,
and innovation are a continuing focus of policy concern, this
section also features data on R&D and patenting activities in
the workforce. Data on work-related training, which can fos-
ter innovation through organizational and individual learn-
ing, are also presented.

Educational Distribution of Those in
S&E Occupations

Workers in S&E occupations have undergone more
formal education than the general workforce (figure 3-5).
Nonetheless, these occupations include workers with a
range of educational qualifications. For all workers in S&E
occupations except postsecondary teachers,” 2007 ACS data
indicate that slightly more than one-quarter had not earned
a bachelor’s degree. For an additional 44%, a bachelor’s
was their highest degree. The proportion of workers with
advanced degrees was about equal to that of those without a
bachelor’s degree. Only about 7% of all S&E workers (ex-
cept postsecondary teachers) had doctorates.

Technical issues of occupational classification may in-
flate the estimated size of the nonbaccalaureate S&E work-
force. Even so, these data indicate that many individuals
enter the S&E workforce with marketable technical skills
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Figure 3-5
Educational attainment by type of occupation: 2007
Percent
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SOURCE: Census Bureau, American Community Survey (2007).
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Table 3-3
Educational background of workers in S&E
occupations: 2006

Educational background Number Percent

S&E occupations.........cceeeveerrienieeniieennnens 5,023,635 100.0
At least one S&E degree..........ccovuennne 4,294,666 85.5
First bachelor’s degree in S&E. . 4,023,000 80.1
Highest degree in S&E . 3,929,860 78.2
All degrees in S&E........ccccevveeieenen. 3,696,443 73.6
At least one degree in—
Computer/mathematical

SCIENCES .uuvuieeeeeeieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaans 1,052,725 21.0
Life SCIeNCes .......cceeeevvvveeeeeeeeeen. 576,922 115
Physical sciences.........ccccceeeueenneen. 495,985 9.9
Social sciences . 651,519 13.0
Engineering .......cccccoveeiiiiiiiicienen. 1,867,172  37.2

No S&E degrees but at least one
S&E-related degree..........cceeveeveennnes 216,509 4.3
No S&E or S&E-related degrees .. 512,459 10.2

NOTE: Detail may not add to total because of rounding.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2006), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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from technical or vocational school training (with or with-
out earned associate’s degrees) or college courses, and many
acquire such skills through workforce experience or on-the-
job training. In information technology, and to some extent
in other occupations, employers frequently use certification
exams, not formal degrees, to judge skills. (See “Who Per-
forms R&D?” and the discussion in chapter 2.)

Figure 3-6

¢ 3-17

Among individuals with at least a bachelor’s degree who
work in S&E occupations, a large proportion (86%) have
at least one S&E degree, and 74% have S&E degrees only
(table 3-3). S&E workers who have both S&E and non-S&E
degrees very likely earned their first bachelor’s degree in
S&E, even if their highest degree was not in an S&E field.
Among workers in S&E occupations, the most common
degrees are in engineering (37%) and computer and math-
ematical sciences (21%) (figure 3-6).

Employment in Non-S&E Occupations

S&E degree holders work in all manner of jobs. For ex-
ample, they work in S&E-related jobs such as health occupa-
tions (1.3 million workers) or in S&E managerial positions
(267,000 workers), but they also hold non-S&E jobs such as
college and precollege teachers in non-S&E areas (622,000
workers) or work in social services occupations (632,000
workers). In 2006, 6.2 million workers whose highest de-
gree was in an S&E field did not work in an S&E occupa-
tion. Some 1.1 million worked in S&E-related occupations,
while just over 5.0 million worked in non-S&E jobs. The
largest category of non-S&E jobs was management and
management-related occupations, with 1.4 million workers,
followed by sales and marketing occupations, with 990,000
workers (NSF/SRS 2006).

Only about 39% of college graduates whose highest de-
gree is in an S&E field work in S&E occupations (figure
3-7). The proportion is higher for those with more advanced
degrees. The overall proportion varies substantially by field,
ranging from engineering (66%) at the top, followed closely
by computer and mathematical sciences (59%) and physi-
cal sciences (55%). Although a smaller percentage (31%) of
biological/agricultural sciences degree holders work in S&E

S&E degree background of workers in S&E occupations: 2006

Percent

100

Life sciences
degree(s)

At least one
S&E degree

Computer/
mathematical
sciences degree(s)

Social sciences
degree(s)

Physical sciences
degree(s)

Engineering
degree(s)

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data System (SESTAT) (2006),

http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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Figure 3-7

Chapter 3. Science and Engineering Labor Force

S&E degree holders working in S&E occupations, by degree field: 2006

Percent

100

S&E degree holders Life
sciences

Computer/
mathematical sciences

NOTE: Individuals may have degrees in more than one S&E degree field.

. Highest degree = in field . Highest degree = doctorate in field D Highest degree = master’s in field . Highest degree = bachelor’s

in field E

Physical sciences Social sciences Engineering

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data System (SESTAT) (2006),

http://sestat.nsf.gov.

occupations, an additional 25% of persons with degrees in
these fields work in S&E-related occupations. Individuals
with social science degrees (14%) are least likely to work
in S&E occupations. This pattern of field differences gener-
ally characterizes individuals whose highest degree is either
a bachelor’s or a master’s. At the doctoral level, these field
differences shrink substantially.

By field, holders of degrees in computer and mathemati-
cal sciences and engineering most often work in the broad
occupation group in which they were trained (51% and 45%,
respectively). S&E doctorate holders more often work in the
same broad S&E occupation (64%) compared with individu-
als whose highest degree is an S&E bachelor’s (24%) (ap-
pendix table 3-1).

Relationships Between Jobs and Degrees

Most individuals with S&E highest degrees who work
in S&E-related and non-S&E occupations do not see them-
selves as working entirely outside their field of degree.
Rather, they indicate that their jobs are either closely (31%)
or somewhat (32%) related to their degree field (table 3-4).
Among those in managerial and management-related occu-
pations, for example, 31% characterize their jobs as closely
related and 41% as somewhat related. Almost half (47%) of
workers in sales and marketing say their S&E degrees are
closely or somewhat related to their jobs. Among S&E pre-
college teachers whose highest degree is in S&E, 74% say
their jobs are closely related to their degrees.

Workers with more advanced S&E education more often
do work that is at least somewhat related to their field of
degree. One to 4 years after receiving their degrees, 96%

Science and Engineering Indicators 2010

of S&E doctorate holders say that they have jobs closely or
somewhat related to their degree field, compared with 92%
of master’s degree holders and 72% of bachelor’s degree
holders (figure 3-8). Even when the fit between an individ-
ual’s job and field of degree is assessed using a stricter cri-
terion (“closely related”), the data indicate that many S&E
bachelor’s degree holders who received their degree 14
years earlier are working in jobs that use skills developed dur-
ing their college training (figure 3-9). In the natural sciences
and engineering fields, about half characterized their jobs as
closely related to their field of degree: 57% in engineering and
physical sciences, 50% in computer sciences, and 48% in bio-
logical/agricultural sciences. The comparable figure for social
science graduates (30%) was substantially lower.

The stronger relationship between S&E jobs and S&E
degrees at higher degree levels holds at all career stages,
as evidenced by comparisons among groups of bachelor’s,
master’s, and doctoral degree holders at comparable num-
bers of years since degree award. However, for each group,
the relationship between job and field of degree becomes
weaker over time. There are many reasons for this decline:
individuals may change their career interests, gain skills in
different areas, take on general management responsibilities,
forget some of their original college training, or even find
that some of their original college training has become obso-
lete. Against this background, the career-cycle decline in the
relevance of an S&E degree appears modest.

