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Make the Road New York builds the power
of Latino and working class communities to achieve
dignity and justice.
We accomplish this through organizing,
policy innovation, transformative education, and
the provision of survival services.
In 2010, Make the Road New York (MRNY) won vital policy reforms at the city level and for the
first time, brought our powerful combination of organizing and strategic policy advocacy to state
and national struggles for immigration reform, worker’s rights, and educational justice, as well.
We launched the Make the Road New York Action Fund, an independent 501 c4 organization,
and built its membership to more than 1600, leveraging our capacity to influence public policy.
And, we engaged our low-income membership in making our organization more financially
sustainable by launching several highly effective new grassroots revenue generation strategies.
More than 1500 new members joined our organization in 2010. MRNY’s membership now includes

2010
more than 8,000 individuals and hundreds of small businesses in Queens, Brooklyn, and Staten
Island. The power of our collective voice makes MRNY a leading force in shaping public policy
decisions that affect our children, our families, and our communities.
Queens
92-10 Roosevelt Avenue
Jackson Heights, NY 11372
718-565-8500

Staten Island
479 Port Richmond Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10302
718-727-1222

www.maketheroadny.org

Brooklyn
301 Grove Street
Brooklyn, NY 11237
Phone: 718-418-7690
Fax: 718-418-9635
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After monitoring NYC’s compliance with groundbreaking language access laws won by MRNY, we
catalyzed major new City work to insure compliance
with all language access requirements.

PROMOTING ACCESS
TO EDUCATION

SHAPING State &
FEDERAL POLICY
The Wage Theft Prevention
Act, envisioned by MRNY
members and drafted by
our legal team, continues to
ascend through the legislative
process. The WTPA passed
both houses of the New
York State legislature in
2010: representatives of the
two houses are working to
reconcile the two versions to
make final passage possible.
This innovative legislation
will increase consequences
for lawless employers who
fail to comply with minimum
wage and overtime laws and
ensure justice for hundreds of
thousands of immigrant and
low-income workers in New
York State.
At the federal level, MRNY
continues to press for a
fix to the nation’s broken
immigration system.
Members, allies and staff
garnered national media
attention through a 72hour fast to demand
comprehensive reform and
passage of the DREAM
Act. MRNY also organized
2,100 members—the largest
delegation from New York
City—to travel to Washington
DC for a march for
immigration reform that drew
over 200,000 people.

MRNY combatted hate
crimes by helping to
pass legislation to
require improved
reporting and by
helping to catalyze
a major public
education initiative to
celebrate diversity
and encourage victims
to report hate crimes.

COMBATING HATE
& DISCRIMINATION
After MRNY’s research
uncovered systematic
discrimination, with help
from the New York State
Attorney General, MRNY won
a campaign to require more
than 60 American Eagle
Outfitters stores to revise
their policies to ensure equal
employment opportunities
and respectful treatment for
transgender employees.
In response to the wave
of hate crimes against
immigrants and LGBTQ
residents of Staten Island,
MRNY members organized
massive demonstrations,
bringing this problem
to the attention of the
international media,
elected officials and
the wider public. We
are currently leading
an intensive, grassroots
community reconciliation
process to address the
root causes of tension on
Staten Island.

At our first annual walk for justice walk-a-thon,
300 low-income members raised $50,000 to support
our communities.

MRNY’s student leaders and
key allies won our campaign
to stop the proposed
elimination of free student
Metrocards, ensuring free
school transportation for
hundreds of thousands of
NYC students and protecting
low-income families from
unjust financial burden.

Provided critical
legal services to
more than 2,800
households and
helped 1,162 adults
learn English, develop
literacy and computer
skills, earn a GED, or
become citizens.

While historically only 8% of
residents in our communities
go to college, this year
MRNY’s innovative youthled college access program,
the Student Success Center,
assisted 75% of graduating
seniors from four Bushwick
high schools in applying
to six or more colleges.
This fall, MRNY opened a
second Center to serve four
additional high schools in
Elmhurst, Queens.
We also preserved access to
vital adult literacy programs
citywide, by working with
allies to prevent tens of
millions of dollars in budget
cuts to these important
programs.

We placed 97
individuals in jobs
with an average wage
of $12.25 Per hour,
and provided job
readiness training to
271 individuals.

SECURING TENANT
RIGHTS
MRNY spearheaded the
passage of the Multiple
Dwellings Registration Act,
city legislation that will end
impunity for lawless landlords
and help tens of thousands
of tenants to better protect
themselves and their families
from hazardous housing
conditions.

We enrolled
200 community
residents in fuerza
cooperativa, a
new program that
provides access to
banking services for
mrny members and
improves membership
dues collection.

