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SIGNALMEN OF AMERICA, BROTHERHOOD
OF RAILROAD

Address: 4849 North Western Ave., Chicago
I. CarRONOLOGY

1901 Organized.

1908 Merged with Railway Inter-Lockers of North America; In-
dependent Order of Signalmen; and Interlockers, Switch and
Signalmen’s Union.

1914 Affiliated with AFL.

1928 Suspended by AFL.

‘ I1I. PuBLICATIONS
1. Proceedings.
3rd-8th ann., 1910-1915; 10th-13th ann., 1917-1920; 14th-16th
bien., 1922-1926; 20th-22nd bien., 1934-1938

2. Constitutions.
1908; ann. 1917-1920; bien. 1922-1930; 1933; 1934; 1936

3. Journal.
Published as: (Mount Morris, I11.)
1920-1941+ : The Signalman’s Journal

STATION AGENTS, ORDER OF RAILROAD

. CuroNoLOGY

1906 Organized.
1920 Seceding faction organized American Railway Agents’ Asso-
ciation (gq.v.).
19237 Disbanded.
II. PuBLICATIONS

1. Constitutions. .
1910; 1914; 1920 (1910 with journal)

2. Journal.
Published as: (Boston)
1910- ¢ : ... Offictal Manual

1912%-Jan 1915%: The Station Agent
1918%-1920: The Station Agents’ Magazine
1921-Jul 1923: The Station Agent

(NS, 1921. Ceased publication)



80 TRADE UNION PUBLICATIONS

STATION EMPLOYEES, BROTHERHOOD OF RAILROAD

I. CuroNoLOGY
1908 Organized.

II. PusLicaTIiONS
1. Proceedings.
3rd-9th ann., 1911-1917; 10th, 1919; 11th, 1921 (all with
journal)
2. Constitutions.
trien. 1910-1919
3. Journal.
Published as: (Boston)
1910%-1912: Annual Review and Official Journal of the . . .
1913-1928%: The Station Employee

SWITCHMEN'S MUTUAL AID ASSOCIATION OF
NORTH AMERICA

I. CuroNoLOGY
1886 Organized.
1889 Affiliated with The Supreme Council of United Orders of Rail-
way Employes (g. v.).
1894 Disbanded. Remnants organized Switchmen’s Union of North
America (g.v.).

II. PuBLicATIONS
1. Constitutions.
1892
2. Journal.

Published as: (‘Chicago)
1886-Jul 1894 : Switchmen’s Journal (Ceased publication)
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SWITCHMEN'S UNION OF NORTH AMERICA

Address: 3 Linwood Ave., Buffalo
I. CeroNoLOGY

1894 Organized by remnant of Switchmen’s Mutual Aid Associa-
tion (gq..). '
1907 Affiliated with AFL.

II. PuBLICATIONS
(Code Number: S2)
1. Proceedings.

[1st, 1894; 2nd, 1895; 3rd, 1897]; 4th, 1898; 5th, 1900; 6th,
1901; 7th-13th bien., 1903-1915; 14th-19th trien., 1918-1933;
20th, 1937; 21st, 1941 (4th with journal)
2. Reports. '
Officers: 1907-1941 (in conv. years)
3. Constitutions.
1894; 1900; bien. 1901-1915; trien. 1918-1933; 1937; 1941
4. Journal.
Published as: (Buffalo)
1898-1941+ : Journal of the ...
Editors:
Nov 1898-Jun 1901: M. J. Ford, Jr.
Jul 1901-Jun 1903 : Thomas Meaney
Jul 1903-May 1909: F. M. Cassidy
Jun 1909-Jul 1927: W. H. Thompson
Aug-Sep 1927: C. B. Lightfoot
Oct 1927-1941+ : W. J. Trost