Figures 3-10 and 3-11 summarize the loose relationship
among jobs, degrees, and individuals’ perceptions of the ex-
pertise they need to do their work. In figure 3-10, the inter-
secting area, which shows individuals whose highest degree
is in S&E who are working in S&E occupations, is less than
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Table 3-4
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Individuals with highest degree in S&E employed in S&E-related and non-S&E occupations, by highest degree

and relationship of highest degree to job: 2006
(Percent)

Degree related to job

Employment
Highest degree (thousands) Closely Somewhat Not
All degree levels? 6,226 31.3 32.4 36.3
Bachelor’s 5,071 28.3 32.3 39.4
Master’s 975 44.9 31.9 23.2
Doctorate 176 41.4 39.0 19.6

2Includes professional degrees not broken out separately.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data System (SESTAT) (2006),

http://sestat.nsf.gov.

Figure 3-8

Employed S&E degree holders in jobs related to
highest degree, by years since degree: 2006
Percent

100

Master’s

BO [ N

Bachelor’s

0 I I I I
1-4 59 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 >35

Years since degree

NOTE: Includes those who say their job is either closely related or
somewhat related to field of their highest degree.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2006), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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one-third the size of the area comprising individuals with
only one or the other attribute. Figure 3-11 compares the
following three groups of individuals who hold at least a
bachelor’s degree: those in S&E occupations, those whose
highest degree is in S&E and who say their job is at least
somewhat related to their degree, and those who say they
need at least a bachelor’s degree level of S&E expertise to
perform their job. In 2003, the most recent year in which
the SESTAT surveys asked about S&E technical expertise,
about 15 million Americans fell in one or more of these

Science and Engineering Indicators 2010

Figure 3-9

S&E bachelor’s degree holders employed in jobs
closely related to degree, by field and years since
degree: 2006

Percent

70

Computer/
mathematical
sciences

Engineering

0
1-4 59 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 =35
Years since degree
SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science

Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2006), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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categories. Only 21% had all three characteristics, and just
over half had only one. Even among those in S&E occupa-
tions, only about two-thirds also had S&E degrees, had jobs
at least somewhat related to S&E, and believed they needed
at least a bachelor’s degree level of S&E expertise. Among
the people who claimed they needed the technical expertise
associated with an S&E bachelor’s degree for their job, more
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Figure 3-10
Intersection of highest degree in S&E and S&E
occupation: 2006

Individuals
working
in S&E
occupations
4.8 million

Individuals with highest
degree in S&E
12.4 million

Individuals with
highest degree in
S&E working
in S&E occupations
3.9 million

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2006), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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than half said either that their job was unrelated to their ac-
tual degree or that their highest degree was not in S&E.

Work-Related Training

Education for most scientists and engineers does not end
when they receive their college degree. About two-thirds
of SESTAT survey respondents (persons who received a
bachelor’s degree or higher in S&E, or S&E-related fields,
plus persons holding a non-S&E bachelor’s or higher de-
gree who were employed in an S&E or S&E-related occupa-
tion) participated in work-related training in 2006. Those in

Table 3-5
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Figure 3-11
Measures of the S&E workforce: 2003

Job requires at
least bachelor’s
level technical
expertise in one
or more S&E
fields
12.9 million

Individuals with highest
degree in S&E with job
related to field of degree
7.3 million

16.8%

Individuals

working in
S&E occupations

4.8 million

NOTE: Data from special analytic file comprising 2003 Scientists and
Engineers Statistical Data System (SESTAT) integrated file and 2003
National Survey of College Graduates (NSCG).

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, SESTAT (2003) and NSCG (2003).
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S&E-related occupations (health-related occupations, S&E
managers, S&E precollege teachers, and S&E technicians
and technologists) had the highest participation rate (79%)
(table 3-5).

Most who took training did so to improve skills or knowl-
edge in their current occupational field (56%) (appendix
table 3-3). Others did so for licensure/certification in their
current occupational field (21%) or because it was required
or expected by their employer (14%).

Scientists and engineers participating in work-related training, by occupation: 2006

Participated in training

Occupation All employed Number Percent
All occupations 18,927,000 12,696,000 67.1
S&E occupations 5,024,000 3,037,000 60.4
Computer and mathematical scientists ... 2,112,000 1,202,000 56.9
Life scientists 487,000 296,000 60.8
Physical and related scientists 334,000 183,000 54.8
Social and related scientists 470,000 301,000 64.0
Engineers 1,621,000 1,056,000 65.1
S&E-related occupations... 5,246,000 4,167,000 79.4
NON-S&E 0CCUPALIONS ......eveiiiiieieiie e 8,657,000 5,492,000 63.4

NOTES: Scientists and engineers include those with one or more S&E or S&E-related degrees at bachelor’s level or higher or who have a non-S&E degree
at bachelor’s level or higher and were employed in an S&E or S&E-related occupation in 2006. Detail may not add to total because of rounding.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data System (SESTAT) (2006),

http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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Women participated in work-related training at a higher
rate than men: 72% compared with 64% of men (appendix
table 3-4). Smaller percentages of the oldest (aged 65 and
older) and youngest (24 and under) age groups of workers
attended training. SESTAT survey respondents at com-
panies of all sizes took work-related training, but more of
those who worked for larger organizations did so: 58% of
respondents working in organizations with 10 or fewer peo-
ple compared with 72% in organizations that employ 500 to
24,999 people (appendix table 3-5).

Who Performs R&D?

Although individuals with S&E degrees use their knowl-
edge in many ways, there is a special interest in work in
research and development. R&D creates new knowledge
and new types of goods and services that fuel economic
growth. (See sidebar, “Patenting Activity of Scientists and

¢ 3-21

Engineers.”) Figure 3-12 shows the distribution of individu-
als with S&E degrees, by degree level, who report R&D as
a major work activity—the activity involving the greatest
or second greatest number of work hours from a list of 14
choices.

Individuals with doctorates constitute only 6% of all in-
dividuals with S&E degrees but represent 12% of individu-
als who report R&D as a major work activity. However, the
majority of S&E degree holders who report R&D as a major
work activity have only bachelor’s degrees (53%). An addi-
tional 31% have master’s degrees and 4% have professional
degrees, mostly in medicine.

Figure 3-13 shows the distribution by field of highest de-
gree of individuals whose highest degree is in S&E and who
reported R&D as a major work activity. Individuals with
engineering degrees constitute more than one-third (36%)
of the total R&D workforce, followed by those with social
science degrees (22%).

Patenting Activity of Scientists and Engineers

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO)
grants patents to inventions that are new, useful, and
nonobvious. Thus, patenting is a limited but useful indi-
cator of the inventive activity of scientists and engineers.

In its 2003 SESTAT surveys of the S&E workforce,
NSF asked scientists and engineers to report on their
recent patenting activities. Among those who had ever
worked, 2.6% reported that from fall 1998 to fall 2003,
they had been named as an inventor on a U.S. patent

Figure 3-C

application (appendix table 3-6). This patent activity rate
was 3.5% for those working in the business/industry sec-
tor, 1.7% in the education sector, and 0.9% in the govern-
ment sector (appendix table 3-7).

By degree level, S&E doctorate holders have the high-
est patent activity rate (15.7%), while bachelor’s degree
holders in S&E-related fields have the lowest (0.7%)
(figure 3-C). However, there are far fewer doctoral-level
scientists and engineers, so they account for only about

Patenting activity rate of scientists and engineers, by broad field and level of highest degree: 2003

Percent

18

16 [

T4

12

10 |

All fields

S&E fields

. All degree levels . Bachelor's . Master's l:l Doctorate

S&E-related fields Non-S&E fields

NOTES: “All degree levels” includes professional degrees not broken out separately; it does not include individuals who have never worked. Scientists
and engineers include those with one or more S&E or S&E-related degrees at bachelor’s level or higher or who have a non-S&E degree at bachelor’s level
or higher and were employed in an S&E or S&E-related occupation in 2003. For classification of degrees by S&E, S&E-related, and non-S&E, see
Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data System (SESTAT), http://sestat.nsf.gov/docs/ed03maj.html. Patent activity rate is proportion of each group
indicating they had been named as inventor on U.S. patent application during period from October 1998 to fall 2003.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science Resources Statistics, SESTAT (2003). See appendix table 3-6.
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Patenting Activity of Scientists and Engineers continued

a quarter of all survey respondents named on a U.S. pat-
ent application. Bachelor’s and master’s degree holders
account for 41% and 31%, respectively, of all patenting
activity reported in the survey (figure 3-D).

