
Country reports 
Clean Clothes national coalitions and projects, February – June 2007 

Austria – Clean Clothes Kampagne 
Public Awareness 

Campaigns 
In preparation of the PlayFair2008 Campaign the Austrian CCC contacted the 
Austrian Olympic Committee and sent out a questionnaire to get further information 
about the supply mechanism of the Austrian Olympic Committee. We also formed a 
national Coalition for PlayFair2008 with the Austrian federation of trade unions, 
started to organise testimonials to support the demands of PlayFair2008 and held a 
meeting with the representative of the organising Committee of the European 
Football Championship in Vienna. 
Until now the highlight was the press release at the launch of the report of 
PlayFair2008 “No Medals for the Olympics on Labor Rights”. The majority of the 
Austrian newsletters reported about PlayFair2008. 
Other activities and Events 
At 18 events representatives of the Austrian CCC informed different target groups 
(students, pupils, teachers, union members, consultants, or “simply” consumers) 
about working conditions in the garment industry and presented the work of the CCC. 

A two day seminar for activist was organised by the CCC in Austria, in which 20 
activists took part. 

Around 1000 athletes supported the action “Let’s run fair” of the Clean Clothes 
Campaign and participated with CCC-Shirt or CCC-Sticker at various marathons in 
Austria. The biggest events were the Vienna City Marathon, the Linz Danube 
Marathon and the Tirol Speed Marathon. 

Solidarity Work 

Urgent Appeals 
During the June Cambodia speakers tour the Austrian CCC organised a seminar and 
a press conference in cooperation with the Austrian federation of trade unions. A 
press release to approximately 1000 journalists was sent out. Six printed media 
reported about the press conference and union representative Athit Kong gave an 
interview for an Austrian broadcasting. At the seminar Athit Kong presented a film 
and photos about his union work and answered questions of the participants. The 
CCC representatives presented the urgent appeals as one tool to support union 
rights in producing countries. 

FFI-India 
Report in the June Newsletter with Action request. Report and sample letter on the 
website. 
Spectrum 
For the second year anniversary of the collapse of the spectrum factory the Austrian 
CCC send a press release to 225 journalists in Austria. 
Up date of the report and the sample letter on the website. 
Chea Vichea case 
Report and sample letter on the website. 
Intimidation of trade unionists in Sri Lanka 
Report and sample letter on the website. 



North Sails 
The mediation process at the National Contact Point is ongoing. 

Companies 

Monitoring and Verification 
A Coffee table was organised at the 23rd of April in Austria. Representatives of the 
union, NGOs, economy and ministry took part at the coffee table and presented their 
work on and statements about CSR. 

New Publications and Materials 

Austrian CCC Newsletter 
CCC Stickers 
Balloons 

Belgium North - Schone Kleren Campagne 

Public Awareness 
Giants 
- Translation of German Aldi report into Dutch 
China 
- Leafleting at the occasion of ‘China Blue’ during film festival 
- Education pack for schools based on ‘China Blue’ 
T shirts for organizations and event 
- Agreement among CCC member organisations to promote buying Tshirts from 

FWF members 
- Mailing to 150 music festivals 
PlayFair 2008 
- Translation logo report into Dutch 
- Letter to and from Belgian Olympic Committee 
- Media coverage: TV, radio, 4 main news papers 

Solidarity Work 

Urgent Appeals 
Cambodia 
- We were involved in the worker tour 
- Protest letter writing 

Public Authorities 

Ethical Procurement 
Clean Clothes Communities 
- We have organised 5 workshops on ethical procurement with newly elected 

politicians 

Belgium - French and German speaking - Campagne Vêtements Propres 
Public Awareness 

Other activities and Events 
o We made a new photo exhibition 

(http://www.vetementspropres.be/index.php?p=g&id=20) 

http://www.vetementspropres.be/index.php?p=g&id=20


o Fabriqué par des femmes - Made by women in French coedited with 
Peuples Solidaires France and le Monde selon les femmes Belgium 
(http://www.vetementspropres.be/index.php?p=g&id=176) 

o Participation in the Decent work Belgian coalition (plans for campaigning 
from 2008 to 2010) 

o We celebrated our 10th year anniversary (press conference, seminar, 
reception and China Blue broadcast with Kong Athit - Cambodia and Yannick 
Etienne - Haïti) 

Campaigns 
Giants – Purchasing practices 

o Infodoc : Bangladesh – The price of our T-shirts (see 
http://www.vetementspropres.be/doc/dossier_bangladesh.pdf) 

o Launch of TRASO, a new fashion label in Liège on saturday 23rd June 
(see the promotional flyer on 
http://www.vetementspropres.be/doc/tractTRASOscreen.pdf). A joint initiative 
of garment retails workers and consumers to denounce the race to the bottom 
in the retailing and in the production. 

