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Goals and Targets Statistical Indicators Definition

Goal 1: End poverty in all its forms everywhere
Target 1.1: 
By 2030, eradicate extreme 
poverty for all people 
everywhere, currently 
measured as people living on 
less than $1.25 a day.

1.1.1 Proportion of 
population below the 
international poverty line, by 
sex, age, employment status 
and geographical location 
(urban/rural)

Proportion of the population living on less than $1.90 a day, measured at 2011 
international prices, adjusted for purchasing power parity (PPP).

Note:
PPP conversion factor for private consumption is the number of units of a 
country’s currency required to buy the same amount of goods and services in 
the domestic market as a US dollar would buy in the United States.
The working poor refers to the proportion of employed population living in 
households with consumption or income per capita that is less than $1.9 
(2011 PPP) per day.

Note: 
The proportion of working poor in total employment (also known as the 
working poverty rate) combines data on household income or consumption 
with labor force variables measured at the individual level.

Target 1.2: 
By 2030, reduce at least by 
half the proportion of men, 
women and children of all 
ages living in poverty in all 
its dimensions according to 
national definitions.

1.2.1 Proportion of 
population living below the 
national poverty line, by sex 
and age

Proportion of population living below the national poverty line.

Note: 
National poverty rate is defined at country-specific poverty lines in local 
currencies, which are different in real terms across countries and different 
from the $1.90-a-day international poverty line. Thus, national poverty rates 
cannot be compared across countries or with the $1.90-a-day poverty rate.

Target 1.3: 
Implement nationally 
appropriate social protection 
systems and measures for all, 
including floors, and by 2030 
achieve substantial coverage 
of the poor and the vulnerable.

1.3.1 Proportion of 
population covered by social 
protection floors/systems, by 
sex, distinguishing children, 
unemployed persons, older 
persons, persons with 
disabilities, pregnant women, 
newborns, work-injury 
victims and the poor and the 
vulnerable

Proportion of the population covered by social protection floors or systems and 
includes the component proportion of unemployed who receive unemployment 
benefits, which is defined as the number of unemployed persons receiving 
unemployment benefits divided by the total number of unemployment 
persons times 100.

Note:
Social protection floors are nationally defined sets of basic social security 
guarantees that should ensure, as a minimum, that over the life cycle, all in 
need have access to essential health care and to basic income security which, 
together, secure effective access to goods and services defined as necessary 
at the national level. This should include at least access to essential health 
care,  including maternity care; basic income security for children; basic income 
security for persons of working age who are unable to earn sufficient income, 
in particular in cases of sickness, unemployment, maternity and disability; and 
basic income security for older persons.

Sustainable Development Goals

continued.

This part contains the definitions of statistical indicators 
that are covered in Part 1 - Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and Part 2 - Regional Trends and 
Tables. The definitions are taken mostly from the 
Asian Development Bank’s Development Indicators 
Reference Manual, including websites and publications 
of international and private organizations such as the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO); International Labour Organization (ILO); 
International Monetary Fund (IMF); International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU); Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD); 
Transparency International; United Nations Children’s 

Fund (UNICEF); United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO); United 
Nations Population Division (UNPD); United Nations 
Statistics Division (UNSD); World Bank; World Health 
Organization (WHO); and United Nations World 
Tourism Organization (UNWTO). The SDG indicators 
are arranged according to their respective goals and 
targets before they are defined, while the indicators for 
the Regional Trends and Tables are grouped according 
to their themes and subtopics before they are defined. 
In many instances, the indicators themselves, rather 
than their growth rates or ratios to another indicator, 
are defined.
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Goal 2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture
Target 2.1: 
By 2030, end hunger and 
ensure access by all people, in 
particular the poor and people 
in vulnerable situations, 
including infants, to safe, 
nutritious and sufficient food 
all year round.

2.1.1 Prevalence of 
undernourishment

Proportion of the population whose habitual food consumption is insufficient 
to provide the dietary energy levels that are required to maintain a normal 
active and healthy life. 

Note:
Undernourishment is defined as the condition by which a person has access, 
on a regular basis, to amounts of food that are insufficient to provide the 
energy required for conducting a normal, healthy and active life, given his or 
her own dietary energy requirements.

Target 2.2: 
By 2030, end all forms of 
malnutrition, including 
achieving, by 2025, the 
internationally agreed targets 
on stunting and wasting in 
children under 5 years of age, 
and address the nutritional 
needs of adolescent girls, 
pregnant and lactating women 
and older persons.

2.2.1 Prevalence of stunting 
(height for age <–2 standard 
deviation from the median 
of the World Health 
Organization (WHO) Child 
Growth Standards) among 
children under 5 years of age

Percentage of children aged 0–59 months who are below minus two standard 
deviations from median height-for-age of the WHO Child Growth Standards.

2.2.2.a Prevalence of 
malnutrition (weight for 
height <–2 standard deviation 
from the median of the WHO 
Child Growth Standards) 
among children under 5 years 
of age (wasting)

Percentage of children aged 0–59 months who are below minus two standard 
deviations from median weight-for-height of the WHO Child Growth 
Standards.

2.2.2.b Prevalence of 
malnutrition (weight for 
height >+2 standard deviation 
from the median of the WHO 
Child Growth Standards) 
among children under 5 years 
of age (overweight)

Percentage of children aged 0–59 months who are above two standard 
deviations from median weight-for-height of the WHO Child Growth 
Standards.

Target 2.a: 
Increase investment, 
including through enhanced 
international cooperation, 
in rural infrastructure, 
agricultural research and 
extension services, technology 
development and plant 
and livestock gene banks in 
order to enhance agricultural 
productive capacity in 
developing countries, in 
particular least developed 
countries.

2.a.2 Total official flows 
(official development 
assistance plus other official 
flows) to the agriculture 
sector

Gross disbursements of total Official Development Assistance (ODA) and 
Other Official Flows (OOF) from all donors to the agriculture sector.

Note:
Total ODA and OOF to developing countries quantify the public effort 
(excluding export credits) that donors provide to developing countries for 
agriculture.

Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages
Target 3.1: 
By 2030, reduce the global 
maternal mortality ratio to 
less than 70 per 100,000 live 
births.

3.1.1 Maternal mortality ratio Number of maternal deaths during a given time period per 100,000 live births 
during the same time period. 

Note:
The term maternal deaths refers to the annual number of female deaths from 
any cause related to or aggravated by pregnancy or its management (excluding 
accidental or incidental causes) during pregnancy and childbirth or within 
42 days of termination of pregnancy, irrespective of the duration and site of 
the pregnancy, expressed per 100,000 live births, for a specified time period.

3.1.2 Proportion of births 
attended by skilled health 
personnel

Percentage of live births attended by skilled health personnel during a specified 
time period, generally up to the past 5 years.

Note:
The proportion of birth attended by skilled health personnel provides an 
indicator of access by pregnant women to appropriate delivery care that can 
provide quality management of labor and delivery, assess obstetric risks, treat, 
and refer appropriately.

continued.



339Sustainable Development Goals
D

efinitions

Goals and Targets Statistical Indicators Definition

Target 3.2: 
By 2030, end preventable 
deaths of newborns and 
children under 5 years of age, 
with all countries aiming to 
reduce neonatal mortality 
to at least as low as 12 per 
1,000 live births and under-5 
mortality to at least as low as 
25 per 1,000 live births.

3.2.1 Under-five mortality 
rate

The probability of a child born in a specific year or period dying before reaching 
the age of 5 years, if subject to age specific mortality rates of that period, 
expressed per 1,000 live births.

Note:
The under-five mortality rate as defined here is, strictly speaking, not a rate 
(i.e., the number of deaths divided by the number of population at risk during 
a certain period of time) but a probability of death derived from a life table 
and expressed as a rate per 1,000 live births.

3.2.2 Neonatal mortality rate Probability that a child born in a specific year or period will die during the 
first 28 completed days of life if subject to age-specific mortality rates of that 
period, expressed per 1,000 live births.

Note:
Neonatal deaths (deaths among live births during the first 28 completed days 
of life) may be subdivided into early neonatal deaths, occurring during the first 
7 days of life, and late neonatal deaths, occurring after the 7th day but before 
the 28th completed day of life.

Target 3.3: 
By 2030, end the epidemics 
of AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria 
and neglected tropical 
diseases and combat hepatitis, 
water-borne diseases, and 
other communicable diseases.

3.3.1 Number of new 
HIV infections per 1,000 
uninfected population, by 
sex, age, and key populations

The number of new HIV infections per 1,000 person-years among the 
uninfected population.

3.3.2 Tuberculosis incidence 
per 100,000 population

The estimated number of new and relapse TB cases (all forms of TB, including 
cases in people living with HIV) arising in a given year, expressed as a rate per 
100,000 population.

3.3.3 Malaria incidence per 
1,000 population

Number of reported new cases of malaria per 1,000 people each year.

Target 3.4: 
By 2030, reduce by one 
third premature mortality 
from noncommunicable 
diseases through prevention 
and treatment and promote 
mental health and well-being.

3.4.1 Mortality rate 
attributed to cardiovascular 
disease, cancer, diabetes or 
chronic respiratory disease

Probability of dying between the ages of 30 and 70 years from cardiovascular 
diseases, cancer, diabetes or chronic respiratory diseases, defined as the per 
cent of 30-year-old people who would die before their 70th birthday from 
cardiovascular disease, cancer, diabetes, or chronic respiratory disease, 
assuming that s/he would experience current mortality rates at every age and 
s/he would not die from any other cause of death (e.g., injuries or HIV/AIDS).