ITIT. CriTiQuEe oF PuBLicATIONS

The Switchmen’s Mutual Aid Association, first recorded union
' of this craft, was founded in 1886 and passed out of existence in
July 1894 after a series of reverses—the Northwestern strike of
1891, the formation of the American Railway Union on an indus-
trial basis, and the disappearance of the secretary-treasurer with
the funds of the organization. Although the Switchmen’s Union
of North America was founded three months after its prede-
cessor had disbanded, only a skeleton membership remained, and
the new union remained unstable in membership and finances for
several years. The convention of 1898 decided to create a jour-
nal and instructed each lodge to contribute twenty cents per mem-
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ber for its support, but the journal actually remained the private
property of its first editor, M. J. Ford, until 1901.

The first issues of the Journal consnst.ed mainly of editorials and
letters from members. The editorials praised the work of the new
organization, discussed the failure of the Switchmen’s Mutual Aid
Association and debated the methods by which the new union might
avoid the mistakes of the old. The letters were numerous, and for
the first seven or eight years the correspondence section comprised
more than half of each issue. FEach issue also contained a few
articles on general problems of the labor movement. Very little
apart from strictly trade union material appeared in the journal.

With the accession of F. M. Cassidy, a Socialist, to the editorship
in 1903, the journal took on a more political character. Under
Cassidy’s editorship, the correspondence section exhibited wide
differences of opinion on such matters as craft versus industrial
unionism and various aspects of socialism. The autonomous craft
union policy of the Switchmen was sharply criticized by some
members, who favored the industrial type of unionism and sup-
ported Debs’ attempts to form an industrial union of railroad
workers. The industrial unionists were also supported by Cassidy
in the editorial columns.

‘Cassidy was removed from the editorship in 1909 because of his
failure to support the policies of the union. The new editor an-
nounced that the journal would be run on a strictly “trade union”
basis, without ties to any political party. Editorials were con-
tinued and indeed increased in volume, but were now concerned
primarily with the organizing problems and achievements of the
union. The correspondence section declined somewhat in size.
Reprinted material, which had begun to appear as early as 1902,
took over a larger portion of the journal. In addition to reprinted
articles, a miscellaneous section of reprinted news items was in-
cluded in each issue. The general style of the journal remained
substantially unchanged from 1909 to 1925. In the early twen-
ties, much space was given to testimony before and decisions of the
Railroad Labor Board. Decisions were printed in full, accom-
panied by editorial summaries.

In 1925 the journal was enlarged and its content considerably
changed. The correspondence section was further reduced. A
president’s page, devoted to news of union activities and problems,
virtually supplanted the editorial section, though a few general
editorials continued to appear. The journal was dominated in-
creasingly by reprinted material, drawn malnly from the Federa-
twm.st from releases by the AF L news service, and from articles
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appearing in Labor, the publication of the standard railroad or-
ganizations. By 1929 most of each issue consisted of articles
written by the editorial staff of Labor, with chief emphasis on
general news.

Throughout the journal’s history much space was devoted to
relation between the Switchmen’s Union and the Brotherhood of
Railroad Trainmen. The Trainmen’s policy of actively soliciting
the membership, of the Switchmen was considered a grave threat
to the security of the Switchmen’s Union. In addition, since
the Northwestern'strike in which the Trainmen continued to work,
the Switchmen had accused the Trainmen of strike-breaking. The
Switchmen, a strictly craft organization, disapproved of the semi-
industrial Trainmen’s union, which included switchmen, brake-
men, and conductors. - Almost every issue of the journal contained
some reference to this problem.

The reports of convention proceedings were summaries rather
than verbatim records and indicated only the final action taken
on each subject. The reports of officers and committees to the con-
vention, however, gave full descriptions of the progress of the
organization, the most important strikes, wage demands and
achievements, the handling of grievances, and the principal Rail-
road Labor Board decisions. The report of each officer also con-
tained a day by day summary of his work since the last convention.
The secretary-treasurer’s report contained a detailed financial state-
ment with itemized receipts and expenditures, lists of death and
disability benefit claims paid, and receipts from each local for
special assessments. ‘

TELEGRAPHERS, ORDER OF RAILROAD

Address: 3673 W. Pine Blvd., St. Louis

I. CuroNoLOGY

1886 Organized as Order of Railway Telegraphers.
1891 Merged with Brotherhood of Telegraphers under present name.
1899 Affiliated with AFL.