USPTO does not grant all patent applications, and
not all granted patents produce useful commercial prod-
ucts or processes. NSF estimates that in the 5-year pe-
riod for which data were collected, U.S. scientists and
engineers filed 1.8 million patent applications. USPTO
granted some 1.0 million (although applicants may have
applied for some of these at an earlier period). (See ap-
pendix tables 3-6 through 3-8.)

Of those patents granted between 1998 and 2003,
about 54% resulted in a commercialized product, pro-
cess, or license during the same period. Scientists and
engineers employed in the business/industry sector re-
ported the highest commercialization success rate (58%),
much higher than the education (43%) and government
(13%) sectors. The overall commercialization rate varies
by degree level, at 60%—65% for bachelor’s and master’s
degree holders but 38% for doctorate holders (many of
whom work in education, which has a low commercial-
ization rate relative to other sectors).

Individuals who are in non-S&E occupations do much

Figure 3-D
Distribution of patenting activity of scientists and
engineers, by level of highest degree: 2003

Doctorate 24%

Professional

4% Bachelor’s

41%

Master’s
31%

NOTES: Total does not include individuals who have never worked.
Scientists and engineers include those with one or more S&E or
S&E-related degrees at bachelor’s level or higher or who have a
non-S&E degree at bachelor’s level or higher and were employed in
an S&E or S&E-related occupation in 2003. For classification of
degrees by S&E, S&E-related, and non-S&E, see Scientists and
Engineers Statistical Data System (SESTAT), http://sestat.nsf.gov/
docs/ed03maj.html.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, SESTAT (2003). See appendix table 3-6.
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activity are in non-S&E occupations. Among those S&E de-

R&D. Table 3-6 shows the occupational distribution of S&E
degree holders who report R&D as a major work activity.
Twenty-six percent of those for whom R&D is a major work

gree holders whose jobs have them spend at least 10% of
their time on R&D, 39% are in non-S&E occupations (law-
yers or S&E managers, for example).

Figure 3-12
Distribution of S&E degree holders with R&D as
major work activity, by level of education: 2006

Doctorate 12.1%

Professional
%

Bachelor’s
52.8%

Master’s
31.3%

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2006), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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Figure 3-13

Distribution of individuals with highest degree in
S&E with R&D as major work activity, by field of
highest degree: 2006

Computer/mathematical
sciences 17%

Engineering
36%

Life
sciences
16%

Physical
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SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science

Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2006), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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Table 3-6
S&E degree holders with R&D work activities, by occupation: 2006
Employed S&E R&D as major R&D at least
degree holders work activity 10% of work time
R&D activity R&D activity
Occupation Number  Percent Number  Percent rate (%) Number  Percent rate (%)
All occupations.........cceeeeeeeeeeneenns 13,752,000 100.0 4,155,000 100.0 30.2 7,369,000 100.0 53.6
S&E occupations 4,295,000 31.2 2,541,000 61.2 59.2 3,371,000 45.7 78.5
Computer/mathematical
SCIENtiStS...eeveiieieciereeciee 1,626,000 11.8 802,000 19.3 49.3 1,171,000 15.9 72.0
Life scientists..... 435,000 3.2 330,000 7.9 75.7 383,000 5.2 88.0
Physical scientists... 319,000 2.3 220,000 5.3 68.9 264,000 3.6 82.8
Social scientists ... ... 412,000 3.0 197,000 4.7 47.7 271,000 3.7 65.6
ENgiNEers.......cceereneeereniennnns 1,502,000 10.9 993,000 23.9 66.1 1,282,000 17.4 85.4
S&E-related occupations............. 2,236,000 16.3 524,000 12.6 23.4 1,110,000 15.1 49.6
Non-S&E occupations................. 7,221,000 525 1,090,000 26.2 15.1 2,888,000 39.2 40.0

NOTE: Detail may not add to total because of rounding.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data System (SESTAT) (2006),

http://sestat.nsf.gov.

Figure 3-14 shows the percentages of S&E doctorate
holders reporting R&D as a major work activity by field
of degree and by years since receipt of doctorate. Individu-
als working in physical sciences and engineering report the
highest R&D rates over their career cycles, and those in the

Figure 3-14

S&E doctorate holders engaged in R&D as major
work activity, by years since degree: 2006
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SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2006), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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social sciences report the lowest R&D rates. The percent-
age of doctorate holders engaged in R&D activities declines
with increasing time since award of the degree. The decline
may reflect movement into management or other career in-
terests. It may also reflect increased opportunity for more
experienced scientists to perform functions involving the
interpretation and use of, as opposed to the creation of, sci-
entific knowledge.

Employment Sectors

Individuals with S&E degrees are employed in all sectors
of the U.S. economy. For-profit firms are their largest em-
ployer, but substantial numbers work in academia, nonprofit
organizations, and government, or are self-employed.

For-profit firms employ the greatest number of individu-
als with S&E degrees (figure 3-15). They employed 47% of
all individuals whose highest degree is in S&E and 28% of
S&E doctorate holders. For those with an S&E doctorate,
4-year colleges and universities are an important but not a
majority employer (42%). This 42% includes tenured and
tenure-track faculty, individuals in postdoc and other tempo-
rary positions, and individuals with teaching, research, and
administrative functions.

The OES survey provides more detailed estimates for
sectors of employment, although it excludes the self-em-
ployed and those employed in recent startups (figure 3-16).
The largest such employment segment for S&E occupations
was “professional, scientific, and technical services” with
29%, followed by manufacturing with 17%. Government
and educational services sectors each had less than 11% of
total employment in S&E occupations in 2007.
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Figure 3-15

Employment sector for individuals whose highest
degree is in S&E and for S&E doctorate holders:
2006
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NOTE: Self-employment includes employment at both incorporated
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SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2006), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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Self-Employment

More than 1.7 million workers whose highest degree is
in S&E were self-employed in 2006, 17% of the total (NSF/
SRS 2006). This SESTAT estimate of S&E self-employ-
ment is much higher than others that have been published
elsewhere because it uses a different definition. Most reports
of federal data on self-employment include only individuals
whose businesses are unincorporated. While only a minor-
ity (33%) of all self-employed workers in the United States
work in incorporated businesses (Census Bureau 2007), the
reverse is true for those whose highest degree is in S&E. As
shown in figure 3-17, adding “incorporated self-employed”
greatly increases the proportion of workers whose highest
degree is in S&E who are also self-employed. The rate of in-
corporated self-employment is much higher for individuals
with S&E degrees than for the U.S. workforce as a whole,
where only 11% are self-employed, and only one-third of

Chapter 3. Science and Engineering Labor Force

Figure 3-16
Largest sectors of employment for individuals in
S&E occupations: May 2007
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NOTE: Sector defined by North American Industry Classification
System.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment
Statistics Survey (2007).
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Figure 3-17

Self-employment rates of workers whose highest
degree is in S&E, by degree level and type of self-
employment: 2006

Percent
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NOTE: “All degree levels” includes professional degrees not broken
out separately.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2006), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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those are incorporated (Census Bureau 2007). Among those
whose highest degree is in S&E who are also self-employed,
64% work in incorporated businesses. Similar to other
types of employment for S&E degree holders, 64% of self-
employed workers whose highest degree is in S&E report
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Figure 3-18
Self-employment rates of workers whose highest
degree is in S&E, by degree level and age: 2006
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System (SESTAT) (2006), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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Figure 3-19
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that their job is related to the field of their highest degree
(NSF/SRS 2006).

The proportion of self-employed workers generally de-
creases by level of degree and increases with age (see figures
3-17 and 3-18). While 18% of S&E bachelor’s degree hold-
ers are self-employed, the proportion falls to 11% for S&E
doctorate holders. However, self-employment increases
with age at all degree levels. By age 60—64 self-employment
reached about 30% for bachelor’s and master’s degree hold-
ers and 20% for S&E doctorate holders.