Target 3.6: 
By 2020, halve the number of 
global deaths and injuries from 
road traffic accidents.

3.6.1 Death rate due to road 
traffic injuries

The number of road traffic fatal injury deaths per 100,000 population. 

Target 3.7: 
By 2030, ensure universal 
access to sexual and 
reproductive health-care 
services, including for family 
planning, information and 
education, and the integration 
of reproductive health into 
national strategies and 
programmes.

3.7.2 Adolescent birth rate  
(aged 10–14 years; aged 
15–19 years) per 1,000 
women in that age group

Annual number of births to females aged 10–14 or 15–19 years per 1,000 
females in the respective age group.

Note: 
The adolescent birth rate among women aged 10–14 or 15–19 years is also 
referred to as the age-specific fertility rate for women aged 10–14 or 15–19.

Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all
Target 4.1:
By 2030, ensure that all girls 
and boys complete free, 
equitable and quality primary 
and secondary education 
leading to relevant and 
effective learning outcomes.

4.1.1 Proportion of 
children at the end of 
primary achieving at least a 
minimum proficiency level in 
mathematics, by sex

Percentage of children at the end of primary education achieving at least a 
minimum proficiency level in mathematics. 

Note:
The minimum proficiency level will be measured relative to new common 
mathematics scales currently in development.

The actual SDG indicator is the proportion of children and young people: (a) 
in grades 2/3; (b) at the end or primary; and (c) at the end of lower secondary 
school achieving at least a minimum proficiency level in (i) reading and (ii) 
mathematics. This indicator is calculated as the percentage of children and/
or young people at the relevant stage of education achieving or exceeding a 
pre-defined proficiency level in a given subject.

continued.
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Target 4.2:
By 2030, ensure that all 
girls and boys have access 
to quality early childhood 
development, care and pre-
primary education so that 
they are ready for primary 
education.

4.2.2 Participation rate in 
organized learning (one year 
before the official primary 
entry age), by sex

Percentage of children in the given age range who participate in one or more 
organized learning programs, including programs that offer a combination of 
education and care.

Note:
An organized learning program is one that consists of a coherent set or 
sequence of educational activities designed with the intention of achieving 
pre-determined learning outcomes or the accomplishment of a specific set 
of educational tasks. Early childhood and primary education programs are 
examples of organized learning programmes.

The official primary entry age is the age at which children are obliged to start 
primary education according to national legislation or policies.

Target 4.c:
By 2030, substantially 
increase the supply of qualified 
teachers, including through 
international cooperation for 
teacher training in developing 
countries, especially least 
developed countries and small 
island developing States.

4.c.1.a Proportion of teachers 
in preprimary education who 
have received at least the 
minimum organized teacher 
training

The percentage of teachers by level of education taught (pre-primary, primary, 
lower secondary and upper secondary) who have received at least the minimum 
organized pedagogical teacher training pre-service and in-service required for 
teaching at the relevant level in a given country.

Note:
The indicator should be calculated separately for public and private institutions.4.c.1.b Proportion of teachers 

in primary education who have 
received at least the minimum 
organized teacher training
4.c.1.c Proportion of teachers 
in lower secondary education 
who have received at least the 
minimum organized teacher 
training
4.c.1.d Proportion of teachers 
in upper secondary education 
who have received at least the 
minimum organized teacher 
training

Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls
Target 5.3:
Eliminate all harmful practices, 
such as child, early and forced 
marriage and female genital 
mutilation.

5.3.1 Proportion of women 
aged 20–24 years who were 
married or in a union before  
age 15 and before age 18

Proportion of women aged 20–24 years who were married or in a union by 
age 15 and by age 18.

Note:
Both formal (i.e., marriages) and informal unions are covered under this 
indicator. Informal unions are generally defined as those in which a couple 
lives together for some time, intends to have a lasting relationship, but for 
which there has been no formal civil or religious ceremony (i.e., cohabitation).

Target 5.5:
Ensure women’s full and 
effective participation and 
equal opportunities for 
leadership at all levels of 
decision-making in political, 
economic and public life.

5.5.1 Proportion of seats 
held by women in national 
parliaments and local 
governments

The percentage of parliamentary seats in a single or lower chamber held by 
women.

Note:
The data available for the countries may vary with suspensions and dissolutions 
of parliaments.

Goal 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all
Target 6.1:
By 2030, achieve universal 
and equitable access to safe 
and affordable drinking water 
for all.

6.1.1 Proportion of 
population using safely 
managed drinking water 
services

Proportion of population using an improved basic drinking water source that 
is located on premises and available when needed and free of faecal (and 
priority chemical) contamination.

Note:
Improved drinking water sources include the following: piped water into 
dwelling, yard or plot; public taps or standpipes; boreholes or tubewells; 
protected dug wells; and protected springs and rainwater. Packaged drinking 
water is considered improved if households use an improved water source for 
other domestic purposes.

The WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply and 
Sanitation (JMP) estimates access to basic services for each country, separately 
in urban and rural areas, by fitting a regression line to a series of data points from 
household surveys and censuses. This approach was used to report on use of 
“improved water” sources for MDG monitoring. The JMP is evaluating the use 
of alternative statistical estimation methods as more data become available.

continued.
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Target 6.2: 
By 2030, achieve access 
to adequate and equitable 
sanitation and hygiene for 
all and end open defecation, 
paying special attention to the 
needs of women and girls and 
those in vulnerable situations.

6.2.1 Proportion of 
population using safely 
managed sanitation services, 
including a hand-washing 
facility with soap and water

The proportion of the population using an improved basic sanitation facility 
at the household level which is not shared with other households and where 
excreta is safely disposed in situ or treated off-site.

Note:
“Improved” source includes flush or pour flush toilets to sewer systems, septic 
tanks or pit latrines, ventilated improved pit latrines, pit latrines with a slab, 
and composting toilets. A handwashing facility pertains to a device that serves 
to contain, transport or regulate the flow of water to facilitate handwashing 
with soap and water.

Target 6.4: 
By 2030, substantially 
increase water-use efficiency 
across all sectors and ensure 
sustainable withdrawals 
and supply of freshwater to 
address water scarcity and 
substantially reduce the 
number of people suffering 
from water scarcity.

6.4.2 Level of water stress: 
freshwater withdrawal as 
a proportion of available 
freshwater resources

The ratio between total freshwater withdrawn by all major sectors and total 
renewable freshwater resources, after taking into account environmental 
water requirements.

Note: 
Total freshwater withdrawal (TWW) is the volume of freshwater extracted 
from its source (rivers, lakes, aquifers) for agriculture, industries and 
municipalities. Freshwater withdrawal includes primary freshwater (not 
withdrawn before), secondary freshwater (previously withdrawn and returned 
to rivers and groundwater, such as discharged wastewater and agricultural 
drainage water) and fossil groundwater. Main sectors, as defined by ISIC 
standards, include agriculture; forestry and fishing; manufacturing; electricity 
industry; and services. Environmental water requirements are the quantities of 
water required to sustain freshwater and estuarine ecosystems. This indicator 
is also known as water withdrawal intensity. 

Target 6.a: 
By 2030, expand international 
cooperation and capacity-
building support to developing 
countries in water- and 
sanitation-related activities 
and programmes, including 
water harvesting, desalination, 
water efficiency, wastewater 
treatment, recycling and reuse 
technologies.

6.a.1 - Amount of water- and 
sanitation-related official 
development assistance 
that is part of a government-
coordinated spending plan

The proportion of total water and sanitation-related official development 
assistance (ODA) disbursements that are included in the government budget.

Note:
The amount of water and sanitation-related ODA is a quantifiable 
measurement as a proxy for “international cooperation
and capacity development support” in financial terms.

A low value of this indicator (near 0%) would suggest that international donors 
are investing in water-and sanitation-related activities and programs in the 
country outside the purview of the national government. A high value (near 
100%) would indicate that donors are aligned with national government and 
national policies and plans for water and sanitation.

Goal 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all
Target 7.1: 
By 2030, ensure universal 
access to affordable, reliable 
and modern energy services.

7.1.1 Proportion of 
population with access to 
electricity

Percentage of the population that has access to electricity.

Access to electricity addresses major critical issues in all the dimensions of 
sustainable development. The target has a wide range of social and economic 
impacts, including facilitating development of household-based income 
generating activities and lightening the burden of household tasks.

Target 7.2: 
By 2030, increase 
substantially the share of 
renewable energy in the global 
energy mix.

7.2.1 Renewable energy 
share in the total final energy 
consumption

The percentage of final consumption of energy that is derived from renewable 
resources.

Note:
Renewable energy consumption includes consumption of energy derived from 
hydro, solid biofuels, wind, solar, liquid biofuels, biogas, geothermal, marine, 
and waste. Total final energy consumption is calculated from national balances 
and statistics as total final consumption minus non-energy use.

Target 7.3: 
By 2030, double the global 
rate of improvement in energy 
efficiency.

7.3.1 Energy intensity 
measured in terms of primary 
energy and GDP

The energy supplied to the economy per unit value of economic output.