PlayFair 2008 
o Good media coverage of the first logo report : TV, radio, main newspapers 
o Letters sent to and from Belgian Olympic Committee together with SKC 

Solidarity Work 

Urgent Appeals 
o Bangladesh 

- follow up Carrefour and Cotton Group 
- press release launch of the spectrum funds 

o Cambodia 
- worker tour Kong Athit 
- protest letter writing (River Rich) and letter to the Belgian consulate (death 
treats) 

Public Authorities 
Clean Clothes Communities 

o 40 municipalities are now involved in a 6 year process, some followed 
through local groups 

o We published a practical guide 
o We did a workshop with newly elected politicians in Brussels 
o We train buying officers in Brussels city and Ottignies 
o We participated in the expert meeting of EUROCITIES in the framework of 

their RESPIRO project 

Denmark – Clean Clothes Campaign 

We are working on the establisment of the CCC in Denmark. 
We had a general information meeting for all relevant organisations in Denmark on 
June 13. Right now 6 organisations have agreed to be involved in starting up the 
CCC: BAV, Paytime, AIF, Mellemfolkeligt Samvirke, 3F (trade union, the sector for 
textileworkers) and the NGO Active Consumers. We will be hosted by 
Melllemfolkeligt Samvirke, hopefully with 1 parttime employed coordinator. The 
organisations will meet againon September 5 to agree on the structure and the 
foundation. 

http://www.vetementspropres.be/index.php?p=g&id=176
http://www.vetementspropres.be/doc/dossier_bangladesh.pdf
http://www.vetementspropres.be/doc/tractTRASOscreen.pdf


Public Awareness 

We plan to start with a campaign on public procurement as a first activity. We are 
applying for funding to make our first information material. 

New Publications and Materials 

You can find information on CCC activities in the BAV newsletter, the 3F-Trade 
Union International newsletter 
http://forsiden.3f.dk/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070612/INTERNATIONALT/706120 
04/2222/INTERNATIONALT and on Mellemfolkeligt Samvirkes webpage. 
http://www.ms.dk/sw72893.asp 

France – L’éthique sur l’étiquette (ESE) 

Public Awareness 

Campaigns 
PlayFair 2008 
We sent a letter and the first logo report to the President of the French Olympic 
Committee (CNOSF – Comité national olympique et sportif français) with the 
Campaign statement. The report got good media coverage in France (AFP, radio, 
main newspapers). 
Giants 
We are involved in an initiative to create a French platform gathering all the initiatives 
around supermarkets. 

Solidarity Work 

Urgent Appeals 
Bangladesh 

- Follow up on Carrefour 
- Press Release on the Spectrum Fund (11 April 2007) 

Philippines 
- Urgent Appeal launched in January (in French, English and Spanish, paper 

and electronic versions, overall 5,400 copies sent, available on Peuples Solidaires’ 
website) 
Cambodia 

- Urgent Appeal launched in March (in French, English and Spanish, paper 
and electronic versions, overall 7,235 copies sent, available on Peuples Solidaires’ 
website) 

- Follow up on Hy Vuthy’s muder case: setting up of an urgent fund for Hy 
Vuthy’s family. 
- Letter to the French consulate (death treats) 

Sri Lanka 
- Urgent Appeal launched in March (in French, English and Spanish, paper 

and electronic versions, overall 7,508 copies sent, available on Peuples 
Solidaires’ website) 

Partner Activities 

http://forsiden.3f.dk/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070612/INTERNATIONALT/706120
http://www.ms.dk/sw72893.asp


Visit to Tunisia in April: Representatives from CCC France, Belgium South and the IS 
went to Tunisia to meet with unions and NGOs about possible partnerships and 
collaborations. 

Public Authorities 
Meeting EU Supermarkets campaign: May 15th, Peuples Solidaires attended the 
meeting of the EU supermarkets campaign. 