The rates of self-employment are similar across broad
S&E fields, at the bachelor’s degree level ranging from
14.8% in computer and mathematical sciences to 20.4% in
the physical sciences (see figure 3-19). The highest self-em-
ployment rate among doctorate holders occurs in the social
sciences (19%) and the lowest (6%) in computer and math-
ematical sciences.

Federal S&E Employment

The United States federal government is a major em-
ployer of scientists and engineers, largely limited to those
with U.S. citizenship.® According to data from the U.S.
Office of Personnel Management, the federal government
employed approximately 210,000 persons in S&E occupa-
tions in 2005. Many of these workers were in occupations
that, nationwide, include relatively large concentrations of
foreign-born persons, some of whom are non-citizens, ren-
dering them ineligible for many federal jobs. Among federal
employees, 59% were in science occupations and 41% were

Self-employment rates of workers whose highest degree is in S&E, by degree level and field: 2006

Percent

25
i .AII degree levels .Bachelor’s D Master’s .Doctorate

All S&E fields

Computer/ Life sciences

mathematical sciences

Physical sciences Social sciences Engineering

NOTE: “All degree levels” includes professional degrees not broken out separately.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data System (SESTAT) (2006),

http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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in engineering occupations. The Department of Defense was
the largest employer, with nearly 45% of the federal S&E
workforce (NSF/SRS 2008a).

With regard to gender, the federal S&E workforce (de-
fined by occupation) generally reflects the total S&E work-
force. Women make up 26% of all U.S. employees in S&E
occupations; for federal employees, the comparable propor-
tion is 25%. The number of women in federal S&E positions
shows a consistent decrease as age increases beyond the
ages of 40—49; this is also true of the whole S&E workforce.

The S&E workforce at large is younger than the federal
S&E workforce. Twenty-eight percent of the general S&E
workforce is under 35 years of age, with only 15% of those
in federal S&E occupations in that age group (appendix
table 3-9).

S&E Occupation Density by Industry

High-technology employers are not the only companies
who hire individuals in S&E occupations. As shown in table
3-7, workers with high-technology knowledge are found in
industries with very different percentages of S&E occupa-
tions as a portion of total employment. Almost 1 million
workers in S&E jobs are employed in industries whose S&E
employment component is less than the national average of
4.2%. These industries employ 79% of all workers and 18%
of all workers in S&E occupations. Illustrative examples in-
clude local government (at 3.0%, with 163,000 S&E jobs),
hospitals (at 1.4%, with 68,000 S&E jobs), and plastic parts
manufacturers (at 2.6%, with 16,000 S&E jobs).

Industries with higher proportions of individuals in S&E
occupations tend to pay higher average salaries to both their
S&E and non-S&E workers. The average salary of workers
in non-S&E occupations employed in industries where more
than 40% of workers are in S&E occupations is nearly dou-
ble the average salary of workers in non-S&E occupations
in industries with below-average proportions of workers in
S&E occupations ($71,550 versus $36,146).

Table 3-7
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Metropolitan Areas

The availability of highly skilled workers can be relevant
to an area’s economic competitiveness. Two measures of
availability with regard to S&E occupations are (1) the num-
ber of workers in S&E occupations and (2) the proportion
of the entire metropolitan workforce that S&E occupations
represent. These estimates should be used with care in com-
paring areas because the geographic scope of a metropolitan
area varies significantly from city to city.

The Census Bureau divides some larger metropolitan ar-
eas into metropolitan divisions, and these divisions are used
in comparisons with smaller metropolitan areas. Accord-
ingly, table 3-8 lists metropolitan divisions with the largest
estimated proportion of the workforce employed in S&E oc-
cupations. Table 3-9 lists areas and divisions with the largest
estimated total number of workers employed in S&E occu-
pations. Table 3-10 presents these data for larger metropoli-
tan areas with multiple metropolitan divisions. These data
are for May 2007.

The San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara and Boulder met-
ropolitan areas had 14.3% and 14.2% of their workforces
employed in S&E occupations, respectively. San Jose-Sunny-
vale-Santa Clara had 18.2% of their workers in STEM oc-
cupations. No metropolitan areas had higher estimates for
S&E or STEM occupations. Although the metropolitan areas
with the highest estimated proportion of S&E employment are
mainly smaller and perhaps less economically diverse, Wash-
ington, DC, Seattle, Boston, San Francisco, and San Jose also
appear on the list of metropolitan areas with the greatest inten-
sity of S&E occupational employment.

The largest numbers of workers in S&E occupations are
in the Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, New York-White
Plains-Wayne, Los Angeles-Long Beach-Glendale, and
Chicago-Naperville-Joliet metropolitan divisions. These di-
visions have very large and diverse workforces even after
being broken off from their larger metropolitan areas. With
the exception of Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, each of

Employment distribution and average earnings of workers in NAICS 4-digit industries, by proportion of

employment in S&E occupations: 2007

Average annual worker salary ($)

S&E Non-S&E S&E
Workers in S&E occupations (%) occupations occupations occupations occupations
2,456,900 1,150,410 71,550 81,093
3,533,150 952,320 54,039 80,230
10,558,950 1,444,490 56,319 74,833
12,158,410 880,540 47,237 68,179
105,112,220 988,950 36,146 64,961

NAICS = North American Industry Classification System

NOTE: NAICS has hierarchal structure that uses 2 to 4 digits; 4-digit NAICS industries are subsets of 3-digit industries, which are subsets of 2-digit

sectors.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment Statistics Survey (May 2007).
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Table 3-8
Metropolitan areas with highest percentage of workers in S&E occupations: 2007
Percentage of workforce Workers employed

S&E STEM S&E STEM
Metropolitan area occupations occupations occupations  occupations
San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara, CA.........cccocceevverieesieerieeanne 14.3 18.2 130,180 165,400
BoUIAEr, CO ...ttt 14.2 17.4 22,830 28,010
HUNESVIlIE, AL....eieiieiieeieecee ettt eene e eneeenee s 12.8 16.2 25,680 32,630
Framingham, MA NECTA DiViSiON.......ccccoovivriveiiiiieesieesieeieens 12.7 16.6 19,900 25,940
(D0 T o= o N NN SRR 111 15.5 29,880 41,560
Lowell-Billerica-Chelmsford, MA-NH NECTA Division................ 111 141 13,100 16,580
Washington-Arlington-Alexandria,

DC-VA-MD-WV Metropolitan DiViSion .........cccccereeveereeeeereennns 10.6 12.7 242,350 290,700
Bethesda-Gaithersburg-Frederick, MD Metropolitan Division... 9.6 12.0 54,370 68,340
Seattle-Bellevue-Everett, WA Metropolitan Division .................. 9.3 11.8 131,620 167,060
(1Y) 1= T SRS 8.7 10.1 8,300 9,700
Kennewick-Richland-Pasco, WA ... 8.4 11.2 7,300 9,700
Austin-Round Rock, TX.......... 8.4 11.0 62,270 82,100
Ithaca, NY.......ccccu..e. 8.0 12.5 4,020 6,270
Bloomington-Normal, IL.. 8.0 10.1 6,880 8,680
ANN AMDOL, Ml 8.0 10.3 15,620 20,250
Boston-Cambridge-Quincy, MA-NH NECTA Division ................ 7.9 10.3 134,190 174,180
Palm Bay-Melbourne-Titusville, FL 7.9 10.7 16,210 21,800

7.8 10.7 3,270 4,480
San Francisco-San Mateo-Redwood City,

CA Metropolitan DiViSION ........ccceveeceeriiiiereeriiee e seeeseneees 7.6 9.7 75,700 96,170

Fort Walton Beach-Crestview-Destin, FL.........ccccccceveeieiiienenns 7.2 8.8 5,860 7,200

NECTA = New England City and Town Area; STEM = science, technology, engineering, and mathematics

NOTES: Larger metropolitan areas broken into component metropolitan divisions. Differences among employment estimates may not be statistically

significant.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment Statistics Survey (2007).

these areas has about the same proportion of workers in S&E
occupations as the national workforce.