Note:
Total energy supply, as defined by the International Recommendations for 
Energy Statistics,  as made up of production plus net imports minus international 
marine and aviation bunkers plus-stock changes. For international comparison 
purposes, gross domestic product (GDP) is measured in constant terms at 
purchasing power parity.

continued.
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Goal 8: Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for all
Target 8.1: 
Sustain per capita economic 
growth in accordance with 
national circumstances and, in 
particular, at least 7 percent 
gross domestic product 
growth per annum in the least 
developed countries.

8.1.1 Annual growth rate of 
real GDP per capita

Percentage change in the real GDP per capita between two consecutive years.

Note:
Real GDP per capita is calculated by dividing GDP at constant prices by 
the population of a country or area. The data for real GDP are measured in 
constant US dollars to facilitate the calculation of country growth rates and 
aggregation of the country data.

Target 8.2: 
Achieve higher levels of 
economic productivity 
through diversification, 
technological upgrading and 
innovation, including through 
a focus on high-value added 
and labour-intensive sectors.

8.2.1 Annual growth rate 
of real GDP per employed 
person

Annual growth rate of real GDP per employed person conveys the annual 
percentage change in real GDP per employed person.

Target 8.5: 
By 2030, achieve full and 
productive employment and 
decent work for all women 
and men, including for young 
people and persons with 
disabilities, and equal pay for 
work of equal value.

8.5.2 Unemployment rate, 
by sex

Percentage of number of unemployed in the labor force.

Target 8.6: 
By 2020, substantially reduce 
the proportion of youth not 
in employment, education or 
training.

8.6.1 Proportion of youth 
(aged 15–24 years) not in 
education, employment or 
training

Percentage of youth (15–24 years old) who are not in employment and not 
in education or training (Not in Education, Employment or Training [NEET]).

Target 8.7: 
Take immediate and effective 
measures to eradicate forced 
labour, end modern slavery 
and human trafficking and 
secure the prohibition and 
elimination of the worst forms 
of child labour, including 
recruitment and use of child 
soldiers, and by 2025 end 
child labour in all its forms.

8.7.1 Proportion and number 
of children aged 5–17 years 
engaged in child labor

The number of children aged 5–17 years who are reported to have been engaged 
in child labour in the past week divided by the total number of children aged 
5–17 in the population.

Target 8.10: 
Strengthen the capacity of 
domestic financial institutions 
to encourage and expand 
access to banking, insurance 
and financial services for all.

8.10.1 Number of 
commercial bank branches 
and automated teller 
machines (ATMs) per 
100,000 adults

The number of ATMs per 100,000 adults is calculated by dividing the product 
of the number of ATMs and 100,000 to total adult population in the reporting 
country. 

The number of commercial bank branches is calculated by dividing the product 
of number of institutions plus number of branches and 100,000 to total adult 
population in the reporting country.

Note:
The number of commercial bank branches is calculated for commercial 
banks, credit unions and financial cooperatives, and all multilateral financing 
institutions.

8.10.2 Proportion of adults 
(15 years and older) with an 
account at a bank or other 
financial institution or with 
a mobile- money-service 
provider

The percentage of adults (ages 15+) who report having an account 
(by themselves or together with someone else) at a bank or another type of 
financial institution or personally using a mobile money service in the past 
12 months.
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Target 8.a: 
Increase Aid for Trade support 
for developing countries, in 
particular least developed 
countries, including through 
the Enhanced Integrated 
Framework for Trade-related 
Technical Assistance to Least 
Developed Countries.

8.a.1 Aid for Trade 
commitments and 
disbursements

Gross disbursements and commitments of total ODA from all donors for aid 
for trade.

Goal 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster innovation
Target 9.1: 
Develop quality, reliable, 
sustainable and resilient 
infrastructure, including 
regional and transborder 
infrastructure, to support 
economic development and 
human well-being, with a 
focus on affordable and 
equitable access for all.

9.1.2 Freight volume, by air 
transport
(thousand metric tons)

Passenger and freight volumes is the sum of the passenger and freight volumes 
reported for the air carriers in terms of number of people and metric tons of 
cargo respectively.

9.1.2 Passenger volume, 
by air transport (number of 
units)

Target 9.2: 
Promote inclusive and 
sustainable industrialization 
and, by 2030, significantly 
raise industry’s share of 
employment and gross 
domestic product, in line 
with national circumstances, 
and double its share in least 
developed countries.

9.2.1 Manufacturing value 
added as a proportion of GDP 
and per capita

Total value of goods and services net of intermediate consumption. It is generally 
compiled as the sum of the value added of all manufacturing activity units in 
operation in the reference period.

Note:
For the purpose of comparing over time and across countries, manufacturing 
value added is estimated in terms of constant prices in US dollars. The current 
series are given at constant prices of 2010.

9.2.2 Manufacturing 
employment as a proportion 
of total employment

The proportion of employed population who are engaged in manufacturing 
activities

Target 9.5: 
Enhance scientific research, 
upgrade the technological 
capabilities of industrial 
sectors in all countries, 
in particular developing 
countries, including, by 2030, 
encouraging innovation and 
substantially increasing the 
number of research and 
development workers per 
1 million people and public 
and private research and 
development spending.

9.5.1 Research and 
development expenditure  
as a proportion of GDP

Amount of research and development (R&D) expenditure divided by the 
total output of the economy.

9.5.2 Researchers  
(in full-time equivalent) 
per million inhabitants

Number of research and development workers (in full-time equivalent) per 
1 million people.

Target 9.a: 
Facilitate sustainable and 
resilient infrastructure 
development in developing 
countries through enhanced 
financial, technological and 
technical support to African 
countries, least developed 
countries, landlocked 
developing countries and small 
island developing States.

9.a.1 Total official 
international support  
(official development 
assistance plus other official 
flows) to infrastructure

Gross disbursements of total ODA and other official flows (OOF) from all 
donors in support of infrastructure.

continued.



344 Key Indicators for Asia and the Pacific 2016

Goals and Targets Statistical Indicators Definition

Target 9.b: 
Support domestic technology 
development, research and 
innovation in developing 
countries, including by 
ensuring a conducive policy 
environment for, inter alia, 
industrial diversification 
and value addition to 
commodities.

9.b.1 Proportion of medium 
and high-tech industry value 
added in total value added

Proportion of medium and high-technology industry value added in total 
value added shows the level of technological intensity of manufacturing in 
an economy. 

Note:
It is based on classification of industry into high, high-medium, low-
medium, and low technology sectors. Designation of an industry to high or 
medium level of technology is determined by R&D intake in manufacturing 
value added. A higher share of R&D expenditure means a higher level of 
technological intensity.

Goal 10: Reduce inequality within and among countries
Target 10.1: 
By 2030, progressively achieve 
and sustain income growth 
of the bottom 40 percent of 
the population at a rate higher 
than the national average.

10.1.1.a Growth rates of 
household expenditure or 
income per capita among the 
bottom 40% of the population 
(%)

The growth rate in the welfare aggregate of bottom 40% is computed as the 
annualized average growth rate in per capita real consumption or income 
of the bottom 40% of the income distribution in a country from household 
surveys over a roughly 5-year period.

10.1.1.b Growth rates of 
household expenditure or 
income per capita (%)

The national average growth rate in the welfare aggregate is computed as 
the annualized average growth rate in per capita real consumption or income 
of the total population in a country from household surveys over a roughly 
5-year period.

Goal 11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
Target 11.1: 
By 2030, ensure access for 
all to adequate, safe and 
affordable housing and basic 
services and upgrade slums

11.1.1: Proportion of urban 
population living in slums, 
informal settlements or 
inadequate housing

Proportion of urban population living in slums, informal settlements or 
inadequate housing is currently being measured by the proportion of urban 
population living in slums.

This indicator integrates the component of the slums and informal settlements 
that has been monitored for the last 15 years by UN-Habitat in mostly 
developing countries with a new component—inadequate housing—
that applies largely to the developed countries. By integrating these two 
components, the indicator is now universal and can be monitored in both 
developing and developed regions. The inadequate housing component 
allows capturing housing informality in more developed countries and 
wealthier urban contexts.

Target 11.6: 
By 2030, reduce the adverse 
per capita environmental 
impact of cities, including by 
paying special attention to 
air quality and municipal and 
other waste management.

11.6.2.a PM2.5 air pollution, 
mean annual exposure 
(micrograms per cubic meter)

The mean annual concentration of fine suspended particles of less than 
2.5 microns in diameters (PM2.5) is a common measure of air pollution. 

Note:
The mean is a population-weighted average for urban population in a country.

11.6.2.b PM2.5 air pollution, 
population exposed to levels 
exceeding WHO guideline 
value (% of total)

Percent of population exposed to ambient concentrations of PM2.5 that 
exceed the World Health Organization (WHO) guideline value is defined 
as the portion of a country’s population living in places where mean annual 
concentrations of PM2.5 are greater than 10 micrograms per cubic meter, 
the guideline value recommended by WHO as the lower end of the range 
of concentrations over which adverse health effects due to PM2.5 exposure 
have been observed.

Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development
Target 14.5: 
By 2020, conserve at least 10 
per cent of coastal and marine 
areas, consistent with national 
and international law and 
based on the best available 
scientific information.