New Publications and Material 
Fabriqué par des femmes – “Made by women” has been translated and adapted in 
French, by CCC France and Belgium South - see: http://www.peuples-
solidaires.org/article813.html (in French) 

Germany – Kampagne für ‘Saubere’ Kleidung 

Public Awareness 

Campaigns 
The sports working group is preparing the Olympic campaign in Germany. 
A first consortium meeting with CCCs Germany and Austria and Karat from Poland 

took place in Vienna in March 2007. 

Other activities and Events 
• China Blue Filmfestival: Being the national film partner of “China Blue” during 

the German film festival “Überarbeiten”, CCC Germany organised screenings 
of “China Blue” connected with panel discussions in fifty cities throughout 
Germany. In February, CCC Germany organised a speaker’s tour with the 
filmmaker Micha X. Peled, who visited twelve cities. Overall more than 3.000 
people saw “China Blue” and a majority signed up to receive more information 
about the Clean Clothes Campaign. 

• Activities at the G8 summit: For the G8 summit protest week June, CCC 
Germany invited Phearak Ly (Womyn’s Agenda for Change) and Kong Athit 
(Coalition of Cambodian Apparel Workers Democratic Union) from Cambodia. 
They spoke at two workshops at the alternative summit and took part at the 
Blockades in front of the summit venue. At the “Action Day of Global 
Agriculture” a CCC-activist gave a speech in front of a LIDL supermarket, in 
which workers rights violations at LIDL suppliers were pointed out. 

• Protestant Church Day: At the “Protestant Church Days” in Cologne, CCC 
Germany was present with an information booth that especially informed 
about CCC related topics. Visitors were able to talk with CCC activists (from 
the Urgent Appeals action group) and to get information and action materials. 
The CCC activist group took part in a demonstration to protest against the 
G8-summit, which took place at the same time. At the demonstration the 
group took a two-meter high floatable T-shirt that referred to workers’ rights 
abuses in the sporting good industry. At several workshops around CSR and 
workers’ rights topics, the CCC-action group showed up with the T-shirt and 
distributed CCC-flyers. 

Solidarity Work 

Urgent Appeals 

http://www.peuplessolidaires.org/article813.html
http://www.peuplessolidaires.org/article813.html


• Hermosa: In the first days of June we sent letters to the brands repeating our 
demands and asking to report progress on the outstanding issues. We 
informed the brands that we will update our network in July. 

• Spectrum - Bangladesh: CCC-Germany sent out a press release for the two-
year anniversary of the Spectrum catastrophe. On April 11 t h KarstadtQuelle 
gave an official press statement to contribute 100.000 Euro into the trust fund. 

• BJ&B – Dominican Republic: In close cooperation with the WRC and the IS 
the German CCC followed up on the factory closure of BJ&B and contacted 
adidas, one of the former suppliers. The case was presented at the adidas 
shareholder meeting. 

Companies 

Brand related work 
In April and May we spoke on behalf of the “critical shareholders” at the Puma and 
adidas shareholder meetings. 

Public Authorities 

Ethical Procurement 
We organised a round table on public procurement on April 17 in Düsseldorf. At the 
next meeting in August the Fair Wear Foundation will have a presentation. 

New Publications and Materials 

• Aldi study 
In May, a new study was published about labour conditions in Indonesian and 
Chinese textile and clothing companies that produce for the German discounter 
Aldi. Violations of labour rights such as dumping wages, bail money for being 
allowed to work, fear of not being allowed to quit the job etc., are the outcomes of 
our research in the Chinese supplying companies. The English version comes 
out in July 
• China Blue Flyer 
Within the China Blue Film festival a new CCC flyer was produced. The flyer 
gives information about working conditions in the garment industry in general and 
specifically in China. It also contents a consumer-protest-card to take out. 
• Sewing Set 
A sewing set with a link to the CCC website was produced. 
• Political Night-Prayer – LIDL-campaign 
In cooperation with several church groups, we published a book “Political Night 
Prayers” that includes prayers, songs as well as action and campaigning ideas 
related to the LIDL campaign. One article of the book explains workers how 
sourcing strategies of LIDL lead to massive workers’ rights violations in the 
garment industry. 

International secretariat – Clean Clothes Campaign 

Coordination 
Organisation Euromeeting 
The IS, together with CCC Spain, organised and coordinated the European meeting, 
June 27-28 in Madrid. 