Looking just at the larger metropolitan areas, without
breaking them into divisions, New York-Northern New
Jersey-Long Island has the largest number (350,670) of in-
dividuals employed in S&E occupations but the same pro-
portion (4.2%) as the workforce nationwide (see table 3-10
and figure 3-3).

Employer Size

For individuals whose highest degree is in S&E and who
are employed in business/industry, the distribution of em-
ployer size is shown in figure 3-20. Across all degree levels,
companies with fewer than 100 employees employ 36% of
S&E degree holders. About 33% work at large firms with
more than 5,000 employees. In general, there is a similar
pattern of employment across employer size by degree lev-
els, except that S&E doctorate holders are more concentrat-
ed at very small firms.

Science and Engineering Indicators 2010

Demographics

Age and Retirement

The age distribution and retirement patterns of the S&E
labor force affect its size, productivity, and the opportunities
it offers for new S&E workers. For many decades, rapid in-
creases in new entries into the workforce created a relatively
young pool of workers, with only a small percentage near
traditional retirement age. Now, individuals who earned
S&E degrees in the late 1960s and early 1970s are moving
into the later part of their careers.

The increasing average age of S&E workers may mean
increased experience and greater productivity among them.
However, it could also reduce opportunities for younger re-
searchers to make productive contributions by working inde-
pendently. In many scientific fields, folklore and empirical
evidence indicate that the most creative research comes from
younger people (Stephan and Levin 1992).
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Table 3-9

Metropolitan areas with largest number of workers in S&E occupations: 2007

Workers employed Percentage of workforce
S&E STEM S&E STEM

Metropolitan area occupations occupations occupations  occupations
Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV Metropolitan

[ 1o PSSP 242,350 290,700 10.6 12.7
New York-White Plains-Wayne, NY-NJ Metropolitan Division.... 209,670 279,960 41 8.5
Los Angeles-Long Beach-Glendale, CA Metropolitan

[ =10 PSSP 160,480 215,970 3.9 5.2
Chicago-Naperville-Joliet, IL Metropolitan Division .. 156,390 209,890 4.1 5.5
Boston-Cambridge-Quincy, MA-NH NECTA Division ................ 134,190 174,180 7.9 10.3
Seattle-Bellevue-Everett, WA Metropolitan Division .................. 131,620 167,060 9.3 11.8
San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara, CA........ccccoeeveevieiieesiennieeanne 130,180 165,400 14.3 18.2
Houston-Sugar Land-Baytown, TX .......ccccccevviriinnienniiennieeeenns 128,020 182,920 5.2 7.4
Dallas-Plano-Irving, TX Metropolitan Division.. 119,910 161,610 5.8 7.9
Minneapolis-St. Paul-Bloomington, MN-WI. 103,280 137,400 5.8 7.7
Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Marietta, GA......... 102,540 139,350 4.3 5.8
Philadelphia, PA Metropolitan DiViSion..........ccccecvvreieeriiienieeneen. 94,350 128,750 5.1 6.9
Santa Ana-Anaheim-Irvine, CA Metropolitan Division................ 80,170 107,300 5.2 7.0
Denver-Aurora, CO ...t 79,030 99,430 6.4 8.1
San Diego-Carlsbad-San Marcos, CA ........ccccocveevieiiiieniennieeanne 78,860 105,470 6.0 8.0
Warren-Troy-Farmington Hills, Ml Metropolitan Division............ 76,870 103,390 6.6 8.9
San Francisco-San Mateo-Redwood City, CA Metropolitan

DIVISION. .ttt 75,700 96,170 7.6 9.7
Phoenix-Mesa-Scottsdale, AZ .........cccceeeeiieeeiieeeeceee e 73,920 107,260 3.9 5.7
Baltimore-Towson, MD...........uuuiiiieieeeeee e e 71,660 93,720 5.6 7.3
Oakland-Fremont-Hayward, CA Metropolitan Division.............. 63,540 85,240 6.2 8.3

NECTA = New England City and Town Area; STEM = science, technology, engineering, and mathematics

NOTES: Larger metropolitan areas broken into component metropolitan divisions. Differences among employment estimates may not be statistically
significant.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment Statistics Survey (2007).
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Table 3-10
Workers in S&E and STEM occupations in larger metropolitan areas: 2007
Workers employed Percentage of workforce

S&E STEM S&E STEM
Metropolitan area occupations occupations occupations  occupations
New York-Northern New Jersey-Long Island, NY-NJ-PA............ 350,670 474,540 4.2 5.7
Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV..................... 296,720 359,040 10.4 12.6
Los Angeles-Long Beach-Santa Ana, CA........cccceceerieniieniiennnns 240,650 323,270 4.2 5.7
Boston-Cambridge-Quincy, MA-NH .........ccoceiiiiiiiiiniieiie s 187,950 244,130 7.6 9.9
Chicago-Naperville-Joliet, IL-IN-WI . 179,070 241,800 4.0 5.4
Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington, TX .......ccccverieeieeniieeseesieesee e 149,470 206,810 52 71
San Francisco-Oakland-Fremont, CA.........ccccvvveeeeeeeeeeciiiieeeens 139,240 181,410 6.9 9.0
Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue, WA 138,710 177,150 8.2 10.5
Philadelphia-Camden-Wilmington, PA-NJ-DE-MD...........ccccc..... 133,990 183,810 4.9 6.7
Detroit-Warren-Livonia, Ml 129,550 172,140 6.6 8.8
Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Miami Beach, FL. 68,500 94,400 2.9 4.0

STEM = science, technology, engineering, and mathematics

NOTE: Includes only metropolitan statistical areas with multiple metropolitan divisions. Differences among employment estimates may not be statistically
significant.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Occupational Employment Statistics Survey (2007).
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Figure 3-20

¢ 3-29

Individuals with highest degree in S&E employed in private business, by employer size: 2006

Percent

25

<10 11-24 25-99

L I Bachelors [l Masters [ | Doctorate [l] All degree levels |

100-499
Employees in company

500-999 1,000-4,999 5,000-24,999 >25,000

NOTE: Includes self-employment, employment by noneducation for-profit firms, and by noneducation nonprofit firms.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data System (SESTAT) (2006),

http://sestat.nsf.gov.

Aside from the possible effects on productivity, early
career opportunities, and, perhaps, the culture within some
scientific fields, the age structure of the S&E labor force has
important implications for its growth rate. This section does
not attempt to project future S&E labor market trends; how-
ever, it posits some general conclusions. Absent changes
in degree production, retirement patterns, or immigration,
the number of S&E-trained workers in the labor force will
continue to grow for some time, but the growth rate may
slow considerably as an increasing proportion of the S&E
labor force reaches traditional retirement age. With slowing
growth, the average age of the S&E labor force will increase.

Age Distribution of the S&E Workforce

Net immigration, morbidity, mortality, and, most of all,
historical S&E degree production patterns affect the age dis-
tribution of scientists and engineers in the workforce. With
the exception of new fields such as computer sciences (in
which 56% of degree holders are younger than age 40), the
greatest population density of individuals with S&E degrees
occurs between the ages of 40 and 49. Figure 3-21 shows the
age distribution of the labor force with S&E degrees broken
out by level of degree. In general, the majority of individuals
in the labor force with S&E degrees are in their late thir-
ties through their early fifties, with the largest group at ages
40—44. More than half of workers with S&E degrees are age
40 or older, and the 40—44 age group is more than twice as
large as the 60—64 age group.

This general pattern also holds for individuals with S&E
doctorates. Because of the length of time needed to obtain a
doctorate, those who hold these degrees are somewhat older
than individuals who have less advanced S&E degrees. The
greatest population density of S&E doctorate holders occurs

Science and Engineering Indicators 2010

Figure 3-21
Age distribution of individuals in labor force with
highest degree in S&E: 2003

Percent of total S&E degree holders

16
I Doctorate |
S ] Dostorate
L B Vasters |
12 [ M Bachelor's

10—

<25 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 265
Age (years)

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2003), http://sestat.nsf.gov.