14.5.1 Coverage of protected 
areas in relation to marine 
areas

The indicator coverage of protected areas in relation to marine areas shows 
temporal trends in the percentage of important sites for marine biodiversity 
(i.e., those that contribute significantly to the global persistence of 
biodiversity) that are wholly covered by designated protected areas.
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Goal 15: Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss
Target 15.1:
By 2020, ensure the 
conservation, restoration and 
sustainable use of terrestrial 
and inland freshwater 
ecosystems and their services, 
in particular forests, wetlands, 
mountains and drylands, in 
line with obligations under 
international agreements.

15.1.1 Forest area as a 
proportion of total land area

Forest area as a proportion of total land area.

Target 15.5: 
Take urgent and significant 
action to reduce the 
degradation of natural 
habitats, halt the loss of 
biodiversity and, by 2020, 
protect and prevent the 
extinction of threatened 
species.

15.5.1 Red List Index The Red List Index measures change in aggregate extinction risk across groups 
of species. It is based on genuine changes in the number of species in each 
category of extinction risk on The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 
(IUCN 2015), which is expressed as changes in an index ranging from 0 to 1.

Note:
The Red List Index value ranges from 1 (all species are categorized as “Least 
Concern”) to 0 (all species are categorized as “Extinct”), and so indicates 
how far the set of species has moved overall toward extinction.

Goal 16: Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, 
accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels
Targets 16.1: 
Significantly reduce all forms 
of violence and related death 
rates everywhere.

16.1.1 Number of victims of 
intentional homicide  
(per 100,000 population)

The total count of victims of intentional homicide divided by the total 
population, expressed per 100,000 population.

Intentional homicide is defined as the unlawful death inflicted upon a person 
with the intent to cause death or serious injury (International Classification of 
Crime for Statistical Purposes); population refers to total resident population 
in a given country in a given year.

This indicator is widely used at national and international levels to measure 
the most extreme form of violent crime, and it also provides a direct indication 
of lack of security.

16.1.3 Proportion of 
population subjected to 
physical, psychological, 
or sexual violence in the 
previous 12 months

The total number of persons who have been victim of physical, psychological, 
or sexual violence in the previous 12 months, as a share of the total population.

Target 16.9: 
By 2030, provide legal 
identity for all, including birth 
registration.

16.9.1 Proportion of children 
under 5 years of age whose 
births have been registered 
with a civil authority

Proportion of children under 5 years of age whose births have been registered 
with a civil authority.

Goal 17: Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development
Target 17.3: 
Mobilize additional financial 
resources for developing 
countries from multiple 
sources.

17.3.2 Volume of remittances 
(in United States dollars) as a 
proportion of total GDP

Inflow of personal remittances expressed as a percentage of GDP.

Note:
Personal remittances comprise of personal transfers and compensation of 
employees. Personal transfers consist of all current transfers in cash or in kind 
made or received by resident households to or from nonresident households. 
Personal transfers thus include all current transfers between resident and 
nonresident individuals. Compensation of employees refers to the income 
of border, seasonal, and other short-term workers who are employed in 
an economy where they are not residents, and of residents employed by 
nonresident entities. 

continued.
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Target 17.4: 
Assist developing countries 
in attaining long-term 
debt sustainability through 
coordinated policies aimed at 
fostering debt financing, debt 
relief and debt restructuring, 
as appropriate, and address 
the external debt of highly 
indebted poor countries to 
reduce debt distress.

17.4.1 Debt service as a 
proportion of exports of 
goods and services

Percentage of debt services (principal and interest payments) to the exports 
of goods and services. 

Note:
Debt services covered in this indicator refer only to public and publicly 
guaranteed debt.

Target 17.6: 
Enhance North-South, South-
South and triangular regional 
and international cooperation 
on and access to science, 
technology and innovation and 
enhance knowledge sharing 
on mutually agreed terms, 
including through improved 
coordination among existing 
mechanisms, in particular at 
the United Nations level, and 
through a global technology 
facilitation mechanism.

17.6.2 Fixed Internet 
broadband subscriptions per 
100 inhabitants,  
by speed

Number of fixed-broadband subscriptions to the public Internet, split by 
advertised download speed.

Note:
The indicator is currently broken down by the following subscription speeds:

- 256 kbit/s to less than 2 Mbit/s subscriptions: Refers to all fixed broadband 
internet subscriptions with advertised downstream speeds equal to, or greater 
than, 256 kbit/s and less than 2 Mbit/s.

- 2 Mbit/s to less than 10 Mbit/s subscriptions: Refers to all fixed -broadband 
internet subscriptions with advertised downstream speeds equal to, or greater 
than, 2 Mbit/s and less than 10 Mbit/s.

- Equal to or above 10 Mbit/s subscriptions (4213_G10). Refers to all fixed 
-broadband Internet subscriptions with advertised downstream speeds equal 
to, or greater than, 10 Mbit/s.

Source:    United Nations Statistics Division Sustainable Development Goals Indicators. http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/metadata/
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PEOPLE
ÎPopulation
ÎÎMidyear Population Estimates of the midyear de facto population. De facto population includes all persons physically 

present in the country during the census day, including foreign, military, and diplomatic 
personnel and their accompanying household members; and transient foreign visitors in the 
country or in harbors.

ÎÎGrowth Rates in Population Number of people added to (or subtracted from) a population over a given period of time 
because of natural increase and net migration expressed as a percentage of the population 
at the given period of time.

ÎÎNet International Migration Rate Number of immigrants minus the specified number of emigrants over a period, divided by the 
person-years lived by the population of the receiving country over that period. It is expressed 
as net number of migrants per 1,000 population.

ÎÎUrban Population Population living in urban areas, defined in accordance with the national definition or as used in 
the most recent population census. Because of national differences in the characteristics that 
distinguish urban from rural areas, the distinction between urban and rural populations is not 
amenable to a single definition that would be applicable to all countries. National definitions 
are most commonly based on size of locality. Population that is not urban is considered rural.

ÎÎUrban population 
ÎÎ(as % of total population)

The estimated population living in urban areas at midyear as a percentage of the total midyear 
population in a country.

ÎÎAge Dependency Ratio Ratio of the nonworking-age population to the working-age population. Since countries 
define working age differently, a straightforward application of the definition will lead to 
noncomparable data. ADB therefore uses the following UN definition that can be computed 
directly from an age distribution: 

Population aged (0–14) + (65 and over) years x 100 
Population aged (15–64) years

¯Labor Force and Employment
ÎÎLabor Force Participation Rate Percentage of the labor force to the working-age population. The labor force is the sum of 

those employed and unemployed seeking work. The labor force participation rate measures 
the extent of economically active working-age population in an economy. 

It provides an indication of the relative size of the supply of labor available for the production of 
goods and services in the economy. It must be noted that definition of working-age population 
varies across countries.

ÎÎUnemployment Rate Percentage of unemployed to the labor force. Unemployed are persons without work but 
available and actively seeking it. This is probably the best known labor market measure. 

Together with the employment rate, it provides the broadest indicator of the status of the 
country’s labor market. It must be noted that definition of unemployed varies across countries 
for some of them do not consider availability to work as part of the definition. 

ÎÎUnemployment Rate of 
ÎÎ15–24-Year-Olds

Number of unemployed people aged 15–24 years divided by the labor force of the same age 
group.

ÎÎEmployment in Agriculture, Forestry,  
ÎÎand Fishing

Employment in agriculture, forestry, and fishing that corresponds to division 1 (International 
Standard of Industrial Classification [ISIC] revision 2), tabulation categories A and B (ISIC 
revision 3), and category A of ISIC revision 4. 

ÎÎEmployment in Mining  
ÎÎand Quarrying

Employment in mining and quarrying that corresponds to division 2 (ISIC revision 2), tabulation 
category C (ISIC revision 3), and category B of ISIC revision 4. 

ÎÎEmployment in Manufacturing Employment in manufacturing that corresponds to division 3 (ISIC revision 2), tabulation 
category D (ISIC revision 3), and category C of ISIC revision 4. 

ÎÎEmployment in Electricity, gas,  
ÎÎsteam and air conditioning  
ÎÎsupply; water supply, sewerage,  
ÎÎwaste management and  
ÎÎremediation activities

Employment in electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply; water supply, sewerage, 
waste management and remediation activities that corresponds to division 4 (ISIC revision 2), 
tabulation category E (ISIC revision 3), and categories D and E of ISIC revision 4. 

Regional Trends and Tables
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ÎÎEmployment in Construction Employment in construction that corresponds to division 5 (ISIC revision 2), tabulation 
category F (ISIC revisions 3), and category F of ISIC revision 4. 

ÎÎEmployment in Wholesale and Retail  
ÎÎTrade; Repair of Motor Vehicles  
ÎÎand Motorcycles

Employment in wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles that 
corresponds to division 6 (subdivisions 61 and 62, ISIC revision 2); tabulation category G 
(ISIC revision 3); and category G of ISIC revision 4. 

ÎÎEmployment in Accommodation  
ÎÎand Food Service Activities

Employment in accommodation and food service activities that corresponds to division 6 
(subdivision 63, ISIC revision 2); tabulation category H (ISIC revision 3); and category I of 
ISIC revision 4. 

ÎÎEmployment in Transportation  
ÎÎand Storage

Employment in transport and storage that corresponds to division 7 (subdivision 71, ISIC 
revision 2); tabulation category I (sub-categories 60–63, ISIC revision 3); and category H 
of ISIC revision 4. 

ÎÎEmployment in Information  
ÎÎand communication

Employment in information and communication that corresponds to division 7 (subdivision 
72, ISIC revision 2); tabulation category I (subcategory 64, ISIC revision 3); and category J 
of ISIC revision 4. 

ÎÎEmployment in Financial  
ÎÎand Insurance Activities

Employment in financial and insurance activities that corresponds to division 8 (subdivisions 
81–82, ISIC revision 2), tabulation category J (ISIC revision 3), and category K of ISIC revision 4. 

ÎÎEmployment in Real Estate Activities Employment in real estate activities that corresponds to division 8 (subdivision 83, ISIC revision 
2); tabulation category K (subcategory 70, ISIC revision 3); and category L of ISIC revision 4. 

ÎÎEmployment in Other Services Employment in other services that corresponds to divisions 9 and 0 (ISIC revision 2), tabulation 
categories L to Q (ISIC revision 3), and categories M to U of ISIC revision 4. 

¯Poverty Indicators
ÎÎProportion of Population below 
ÎÎ$1.90-a-day (2011 international  
ÎÎprices)

Percentage of the population living on less than $1.90 a day at 2011 international prices.

ÎÎIncome Ratio of Highest 20% 
ÎÎto Lowest 20%

Income or consumption share that accrues to the richest 20% of the population divided by 
the income share of the lowest 20% of the population.

ÎÎGini Coefficient or Index Measure of the degree to which an economy’s income distribution diverges from perfect 
equal distribution. A value of zero (0) implies perfect equality while a value of one (1) implies 
perfect inequality.

ÎÎHuman Development Index Composite index of longevity (measured by life expectancy at birth), knowledge (measured 
by expected years of schooling and mean years of schooling), and decent standard of living 
(measured by the adjusted per capita income in purchasing power parity [PPP] US dollars).

¯Social Indicators
ÎÎLife Expectancy at Birth Number of years that a newborn is expected to live if prevailing patterns of mortality at the 

time of his/her birth are to stay the same throughout his/her life.
ÎÎCrude Birth Rate Ratio of the total number of live births in a given period to the midyear total population of the 

same period, expressed per 1,000 people.
ÎÎCrude Death Rate Ratio of the number of deaths occurring within a given period to the midyear total population 

of the same period, expressed per 1,000 people.
ÎÎTotal Fertility Rate Number of children that would be born to a woman if she were to live to the end of her 

childbearing years and bear children in accordance with current age-specific fertility rates.
ÎÎPrimary Education Completion Rate Total number of new entrants in the last grade of primary education, regardless of age, expressed 

as percentage of the total population of the theoretical entrance age to the last grade of 
primary. This indicator is also known as “gross intake rate to the last grade of primary.” The 
ratio can exceed 100% due to over aged and under aged children who enter primary school 
late, early, and/or repeat grades.

ÎÎAdult Literacy Rate The percentage of population aged 15 years and over who can both read and write with 
understanding a short simple statement on his/her everyday life. Generally, literacy also 
encompasses numeracy, the ability to make simple arithmetic calculations.

ÎÎPrimary Pupil–Teacher Ratio Average number of pupils (students) per teacher at the primary level of education in a given 
school year. This indicator is used to measure the level of human resources input in terms of 
number of teachers in relation to the size of the primary pupil population.

continued.
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ÎÎSecondary Pupil–Teacher Ratio Average number of pupils (students) per teacher at the secondary level of education in a given 
school year. This indicator is used to measure the level of human resources input in terms of 
number of teachers in relation to the size of the secondary pupil population.

ÎÎPhysicians Physicians, including generalist and specialist medical practitioners, expressed in terms of 
1,000 people.

ÎÎHospital Beds In-patient beds for both acute and chronic care available in public, private, general, and 
specialized hospitals and rehabilitation centers expressed in terms of 1,000 people.

ÎÎNumber of Adults Living with HIV All adults, defined as men and women aged 15 and over years old, with HIV infection, whether 
or not they have developed symptoms of AIDS.

ECONOMY AND OUTPUT
¯National Accounts
ÎÎGross Domestic Product Unduplicated market value of the total production activity of all resident producer units within 

the economic territory of a country during a given period. It is calculated without making 
deductions for depreciation of fabricated assets or for depletion and degradation of natural 
resources. Transfer payments are excluded from the calculation of gross domestic product 
(GDP). GDP can be computed using the production, expenditure, and income approaches.

Production-based GDP is the sum of the gross value added by all resident producers in the 
economy plus any taxes and minus any subsidies not included in the value of the products. 
Gross value added is the net output of an industry after adding up all outputs and subtracting 
intermediate inputs.

Income-based GDP is the sum of the compensation of employees, mixed income, operating 
surplus, consumption of fixed capital, and taxes less subsidies on production and imports.

Expenditure-based GDP is the sum of final consumption expenditure of households, nonprofit 
institutions serving households, and the government; gross capital formation; and exports 
minus imports of goods and services.

GDP can be measured at current prices (the prices of the current reporting period), and constant 
prices (obtained by expressing values in terms of a base period and chain volume measure).

ÎÎGDP at PPP Measures obtained by using PPP to convert the GDP into a common currency, and by valuing 
them at a uniform price level. They are the spatial equivalent of a time series of GDP for a 
single country expressed at constant prices. At the level of GDP, they are used to compare 
the economic size of countries.

ÎÎGDP per Capita at PPP GDP at PPP divided by the midyear population.
ÎÎGNI per Capita, Atlas Method The gross national income (GNI) converted to US dollars using the World Bank Atlas method, 

divided by the midyear population. GNI is the sum of value added by all resident producers 
plus any product taxes (less subsidies) not included in the valuation of output plus net 
receipts of primary income (compensation of employees and property income) from abroad. 
GNI, calculated in national currency, is usually converted to US dollars at official exchange 
rates for comparisons across economies, although an alternative rate is used when the official 
exchange rate is judged to diverge by an exceptionally large margin from the rate actually 
applied in international transactions. To smooth fluctuations in prices and exchange rates, 
a special Atlas method of conversion is used by the World Bank. This applies a conversion 
factor that averages the exchange rate for a given year and the two preceding years, adjusted 
for differences in rates of inflation between the country, and the G-5 countries (France, 
Germany, Japan, the United Kingdom, and the United States).

ÎÎAgriculture Value Added The gross output of agriculture less the corresponding value of intermediate consumption. The 
industrial origin of value added is determined by ISIC revision 4 where agriculture corresponds 
to ISIC Section A and includes agriculture, forestry, and fishing.

ÎÎIndustry Value Added The gross output of industry sectors less the corresponding value of intermediate consumption. 
The industrial origin of value added is determined by ISIC revision 4 where industry corresponds 
to ISIC Sections B-F and includes mining and quarrying (B); manufacturing (C); electricity, 
gas steam and air conditioning supply (D); water supply, sewage waste management, and 
remediation activities (E); and construction (F). 

continued.
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ÎÎServices Value Added The gross output of services sectors less the corresponding value of intermediate consumption. 
The industrial origin of value added is determined by ISIC revision 4. Services corresponds 
to ISIC Sections G-U and includes wholesale and retail trade, repair of motor vehicles and 
motorcycles (G); transport and storage (H); accommodation and food service activities (I); 
information and communication (J); financial and insurance activities (K); real estate activities 
(L); professional, scientific and technical activities (M); administrative and support service 
activities (N); public administration and defense, compulsory social security (O); education 
(P); human health and social work activities (Q); arts, entertainment, and recreation (R); 
other service activities (S); activities of households as employers, undifferentiated goods and 
services-producing activities of households for own use (T); and activities of extraterritorial 
organizations and bodies (U).

ÎÎHousehold Consumption  
ÎÎExpenditure

Market value of all goods and services, including durable products (such as cars, washing 
machines, and home computers), purchased or received as income in kind by households. It 
excludes purchases of dwellings but includes imputed rent for owner-occupied dwellings. It also 
includes payments and fees to governments to obtain permits and licenses. The expenditure of 
nonprofit institutions serving households is generally recorded as the consumption of households 
for most economies.

ÎÎGovernment Consumption 
ÎÎExpenditure

Includes all current outlays on purchases of goods and services (including wages and salaries). 
It also includes most expenditure on national defense and security, but excludes government 
military expenditures that are part of public investment.

ÎÎGross Capital Formation Total value of gross fixed capital formation, changes in inventories, and acquisitions less disposals 
of valuables. Gross fixed capital formation is the value of acquisitions less disposals of tangible 
goods such as buildings and intangible goods such as computer software that are intended 
for use in production during several accounting periods. Changes in inventories are changes 
in stocks of produced goods and goods for intermediate consumption, and the net increase 
in the value of work in progress. Valuables are goods such as precious metals and works of 
art that are acquired in the expectation that they will retain or increase their value over time.

ÎÎExports of Goods and Services Consist of sales, barter, or gifts or grants, of goods and services from residents to nonresidents. 
The treatment of exports in the System of National Accounts (SNA) is generally identical with 
that in the balance of payments accounts as described in the Balance of Payments Manual.

ÎÎImports of Goods and Services Consist of purchases, barter, or receipts of gifts or grants, of goods and services by residents 
from nonresidents. The treatment of imports in the SNA is generally identical with that in the 
balance of payments accounts as described in the Balance of Payments Manual.

ÎÎGross Domestic Saving Difference between GDP and final consumption expenditure, where final consumption 
expenditure is the sum of the final consumption of household, nonprofit institutions serving 
households, and the government.