Science and Engineering Indicators 2010

between the ages of 40 and 54. This can be seen most easily
in figure 3-22, which compares the age distribution of S&E
degree holders in the labor force at each level of degree, and
in figure 3-23, which shows the cumulative age distribution
for individuals at each degree level. Even if one takes into
account the somewhat older retirement ages of doctorate
holders, a much larger proportion of S&E doctorate holders
are near traditional retirement ages than are individuals with
either S&E bachelor’s or master’s degrees.
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Figure 3-22

Age distribution of individuals in labor force with
highest degree in S&E, by degree level: 2003
Density (percent)
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NOTE: Age distribution smoothed using kernel density techniques.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2003), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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Figure 3-24, which compares the age distributions of
S&E doctorate holders in 1993 and 2003, highlights the ex-
tent of the shift in the age structure of the S&E labor force.
S&E doctorate holders under age 35 are about the same
proportion of the S&E doctorate holders in the total labor
force in both years. However, over the decade, the 35-54
age group became a much smaller proportion of the doctor-
al-level S&E labor force. What grew was the proportion of
S&E doctorate holders age 55 and older.

Across all degree levels and fields, 26.4% of the labor
force with S&E degrees is older than age 50. The proportion
ranges from 15% of individuals with their highest degree in
computer sciences to 41% of individuals with their highest
degree in geosciences (figure 3-25).

Altogether, the age distribution of S&E-educated indi-
viduals suggests the following likely effects on the future of
the S&E labor force:

¢ Barring large changes in degree production, retirement
rates, or immigration, the number of trained scientists
and engineers in the labor force will continue to increase,
because the number of individuals currently receiving
S&E degrees exceeds the number of workers with S&E
degrees nearing traditional retirement age.

4 However, unless large increases in degree production oc-
cur, the average age of workers with S&E degrees will rise.
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Figure 3-23

Cumulative age distribution of individuals in labor
force whose highest degree is in S&E, by degree
level: 2003

Cumulative percentage
100

80

Bachelor’'s .-
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Master’s
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Age (years)

NOTE: Age distribution smoothed using kernel density techniques.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2003), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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4 Barring large reductions in retirement rates, the total
number of retirements among workers with S&E degrees
will increase over the next 20 years.

Taken together, these factors suggest a slower growing
and older S&E labor force. Both trends would be accentu-
ated if either new degree production were to drop or immi-
gration were to slow, both concerns raised by a 2003 report
of the Committee on Education and Human Resources Task
Force on National Workforce Policies for Science and Engi-
neering of the National Science Board (NSB 2003).

S&E Workforce Retirement Patterns

The retirement behavior of individuals can differ in com-
plex ways. Some individuals retire from one job and con-
tinue to work part time or even full time at another position,
sometimes even for the same employer. Others leave the
workforce without a retired designation from a formal pen-
sion plan. Table 3-11 summarizes three ways of looking at
changes in workforce involvement for S&E degree holders:
leaving full-time employment, leaving the workforce, and
retiring from a particular job.

By age 61, slightly more than 50% of those with an S&E
bachelor’s degree as their highest degree are no longer
working full time. The age at which at least half of S&E
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Figure 3-24
Age distribution of S&E doctorate holders in labor
force: 1993 and 2003
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Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (1993 and 2003), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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degree holders no longer work full time increases by degree
level—to age 62 at the master’s level and age 66 at the doc-
toral level. Longevity also differs by degree level when mea-
suring the number of individuals who leave the workforce
entirely: half of all S&E bachelor’s degree holders left the
workforce entirely by age 65, compared with S&E master’s
degree and doctorate holders who left the workforce at ages
66 and 69, respectively. Although many S&E degree holders
who formally retire from one job continue to work full time
or part time, formal retirement occurs at similar ages for all
levels of degree holders: more than 50% of bachelor’s, mas-
ter’s, and doctoral degree holders have formally retired from
jobs by age 65, 66, and 67, respectively.

Figure 3-26 shows data on S&E degree holders working
full time at ages 55-69. For all degree levels, the proportion
of S&E degree holders who work full time declines fairly
steadily by age, but after age 55, full-time employment for
doctorate holders becomes significantly greater than for
bachelor’s and master’s degree holders. At age 69, 27% of
doctorate holders work full time, compared with 16% of
bachelor’s degree recipients.

Table 3-12 shows the rates at which holders of U.S. S&E
doctorates left full-time employment, by sector of employ-
ment, between October 2003 and April 2006. For every age
group, the retirement rates for S&E doctorate holders were
slightly higher for those working in the private sector than
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Figure 3-25
Employed S&E degree holders older than 50,
by selected field of highest degree: 2006
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SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science

Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2006), http://sestat.nsf.gov.

Science and Engineering Indicators 2010

Table 3-11

Labor force participation for individuals with
highest degree in S&E, by education level and
age: 2003

Age at which more than half were—

No longer

employed Not in
Highest degree full-time  labor force  Ever retired
Bachelorss................. 61 65 65
Master’s.. 62 66 66
Doctorate 66 69 67

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2003), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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those employed in education or government. Although many
S&E degree holders who formally retire from one job con-
tinue to work full time or part time, this occurs most often
among individuals younger than age 63 (table 3-13). How-
ever, of retired S&E degree holders age 71 to 75, only 12%
of bachelor’s degree holders keep working either full time
or part time, 17% of master’s degree holders, and 19% of
doctorate holders.
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Figure 3-26

Full-time labor force participation by older
individuals with highest degree in S&E, by age
and degree level: 2006
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degree holders shown only through age 67 due to small sample sizes.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2006), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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Table 3-12

Proportion of employed S&E doctorate holders
who had left full-time employment since October
2003, by employment sector and age: April 2006

(Percent)

October 2003 employment sector

Age (years) All sectors Education Private Government

50-55........... 6.7 4.5 9.7 4.4
56-62........... 15.0 11.8 18.6 14.9
63-70........... 28.0 26.2 31.5 25.2

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2006), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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Women and Minorities in S&E

An important part of the growth of the S&E labor force
comes from the increased presence of women and ethnic
minorities. In 2006, white males constituted 58% of those
in the labor force over age 50 whose highest degree was
in S&E. Among those under age 30, only 35% were white
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Table 3-13
Employment status of retired individuals with
highest degree in S&E, by education level and

age: 2003

(Percent)

Degree level and e ey

employment status 50-55 56-62 63-70 71-75

Bachelor’s.........cccccovereenuennee. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Part time . ... 82 138 107 9.0
Full time ..... ... 51.1 289 9.0 2.6
Not working ... 407 573 803 884

Master’s.......cccoeeviienienennen. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Part time .....ocevvveeiirienenn 14.0 158 183 9.3
Full time ......oveeiireeieeee 623 353 11.8 8.0
Not working .......cccceeveenes 23.7 489 699 827

Doctorate....... . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Part time . 226 241 212 147
Full time ..... 506 33.1 129 4.7

Not working .....c.cccceeveeuennee. 268 428 659 80.6

NOTES: Retired individuals are those who said they had ever retired
from any job. Percents may not add to 100% because of rounding.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2003), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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males (NSF/SRS 2006). This represents both a change in the
composition of the total U.S. labor force and a growth in the
participation of women and minorities in S&E.

Both women and underrepresented ethnic minorities
have shown steady growth in their proportion of the S&E
labor force (see figures 3-27 and 3-28, which look at sex and
ethnic representation within S&E occupations).

Representation of Women in S&E

Women constituted more than one-fourth (26%) of the
college-educated workforce in S&E occupations and two-
fifths (40%) of those with S&E degrees in 2006, according
to NSF’s SESTAT data.