¯Production
ÎÎAgriculture Production Index Relative level of the aggregate volume of agricultural production for each year in comparison 

with the base period. It is based on the sum of price-weighted quantities of different agricultural 
commodities produced after deductions of quantities used as seed and feed weighted in a 
similar manner. The resulting aggregate represents, therefore, disposable production for any 
use except as seed and feed.

ÎÎManufacturing Production Index An index covering production in manufacturing. The exact coverage, the weighting system, 
and the methods of calculation vary from country to country but the divergences are less 
important than, for example, in the case of price and wage indexes.

MONEY, FINANCE, AND PRICES
¯Prices
ÎÎConsumer Price Index An index that measures changes in prices against a reference period of a basket of goods 

and services purchased by households. Based on the purpose of the consumer price index, 
different basket of goods and services can be selected. For macroeconomic purposes, a 
broad-based basket is used to represent the relative price movement of household final 
consumption expenditure.

ÎÎFood Consumer Price Index An index that measures the change over time in the general level of prices of food and 
nonalcoholic beverage items that households acquire, use, or pay for consumption. This is 
done by measuring the cost of purchasing a fixed basket of consumer food and beverage of 
constant quality and similar characteristics, with the products in the basket being selected to 
be representative of households’ expenditure during a specified period.
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ÎÎNonfood Consumer Price Index An index that measures the change over time, in general level, the prices of nonfood items 
that household acquire, use, or pay for consumption. Nonfood index includes items such 
as clothing, housing and repairs, water, electricity, fuel, services and miscellaneous goods 
or all items in the basket of goods and services other than food and nonalcoholic beverages.

ÎÎWholesale Price Index A measure that reflects changes in the prices paid for goods at various stages of distribution 
up to the point of retail. It can include prices of raw materials for intermediate and final 
consumption, prices of intermediate or unfinished goods, and prices of finished goods. The 
goods are usually valued at purchasers’ prices.

ÎÎProducer Price Index A measure of the change in the prices of goods and services either as they leave their place 
of production or as they enter the production process. A measure of the change in the prices 
received by domestic producers for their outputs or of the change in the prices paid by domestic 
producers for their intermediate inputs.

ÎÎGDP Deflator A measure of the annual rate of price change in the economy as a whole for the period shown 
obtained by dividing GDP at current prices by GDP at constant prices.

¯Money and Finance
ÎÎMoney Supply Refers to total amount of money in circulation in a specific country.

Money supply can be measured in different ways:

M1 (Narrow Money) is a measure of money supply that includes all coins and notes (M0) as 
well as personal money in current accounts. M2 (Intermediate Money) is the sum of M1 and 
personal money in deposit accounts. M3 (Broad Money) is the sum of M2 and government and 
other deposits. According to the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, 
M3 includes currency, deposits with an agreed maturity of up to two years, deposits redeemable 
at notice of up to 3 months and repurchase agreements, money market fund shares or units 
and debt securities up to two years. 

Not all countries publish the same types of aggregates, and even when aggregates have the 
same name (e.g., M1, M2, M3, etc.) their asset composition often differs significantly. Cross-
country differences in national definitions of lowered-ordered aggregates also arise from 
differences in the maturity categories of nontransferable deposits included in a particular 
money aggregate. For example, the definition of M2 in one country may include time deposits 
with maturities of 1 year or less, whereas another country’s M2 definition may include time 
deposits with maturities of 2 years or less. 

When the monetary policy strategy consists of monetary aggregate targeting, the choice of 
the definition of the targeted aggregate is guided mainly by two considerations. The aggregate 
should be sufficiently sensitive to interest rate changes for the central bank to be able to 
control it and display a stable relationship over time to the movement of the overall price level.

ÎÎInterest Rate on Savings Deposits Rate paid by commercial and similar banks for savings deposits.
ÎÎInterest Rate on Time Deposits Rate paid by commercial and similar banks for time deposits.
ÎÎLending Interest Rate Bank rate that usually meets the short- and medium-term financing needs of the private 

sector. This rate is normally differentiated according to creditworthiness of borrowers and 
objectives of financing.

ÎÎYield on Short-Term Treasury Bills Rate at which short-term securities are issued or traded in the market.
ÎÎDomestic Credit Provided by 
ÎÎBanking Sector

Includes all credits to various sectors on a gross basis, except credit to the central government, 
which is net. The banking sector includes monetary authorities, deposit money banks, and 
other banking institutions for which data are available (including institutions that do not accept 
transferable deposits but do incur such liabilities as time and savings deposits). Examples of 
other banking institutions are savings and mortgage loan institutions and building and loan 
associations.

ÎÎRatio of Bank Nonperforming Loans 
ÎÎto Total Gross Loans

Value of nonperforming loans divided by the total value of the loan portfolio (including 
nonperforming loans before the deduction of loan loss provisions). The amount recorded as 
nonperforming should be the gross value of the loan as recorded in the balance sheet, not 
just the amount that is overdue.

ÎÎStock Market Price Index Index that measures changes in the prices of stocks traded in the stock exchange. The price 
changes of the stocks are usually weighted by their market capitalization.

ÎÎStock Market Capitalization The share price times the number of shares outstanding (also known as market value).

continued.
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¯Exchange Rates
ÎÎOfficial Exchange Rate The exchange rate determined by national authorities or the rate determined in the legally 

sanctioned exchange market. It is calculated as an annual average based on the monthly 
averages (local currency units relative to the US dollar).

ÎÎPurchasing Power Parity  
ÎÎConversion Factor

Number of units of country B’s currency that are needed in country B to purchase the same 
quantity of an individual good or service, which one unit of country A’s currency can purchase 
in country A.

ÎÎPrice Level Index Ratio of the relevant PPP to the exchange rate. It is expressed as an index on a base of 100. 
A price level index (PLI) greater than 100 means that, when the national average prices are 
converted at exchange rates, the resulting prices tend to be higher on average than prices in 
the base country (or countries) of the region (and vice versa). At the level of GDP, PLIs provide 
a measure of the differences in the general price levels of countries. PLIs are also referred to 
as comparative price levels.

GLOBALIZATION
¯Balance of Payments
ÎÎTrade in Goods Balance Difference between exports and imports of goods.
ÎÎTrade in Services Balance Difference between exports and imports of services.
ÎÎCurrent Account Balance Sum of net exports of goods, services, net income, and net current transfers.
ÎÎWorkers’ Remittances and 
ÎÎCompensation of Employees, 
ÎÎReceipts

Consist of: (1) Current transfers from migrant workers who are residents of the host country 
to recipients in their country of origin. To count as resident, the workers must have been living 
in the host country for more than a year. (2) Compensation of employees of migrants who 
have lived in the host country for less than a year. (3) Migrants’ transfers defined as the net 
worth of migrants who are expected to remain in the host country for more than 1 year that 
is transferred from one country to another at the time of migration.

ÎÎForeign Direct Investment Refers to net inflows of investment to acquire a lasting management interest (10% or more 
of voting stock) in an enterprise operating in an economy other than that of the investor. It is 
the sum of equity capital, reinvestment of earnings, other long-term capital, and short-term 
capital as shown in the balance of payments.

¯External Trade
ÎÎMerchandise Exports or Imports Covers all movable goods, with a few specified exceptions, the ownership of which changes 

between a resident and a foreigner. For merchandise exports, it represents the value of the 
goods and related distributive services at the customs frontier of the exporting economy, 
i.e., the free-on-board value. Merchandise imports, on the other hand, are reported in cost, 
insurance, and freight values.

ÎÎTrade in Goods Sum of merchandise exports and merchandise imports.
¯International Reserves
ÎÎInternational Reserves External assets that are readily available to and controlled by monetary authorities for meeting 

balance of payments financing needs, for intervention in exchange markets to affect the 
currency exchange rate, and for other related purposes (such as maintaining confidence in 
the currency and the economy, and serving as a basis for foreign borrowing).

Consist of monetary gold, special drawing rights (SDR) holdings, reserve position in the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), currency and deposits, securities (including debt and 
equity securities), financial derivatives, and other claims (loans and other financial instruments).

ÎÎRatio of International Reserves 
ÎÎto Imports

International reserves outstanding at the end of the year as a ratio to imports of goods from 
the balance of payments during the year, where imports of goods are expressed in terms of 
monthly average. It is a useful measure for reserve needs of countries with limited access to 
capital markets.
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¯Capital Flows
ÎÎOfficial Flows Flows of official financing administered with the promotion of the economic development and 

welfare of developing countries as the main objective, and which are concessional in character 
with a grant element of at least 25% (using a fixed 10% rate of discount). By convention, ODA 
flows comprise contributions of donor government agencies, at all levels, to developing countries 
(“bilateral ODA”) and to multilateral institutions. ODA receipts comprise disbursements by 
bilateral donors and multilateral institutions. Lending by export credit agencies—with the 
pure purpose of export promotion—is excluded.

ÎÎNet Private Flows Sum of direct investment, portfolio investment, and private net export credits of Development 
Assistance Committee economies only.

Direct investment is a category of international investment made by a resident entity in one 
economy (direct investor) with the objective of establishing a lasting interest in an enterprise 
resident in an economy other than that of the investor (direct investment enterprise). “Lasting 
interest” implies the existence of a long-term relationship between the direct investor and 
the enterprise and a significant degree of influence by the direct investor on the management 
of the direct investment enterprise. Direct investment involves both the initial transaction 
between the two entities and all subsequent capital transactions between them and among 
affiliated enterprises, both incorporated and unincorporated. 

Portfolio investment is the category of international investment that covers investment 
in equity and debt securities, excluding any such instruments that are classified as direct 
investment or reserve assets.

ÎÎAggregate Net Resource Flows Sum of net official and private capital flows. Net flow is disbursements less principal repayments.
¯External Indebtedness
ÎÎTotal External Debt Debt owed to nonresidents repayable in currency, goods, or services. It is the sum of public, 

publicly guaranteed, and private nonguaranteed long-term debt, use of IMF credit, and short-
term debt. Short-term debt includes all debt having an original maturity of 1 year or less and 
interest in arrears on long-term debt.

ÎÎPublic and Publicly Guaranteed Debt Public and publicly guaranteed debt comprises long-term external obligations of public 
debtors, including the national government, political subdivisions (or an agency of either), 
and autonomous public bodies, and external obligations of private debtors that are guaranteed 
for repayment by a public entity

ÎÎExternal Debt as Percent  
ÎÎof Gross National Income

Total external debt as a percentage of gross national income (GNI).

GNI is the sum of value added by all resident producers plus any product taxes (less subsidies) 
not included in the valuation of output plus net receipts of primary income (compensation of 
employees and property income) from abroad.

ÎÎExternal Debt as Percent of Exports 
ÎÎof Goods and Services and Primary 
ÎÎIncome

Total external debt as a percentage of exports of goods, services, and income.

Exports of goods, services, and primary income constitute the total value of exports of goods 
and services, receipts of compensation of nonresident workers, and investment income from 
abroad.

ÎÎTotal Debt Service Paid The sum of principal repayments and interest actually paid in currency, goods, or services on 
long-term debt, interest paid on short-term debt, and repayments (repurchases and charges) 
to the IMF.

ÎÎTotal Debt Service Paid as Percent  
ÎÎof Exports of Goods and Services  
ÎÎand Primary Income

Total debt service as a percentage of exports of goods, services, and primary income.

¯Tourism
ÎÎInternational Tourist Arrivals The number of tourists (overnight visitors) who travel to a country other than in which they 

usually reside, and outside their usual environment, for a period not exceeding 12 months and 
whose main purpose of visit is other than the activity remunerated from within the country 
visited. In some cases, data may also include same day visitors when data on overnight visitors are 
not available separately. Data refer to the number of arrivals and not to the number of persons.

continued.
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ÎÎInternational Tourism, Receipts The receipts earned by a destination country from inbound tourism and covering all tourism 
receipts resulting from expenditures made by visitors from abroad. These include lodging, 
food and drinks, fuel, transport in the country, entertainment, shopping, etc. This concept 
includes receipts generated by overnight as well as by same-day trips. It excludes, however, 
the receipts related to international transport contracted by residents of the other countries 
(for instance ticket receipts from foreigners travelling with a national company).

TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS
¯Transport
ÎÎRoad Traffic Deaths Death caused by a road traffic crash within 24 hours (Azerbaijan, the Federated States of 

Micronesia, Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste, Vanuatu); 7 days (Afghanistan, the People’s 
Republic of China, Kiribati, Tajikistan, Viet Nam); 30 days (Australia, Bhutan, Brunei 
Darussalam, Cambodia, Georgia, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, 
the Maldives, the Marshall Islands, Myanmar, New Zealand, Pakistan, Singapore, Sri Lanka); 
35 days in Nepal; 1 year (Japan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 
Mongolia, Tonga); unlimited time period (Armenia, Bangladesh, the Cook Islands, India, 
Palau, the Philippines, Thailand); no definition for other countries.

ÎÎRoad Network The road network refers to the Asian Highway that consists of highway routes of international 
importance within Asia, including highway routes substantially crossing more than one 
subregion; highway routes within subregions that connect neighboring subregions; and 
highway routes located within member states that provide access to: (a) capital cities; (b) 
main industrial and agricultural centers; (c) major air, sea, and river ports; (d) major container 
terminals and depots; and (e) major tourist attractions.

ÎÎMotor Vehicles Include cars, buses, freight vehicles, and two- and three-wheeled vehicles.
ÎÎContainer Port Traffic Port container traffic measures the flow of containers from land to sea transport modes., and vice 

versa, in twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs), a standard-size container. Data refer to coastal 
shipping as well as international journeys. Transshipment traffic is counted as two lifts at the 
intermediate port (once to off-load and again as an outbound lift) and includes empty units.

ÎÎAir Transport, Passengers Carried Air passengers carried include both domestic and international aircraft passengers of air 
carriers registered in the country.

ÎÎAir Transport, Carrier  
ÎÎDepartures Worldwide

Registered carrier departures worldwide are domestic takeoffs and takeoffs abroad of air 
carriers registered in the country.

ÎÎAir Transport, Freight Air freight is the volume of freight, express, and diplomatic bags carried on each flight stage 
(operation of an aircraft from takeoff to its next landing), measured in metric tons times 
kilometers traveled.

 ÎÎRail Lines Rail lines are the length of railway route available for train service, irrespective of the number 
of parallel tracks.

 ÎÎRail Network Length of rail lines divided by the land area (in square kilometers).
ÎÎRailways, Passengers Carried Passengers carried by railway are the number of passengers transported by rail times kilometers 

traveled.
ÎÎRailways, Goods Transported Goods transported by railway are the volume of goods transported by railway, measured in 

metric tons times kilometers traveled.
¯Communications
ÎÎTelephone Subscribers Fixed telephone subscriptions refers to the sum of active number of analogue fixed telephone 

lines, voice-over-IP subscriptions, fixed wireless local loop subscriptions, ISDN voice-channel 
equivalents, and fixed public payphones.

ÎÎMobile Phone Subscribers This is the proportion of individuals who used a mobile telephone in the last 3 months.
A mobile (cellular) telephone refers to a portable telephone subscribing to a public mobile 
telephone service using cellular technology, which provides access to the PSTN. This includes 
analogue and digital cellular systems and technologies such as IMT-2000 (3G) and IMT-
Advanced. Users of both postpaid subscriptions and prepaid accounts are included.

ÎÎFixed-broadband Subscribers Fixed broadband subscriptions refers to fixed subscriptions to high-speed access to the 
public internet (a TCP/IP connection), at downstream speeds equal to, or greater than, 256 
kbit/s. This includes cable modem, DSL, fiber-to-the-home/building, other fixed (wired)-
broadband subscriptions, satellite broadband and terrestrial fixed wireless broadband. This 
total is measured irrespective of the method of payment. It excludes subscriptions that have 
access to data communications (including the Internet) via mobile-cellular networks. It should 
include fixed WiMAX and any other fixed wireless technologies. It includes both residential 
subscriptions and subscriptions for organizations.
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ÎÎInternet Users This is the frequency of internet use by individuals who used the internet from any location 
in the last 3 months.

The internet is a worldwide public computer network. It provides access to a number of 
communication services including the World Wide Web and carries e-mail, news, entertainment 
and data files, irrespective of the device used (not assumed to be only via a computer—it 
may also be by mobile telephone, tablet, PDA, games machine, digital TV etc.). Access can 
be via a fixed or mobile network.

ENERGY AND ELECTRICITY
¯Energy
ÎÎGDP per Unit of Energy Use The ratio of GDP to total energy use (measured in terms of per kilogram of oil equivalent) with 

GDP converted to 2011 constant international dollars using PPP rates. An international dollar 
has the same purchasing power over GDP as a US dollar has in the United States.

ÎÎEnergy Production Forms of primary energy—petroleum (crude oil, natural gas liquids, and oil from nonconventional 
sources); natural gas; solid fuels (coal, lignite, and other derived fuels); and combustible 
renewables and waste—and primary electricity, all converted into oil equivalents. Primary 
electricity is electricity generated by nuclear, hydro, wind, and solar power.

ÎÎEnergy Use Usage of primary energy before its transformation to other end-use fuels, which is equal to 
indigenous production plus imports and stock changes, minus exports and fuels supplied to 
ships and aircraft engaged in international transport.

ÎÎEnergy Exports, Net Estimated as energy exports less imports, both measured in oil equivalents.
ÎÎEnergy Imports, Net Energy imports, net estimated as energy use less production, both measured in oil equivalents.
¯Electricity 
ÎÎElectricity Production Total amount of electricity generated by a power plant. It includes own-use electricity, as well 

as transmission and distribution losses.
ÎÎSources of Electricity Electricity is produced as primary as well as secondary energy. Primary electricity is obtained 

from natural sources such as hydro, wind, solar, tide, and wave power. Secondary electricity 
is produced from the heat of nuclear fission of nuclear fuels, from geothermal heat and solar 
thermal heat, and by burning primary combustible fuels such as coal, natural gas, oil and 
renewables and wastes. After electricity is produced, it is distributed to final consumers 
through national or international transmission and distribution grids.

ÎÎElectric Power Consumption 
ÎÎPer Capita

Measure of the production of power plants and combined heat and power plants less 
transmission, distribution, and transformation losses and own use by heat and power plants, 
divided by midyear population.