Census data on S&E occupations from 1980 to 2007 show
the number of women in S&E occupations rising from 12%
to 27% over those 27 years (figure 3-27). Figures 3-29 and
3-30 show the growth in the number of women with educa-
tion in S&E for different graduation cohorts and broad fields
of degree. The notable exception is in computer and math-
ematical sciences at the bachelor’s degree level, where the
proportion of women in the workforce is lower for 2002—05
graduates (27%) than it is for 197276 graduates (35%). In
contrast, the proportion of women in the most recent bach-
elor’s degree cohorts in both the social sciences and the life
sciences has risen to above 60%. Among S&E doctorate
holders in the workforce, the proportion of women is gener-
ally higher in more recent cohorts, including the computer
and mathematical sciences.
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Figure 3-27

College-educated women and racial/ethnic
minorities in S&E occupations: 1980, 1990, 2000,
and 2007

Percent

30
| B19s0 M+1990 [[J2000 [M2007

25

20

15

10 |

Women Black Hispanic

NOTE: Postsecondary S&E teachers not included because they
cannot be identified in data source.

SOURCE: University of Michigan, Integrated Public Use Microdata
Series, 1980-2000 Decennial Census files and 2007 American
Community Survey, http://usa.ipums.org/usa/, special tabulations.
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Figure 3-28

Women and racial/ethnic minority doctorate
holders in S&E occupations: 1990, 2000, and 2007
Percent
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NOTE: Postsecondary S&E teachers not included because they
cannot be identified in data source.

SOURCE: University of Michigan, Integrated Public Use Microdata
Series, 1990-2000 Decennial Census files and 2007 American
Community Survey, http://usa.ipums.org/usa/, special tabulations.
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Figure 3-29

Representation of women among workers whose
highest degree is S&E bachelor’s, by year of
degree: 2006

Percent
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SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2006), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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Figure 3-30

Representation of women among workers whose
highest degree is S&E doctorate, by year of
doctorate: 2006

Percent
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SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2006), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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Age Distribution and Experience. On average, women
in the S&E workforce are younger than men (figures 3-31
and 3-32). Forty-six percent of women and 31% of men
employed in science and engineering in 2003 received their
degrees within the previous 10 years. The difference is even
more profound at the doctoral level, which has a much great-
er concentration of women in their late thirties. Consequent-
ly, a much larger proportion of male scientists and engineers
at all degree levels, but particularly at the doctorate level,
will reach traditional retirement age during the next decade.
This will affect sex ratios and potentially the number of fe-
male scientists in senior-level positions.

Unemployment. Unemployment rates in 2006 were
somewhat higher for women in S&E occupations than for
men: 2.2% of men and 2.9% of women were unemployed. In
contrast, the unemployment rate in 1993 was 2.7% for men
and 2.1% for women (table 3-14).

Representation of Racial and Ethnic Minorities
in S&E

With the exception of Asians/Pacific Islanders, racial
and ethnic minorities represent only a small proportion of
those employed in S&E occupations in the United States.

Figure 3-31

Age distribution of individuals in S&E occupations,
by sex: 2003

Density (percent)
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NOTE: Age distribution smoothed with kernel density techniques.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2003), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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Figure 3-32

Age distribution of doctorate holders in S&E
occupations, by sex: 2003

Density (percent)
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SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2003), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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Table 3-14

Unemployment rate for individuals in S&E
occupations, by sex, race/ethnicity, and visa
status: 1993, 2003, and 2006

(Percent)
Characteristic 1993 2003 2006
All individuals in S&E
occupations .......ccceeeceeeniins 2.6 3.3 2.4
Sex
Male 2.7 3.3 2.2
Female. 2.1 3.5 2.9
Race/ethnicity
WhIte ..o 2.4 2.9 2.2
Asian/Pacific Islander-..... 4.0 5.7 2.8
Black ....ccceveeeiiiiiiiene 2.8 4.2 4.4
Hispanic .......cccocveveernenne 3.5 2.5 2.5
Temporary residents ........... 3.4 2.7 2.8

NOTE: 2003 and 2006 data include some individuals with multiple
races in each category.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (1993, 2003, and 2006), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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Collectively, blacks, Hispanics, and other ethnic groups (the
latter category includes American Indians/Alaska Natives)
constitute 24% of the total U.S. population, 13% of college
graduates, and 10% of college-educated individuals em-
ployed in S&E occupations.

Conversely, Asians/Pacific Islanders, despite constituting
only 5% of the U.S. population, accounted for 7% of college
graduates and 14% of those employed in S&E occupations
in 2003. Although most (82%) Asians/Pacific Islanders in
S&E occupations were foreign born, those born in the Unit-
ed States were also more highly represented in S&E than in
the total workforce.

Age Distribution. As is the case for women, underrep-
resented racial and ethnic minorities in the S&E workforce
are much younger than non-Hispanic whites in the same
S&E jobs (figure 3-33), and this difference is even more
pronounced for doctorate holders in S&E occupations (fig-
ure 3-34). This finding could point to an upcoming shift in
the overall composition of the S&E workforce. In the near
future, a much greater proportion of non-Hispanic white
doctorate holders in S&E occupations will be reaching tra-
ditional retirement ages. This circumstance could signal a
more rapid increase in the number of non-Hispanic white

Figure 3-33

Age distribution of individuals in S&E occupations,
by race/ethnicity: 2003

Density (percent)
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SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2003), http://sestat.nsf.gov.

Science and Engineering Indicators 2010

¢ 3-35

doctorate holders who will retire or otherwise leave S&E
employment. On the other hand, Asian/Pacific Islander doc-
torate holders in S&E occupations (measured by race and
not by place of birth) are on average the youngest racial/
ethnic group, and thus the least likely to have large numbers
of retirees.

Salary Differentials for Women and Minorities

Trends in Median Salaries. Women and members of
underrepresented minority groups have generally lower
earnings than their male and nonminority counterparts.
However, differences in average age, work experience,
fields of degree, sector of employment, and other charac-
teristics can make direct comparison of salary and earnings
statistics misleading. This section discusses these income
gaps and explores some of the underlying factors that may
affect them.

Factors Influencing Salary Differentials. Regression
analysis is a statistical method that can be used to examine
salary and other differences simultaneously.” Although this
type of analysis can provide insight, it cannot give definitive
answers to questions about the openness of S&E to women

Figure 3-34

Age distribution of S&E doctorate holders in S&E
occupations, by race/ethnicity: 2003
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and minorities. The most basic reason is that no labor force
survey ever captures information on all characteristics that
may affect compensation.

Figures 3-35 and 3-36 show estimates of salary differ-
ences for different groups after controlling for several in-
dividual characteristics. Differences in mean annual salary
are substantial when comparing all individuals with S&E
degrees by level of degree only.

In 2006, women with S&E bachelor’s degrees working
full time had mean salaries that were 36.2% less than those
of their male counterparts. Likewise, full-time salaries of
blacks, Hispanics, and individuals in other underrepresent-
ed ethnic groups with S&E bachelor’s degrees were 25.8%
less than those of non-Hispanic whites and Asians/Pacific
Islanders with S&E bachelor’s degrees.® While still sub-
stantial, these salary differentials decrease as level of degree
increases for both women and ethnic minorities, reaching
21.1% and 15.0% respectively.

Figure 3-35

Estimated differences in full-time salary between
women and men with highest degree in S&E,
controlling for level of degree and other
characteristics: 2006

Total difference

in full-time
salary 3 i i
- M Bachelor's
Controlling for : )
age and years | M Master's
since degree

D Doctorate

Plus field
of degree

Plus occupation
and employer
characteristics

Plus family
and personal
characteristics

Plus sex-specific
marriage and | *
child effects | *
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Negative salary differential (percent)

*

= not significantly different from zero at p = .05

NOTES: Salary differentials represent estimated differences in
full-time salary for women compared to men in regression analyses
including different characteristics. Regression coefficients are
estimated using the natural log of full-time annual salary as the
dependent variable.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2006), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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Effects of Age and Years Since Degree. On average,
women and members of underrepresented minority groups
are younger than their counterparts in most S&E fields. Con-
trolling for differences in both age and years since receipt
of degree reduces the estimated salary differential for both
women and minorities at every degree level.

For women, it reduces salary differentials by about one-
third at the bachelor’s and master’s degree levels, and by
about half at the doctorate level.® Statistical controls may
make less difference at lower degree levels because simi-
lar proportions of men and women with S&E degrees are in
mid-career, but a larger proportion of men are at older ages,
where salaries begin to decline.