ÎÎHousehold Electrification Rate Percentage of households with an electricity connection.
ENVIRONMENT
¯Land
ÎÎAgricultural Land or Area Land area that is arable, under permanent crops, and under permanent meadows and pastures.
ÎÎArable Land Land under temporary agricultural crops (multiple-cropped areas are counted only once), 

temporary meadows for mowing or pasture, land under market and kitchen gardens and land 
temporarily fallow (less than 5 years). The abandoned land resulting from shifting cultivation 
is not included. Data for arable land are not meant to indicate the amount of land that are 
potentially cultivable.

ÎÎPermanent Cropland Land cultivated with long-term crops that do not have to be replanted for several years 
(such as cocoa and coffee); land under trees and shrubs producing flowers, such as roses 
and jasmine; and nurseries (except those for forest trees, which should be classified under 
“forest”). Permanent meadows and pastures are excluded from land under permanent crops.

ÎÎDeforestation Rate Rate of permanent conversion of natural forest area into other uses, including shifting 
cultivation, permanent agriculture, ranching, settlements, and infrastructure development. 
Deforested areas do not include areas logged but intended for regeneration or areas degraded 
by fuelwood gathering, acid precipitation, or forest fires. A negative rate indicates reforestation 
or increase in forest area.

continued.
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¯Pollution
ÎÎNitrous Oxide Emissions Nitrous oxide emissions are mainly from fossil fuel combustion, fertilizers, rainforest fires, 

and animal waste. Nitrous oxide is a powerful greenhouse gas, with an estimated atmospheric 
lifetime of 114 years, compared with 12 years for methane. The per kilogram global warming 
potential of nitrous oxide is nearly 310 times that of carbon dioxide within 100 years.

ÎÎMethane Emissions Methane omissions are those stemming from human activities such as agriculture and from 
industrial methane production. A kilogram of methane is 21 times as effective at trapping heat 
in the earth’s atmosphere as a kilogram of carbon dioxide within 100 years.

ÎÎOther Greenhouse Gases By-product emissions of hydrofluorocarbons, perfluorocarbons, and sulfur hexafluoride.
ÎÎAgricultural Nitrous Oxide Emissions Emissions produced through fertilizer use (synthetic and animal manure), animal waste 

management, agricultural waste burning (nonenergy, on-site), and savannah burning.
ÎÎAgricultural Methane Emissions Emissions from animals, animal waste, rice production, agricultural waste burning (nonenergy, 

on-site), and savannah burning.
¯Freshwater
ÎÎInternal renewable water resources Internal renewable water resources (IRWR) refer to long-term average annual flow of rivers 

and recharge of aquifers generated from endogenous precipitation. Double counting of surface 
water and groundwater resources is avoided by deducting the overlap from the sum of the 
surface water and groundwater resources.

IRWR in billion cubic meters per year refers to surface water produced internally plus 
groundwater produced internally deducted by the overlap between surface water and 
groundwater.

IRWR in cubic meter per inhabitant per year is calculated as total annual internal renewable 
water resources divided by total population.

ÎÎAnnual freshwater withdrawals Sum of surface water withdrawal and groundwater withdrawal.

Total water withdrawal summed by sector deducted by: desalinated water produced, direct 
use of treated wastewater, and direct use of agricultural drainage water.

ÎÎWater productivity Water productivity is the ratio of the net benefits from crop, forestry, fishery, livestock, 
and mixed agricultural systems to the amount of water used to produce those benefits. It 
is calculated as GDP in constant US dollar prices divided by annual total water withdrawal.

GOVERNMENT AND GOVERNANCE
¯Government Finance
ÎÎFiscal Balance Difference between total revenue (including grants) and total expenditure (including net 

lending). This provides a picture of the overall financial position of the government. When 
the difference is positive, then the fiscal position is in surplus; otherwise, it is in deficit.

ÎÎTax Revenue Compulsory transfers to the central government for public purposes. Certain compulsory 
transfers such as fines, penalties, and most social security contributions are excluded. Refunds 
and corrections of erroneously collected tax revenue are treated as negative revenue.

ÎÎTotal Government Revenue Includes current and capital revenues. Current revenue is the revenue accruing from taxes, as 
well as all current nontax revenues except transfers received from foreign governments and 
international institutions. Major items of nontax revenue include receipts from government 
enterprises, rents and royalties, fees and fines, forfeits, private donations, and repayments of 
loans properly defined as components of net lending. Capital revenue constitutes the proceeds 
from the sale of nonfinancial capital assets.
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ÎÎTotal Government Expenditure Sum of current and capital expenditures. Current expenditure comprises purchases of goods 
and services by the central government, transfers to noncentral government units and to 
households, subsidies to producers, and interest on public debt. Capital expenditure, on the 
other hand, covers outlays for the acquisition or construction of capital assets and for the 
purchase of intangible assets, as well as capital transfers to domestic and foreign recipients. 
Loans and advances for capital purposes are also included.

ÎÎGovernment Expenditure on 
ÎÎEducation

Consists of expenditure by government to provide education services at all levels.

ÎÎGovernment Expenditure on Health Consists of expenditure by government to provide medical products, appliances, and equipment; 
outpatient services; hospital services; public health services; among others.

ÎÎGovernment Expenditure on Social 
ÎÎSecurity and Welfare

Consists of expenditure by government to provide benefits in cash or in kind to persons who 
are sick, fully or partially disabled, of old age, survivors, or unemployed, among others.

¯Governance
ÎÎCost of Business Start-Up Procedure Cost to register a business normalized by presenting it as a percentage of GNI per capita. It 

includes all official fees and fees for legal or professional services if such services are required 
by law. Fees for purchasing and legalizing company books are included if these transactions are 
required by law. Although value added tax registration can be counted as a separate procedure, 
value added tax is not part of the incorporation cost. The company law, the commercial code, 
and specific regulations and fee schedules are used as sources for calculating costs. In the 
absence of fee schedules, a government officer’s estimate is taken as an official source. In 
the absence of a government officer’s estimate, estimates of incorporation lawyers are used. 
If several incorporation lawyers provide different estimates, the median reported value is 
applied. In all cases, the cost excludes bribes.

ÎÎTime Required to Start Up 
ÎÎa Business

Number of calendar days needed to complete the procedures to legally operate a business. 
If a procedure can be speeded up at additional cost, the fastest procedure, independent of 
cost, is chosen.

ÎÎCorruption Perceptions Index The Corruptions Perception Index ranks countries and territories based on how corrupt their 
public sector is perceived to be. It is a composite index—a combination of polls—drawing on 
corruption—related data collected by a variety of reputable institutions. The index reflects the 
views of observers from around the world, including experts living and working in the countries and 
territories evaluated. The scores range between 0 (highly corrupt) and 100 (very clean). A country’s 
rank indicates its position relative to the other countries or territories included in the index. It is 
important to keep in mind that a country’s rank can change simply because new countries enter 
the index or others drop out.
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Global Value Chains

Global Value Chains (GVCs): A network of interlinked stages of production for goods and services that straddles 
international borders. Typically, a GVC involves combining imported and domestically produced goods and 
services into products that are then exported for use as intermediates in the subsequent stage of production or 
as final consumption products.

Domestic Value Added (DVA): Domestic inputs of goods and services in the overall exports of an economy.

Foreign Value Added (FVA): Imported inputs of goods and services in the overall exports of an economy.

Pure Double-Counted Terms (PDC): In a GVC, some goods or services may cross the same national border 
for three or more times. For example, the United States (US) may first export cellphone parts for assembly in 
the People’s Republic of China (PRC); then the PRC exports the assembled cellphones to the US for further 
enhancement; finally, the US exports the enhanced cellphones to the PRC for final consumption. In this process, 
the parts produced by the US are counted as its export twice. The double-counted value added of these parts is 
referred to as the “pure double-counted terms.”

GVC participation: There are various ways to measure economies’ participation in GVCs. A simple metric is the 
share of foreign value added in total exports.  It reflects the extent to which an economy uses foreign inputs in 
producing for exports. A more rigorous measure is Vertical Specialization (VS), which is the share of foreign 
value added and pure double counted terms in total exports.

Revealed Comparative Advantage (RCA): It is an index, introduced by Bela Balassa, to calculate the relative 
advantage an economy has in the export of any given good or service. An economy is said to have an RCA in a 
product if it exports more than its “fair share,” or a share that is equal to or greater than the share of total world 
trade that the product represents.  

Domestic Value Added Absorbed Abroad (VAX_G): All domestic value added embodied in the gross exports 
and ultimately absorbed abroad.

Domestic Value Added First Exported then Returned Home (RDV_B): Domestic value added that are 
exported first, but then return to the home economy for domestic consumption. This would happen, for example, 
when the Philippines export electronic parts to the PRC for final assembly of laptops, which then return to the 
Philippines for final consumption.  

Value Added Exports by Forward Industrial Linkages (VAX_F): Domestic value added that is originated 
from a particular sector and ultimately absorbed abroad via the exports of all sectors in the source economy. 
For example, besides direct export, the value added of German business services sector may be exported as an 
input to German automobiles. This indicator is useful in understanding the contribution of a given sector to the 
economy’s aggregate exports. 

Value Added Exports by Backward Industrial Linkages (VAX_B): Value added that is originated from all 
domestic sectors and ultimately absorbed abroad via the export of a particular sector in the source economy. 
For example, the domestic value added of German automobile exports includes that of all German sectors  
(e.g., business service, computers) used as inputs.
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