For underrepresented ethnic minorities, controlling for
age and years since degree produces proportionally larger
reductions in salary differentials than is the case for women.
Introducing these controls reduces salary differentials be-
tween underrepresented minorities and both non-Hispanic
whites and Asians/Pacific Islanders by more than half at all
degree levels.

Figure 3-36

Estimated differences in full-time salary of
underrepresented minorities versus non-Hispanic
whites and Asians with highest degree in S&E,
controlling for level of degree and other
characteristics: 2006

Total difference
in full-time
salary
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NOTES: Salary differentials represent estimated differences in
full-time salary for underrepresented ethnic minorities compared to
non-Hispanic whites and Asians in regression analyses including
different characteristics. Regression coefficients are estimated using
the natural log of full-time annual salary as the dependent variable.

SOURCE: National Science Foundation, Division of Science
Resources Statistics, Scientists and Engineers Statistical Data
System (SESTAT) (2006), http://sestat.nsf.gov.
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Effects of Field of Degree on Salary Differentials. Con-
trolling for field of degree in addition to age and years since
degree reduces the estimated salary differentials for women
with S&E degrees to —12.0% at the bachelor’s degree level
and to —7.6% at the doctorate level.!° These reductions gen-
erally reflect the greater concentration of women in the low-
er-paying social and life sciences as opposed to engineering
and computer sciences.

Field of degree is also associated with reduction of es-
timated salary differentials for underrepresented ethnic
groups. Controlling for field of degree further reduces salary
differentials to —9.1% for individuals with S&E bachelor’s
degrees and to —5.5% for individuals with S&E doctorates.
At the doctoral level, field of degree, age, and years since
degree together account for two-thirds of salary differentials
for underrepresented ethnic groups.

Effects of Occupation and Employer Characteristics
on Salary Differentials. Occupation and employer charac-
teristics affect compensation.'! Academic and nonprofit em-
ployers typically pay less for the same skills than employers
pay in the private sector, and government compensation falls
somewhere between the two groups. Other factors affecting
salary are the sector of the economy, the U.S. region where
a person works, and whether the person is working in S&E
or in R&D. However, occupation and employer characteris-
tics may not be determined solely by individual choice; they
may also in part reflect an individual’s career success.

When comparing women with men and underrepresented
ethnic groups with non-Hispanic whites and Asians/Pacific
Islanders, controlling for occupation and employer further
reduces salary differentials. At the doctoral level, controlling
for occupation leaves no statistically significant difference
between the salaries of underrepresented ethnic groups com-
pared with non-Hispanic whites and Asians/Pacific Islanders.

Effects of Family and Personal Characteristics on Sal-
ary Differentials. Marital status, the presence of children,
parental education, and other personal characteristics are of-
ten associated with differences in compensation. Although
these differences may involve discrimination, they may also
reflect many subtle individual differences that can affect
work productivity.'? For example, having highly educated
parents is associated with higher salaries for individuals
of all ethnicities and both sexes. It may well be associated
with greater academic achievement not directly measured in
these data; alternatively, it may be associated with family
and personal networks that are conducive to career success.
In any event, for many individuals in many ethnic groups,
historical discrimination probably affected parents’ educa-
tional opportunities and achievement.

Controlling for these additional characteristics changes
salary differentials only slightly for each group and degree
level.'”3 An additional issue for the wage differentials of
women, however, is that family and child variables often
have different effects for men and women. In these esti-
mates, both marriage and children are associated with higher
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salaries for men with S&E degrees at all levels, but have a
negligible association with women’s earnings. Allowing for
these differences in sex effects reduces the salary differential
at the bachelor’s degree level to 4.7% and leaves no statisti-
cally significant difference in salary at the master’s degree
and doctorate levels.

S&E Labor Market Conditions

Labor market conditions for scientists and engineers af-
fect the attractiveness of S&E fields to both students and
those already in the labor force. In general, holders of S&E
degrees have higher rates of pay and lower rates of unem-
ployment than other college graduates. However, this does
not exempt them from unemployment due to overall busi-
ness cycles or specific events affecting individuals with
training in their fields. This section looks at both long-term
and recent trends using NSF, Census Bureau, and BLS data.

Earnings

The estimated annual wages of individuals in S&E oc-
cupations, based on BLS’s OES survey, are considerably
higher than the average of the total workforce. Median an-
nual wages in 2007 (regardless of education level or field)
in S&E occupations were $70,600, more than double the
median ($31,410) for total U.S. employment (table 3-15).
The spread in average (mean) wage was less dramatic but
still quite wide, with individuals in S&E occupations again
earning considerably more on average ($74,070) than work-
ers in all occupations ($40,690). Mean S&E wages ranged
from $66,370 for social science occupations to $81,050 for
engineering occupations. Mean annual wages for technol-
ogy occupations ranged from $53,165 for technicians and
programmers to $114,470 for S&E managers.

The 2004-07 growth in mean wages for both the S&E
and STEM occupation groups (3.4%) was slightly greater
than that for all workers included in the OES survey (3.2%).
Among S&E occupations, those in physical S&E occupa-
tions experienced the highest wage growth (3.7% average
annual rate) and those in social science occupations experi-
enced the lowest (3.1% average annual rate).

Workers with S&E degrees also have higher earnings
than those with degrees in other fields. Figure 3-37 shows
estimates of median salary at different points in life for in-
dividuals with a bachelor’s degree as their highest degree in
a variety of fields. Except in the first 4 years after earning
their degrees, holders of S&E bachelor’s degrees earn more
than those with non-S&E degrees at every year since degree.
Median salaries for S&E bachelor’s degree holders in 2003
peaked at $65,000 at 15-19 years after receiving their de-
gree, compared with $49,000 for those with non-S&E bache-
lor’s degrees. Median salaries of individuals with bachelor’s
degrees in S&E-related fields (such as technology, archi-
tecture, or health) peaked at $52,000 at 25-29 years after
degree, but were higher than those for non-S&E bachelor’s
degree holders at most years since receiving their degree.
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Table 3-15
Annual earnings and earnings growth in science and technology and related occupations: May 2004-May 2007
Mean Median
Average annual Average
2007 annual  growth rate since 2007 annual annual growth rate

Occupation earnings ($) 2004 (%) earnings ($) since 2004 (%)
All U.S. emPloymMeNt.......coceiiiiiiiiiieeie et 40,690 3.2 31,410 3.0
STEM occupations 72,000 3.4 66,950 3.3
S&E occupations 74,070 3.4 70,600 3.4
Computer/mathematical scientists.........cccceveeeiveennene 71,940 3.4 68,910 3.5
Life scientists.......c.cceeeveeiiicncenns 71,700 3.3 63,170 3.1
Physical scientists 73,720 3.7 67,190 3.9
Social scientists.... 66,370 3.1 60,380 3.2
ENGINEEIS.....iiiiiiieiiectteete et 81,050 3.7 77,750 3.5
Technology 0CCUPALIONS ........cccevveiiiiiieiiieiieciie e 67,870 0.3 NA NA
S&E MANAGEIS ..euveeuteeiuieeiiieeiteesteesaeeesseeseeesseeesseesneeens 114,470 4.7 NA NA
S&E technicians/computer programmers ............c........ 53,165 2.8 NA NA
S&E-related occupations (not included above) .. 66,150 4.1 50,540 4.5
Health-related occupations.........c..cccccveenneen. . 66,000 4.4 55,310 4.8
Other S&E-related occupations ...........cceeveeercveeneeeiieeninens 73,110 3.3 50,250 3.8

NA = not available

STEM = science, technology, engineering, and mathematics

NOTE: Occupational Employment Statistics (OES) employment data do not cover employment in agriculture, private household, or among self-employed,

and therefore do not represent total U.S. employment.
SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, OES Survey (May 2004 and May 2007).

Figure 3-37

Median salaries for bachelor’s degree holders,
by broad field classification and years since
degree: 2003
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