II. PuBLicaTIONS
1. Proceedings.
5th, 1890 ; 8th, 1893; 9th, 1894 11th, 1897 ; 12th, 1899; spec.,
1900 ; 14th-20th bien., 1903-1915; 29nd, 1919 ; 23rd-29th trien.,
1921-1939 (all with journal)
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2. Constitutions. .
1888; 1897; ann. 1899-1901; bien. 1903-1921; trien. 1924-1936

3. Journal.
Published as: (La Porte, Ia.; Vinton, Ia.; St. Louis)
Aug 1885-1891%: The Railway Telegrapher
189121941+ : The Railroad Telegrapher

TELEGRAPHERS, DISPATCHERS, AGENTS AND
SIGNALMEN, ORDER OF RAILROAD

_ I. CHroNoLOGY
1907 Organized.

II. PusricaTIONS
1. Journal.
Published as: (Philadelphia)
1907-1920: The Railroad Wire and Signal
(Ceased publication. V. 12 omitted in numbering)

TRAIN DISPATCHERS' ASSOCIATION, AMERICAN

Address: 10 Huron St., E., Chicago
I. "CuronovrocY

1917 Organized as Western Dispatchers’ Association.
1918 Adopted present name.

I1. PusLicaTIONS

1. Proceedings.

9nd-4th ann., 1919-1921; 5th-Sth bien., 1923-1929; 9th-12th

trien., 1932-1941 (all with journal)
2. Constitutions.

1920; 1921; 1929; 1932; 1935
3. Journal. )
. Published as: (Chicago)

1919-1941+ : The Train Dispatcher
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TRAINMEN, BROTHERHOOD OF RAILROAD

Address: 820 Superior Ave., W., Cleveland

1883

1886
1889

1890
1891

I. CuronoLOGY

Organized as Brotherhood of Railroad Brakemen of the
« Western Hemisphere.

Changed name to Brotherhood of Railroad Brakemen. ,

Affiliated with The Supreme Council of United Orders of Rail-

way Employes (g.v.).

Changed name to Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen.

Expelled from The Supreme Council of United Orders of Rail-

way Employes.

II. PuBLICATIONS

(Code Number: T2)

1. Proceedings.

1st-Tth ann., 1884-1890; spec. 1891; 8th-18th bien., 1893-1913;
19th-24th trien., 1916-1931; 25th, 1935; 26th, 1939

2." Reports.

Officers: 1913-1930 (in conv. years)

President and Editor-Manager: ann. 1931-1936
Secretary-Treasurer: ann. 1931-1936

Board of Appeals: ann. 1931-1934

Board of Insurance: ann. 1931-1933

Board of Trustees: ann. 1931-1935

‘3. Constitutions.

ann. 1884-1891; bien. 1893-1913; trien. 1916-1931; 1935; 1939

4, Journal.

Published as: (Burlington, Ill.; Rock Island, Ill.; Galesburg,
I1L.; Cleveland)
Oct-Nov 1884: Railroad Reporter
Nov 1884-Aug 1886: Western Railroader
Aug 1886-1899: Railroad Brakemen’s Journal
1890-1907: Raslroad Trainmen’s Journal
1908-1941+ : The Railroad Trainman
(Railroad Reporter and Western Railroader were privately -
published journals endorsed by the union as its official
organs.)
Editors:
Aug 1886-Nov 1889: Edward F. O’Shea
Dec 1889-Nov 1891: L. W. Rogers
Dec 1891-Mar 1928: D. L. Cease
Apr 1928-1930: W. N. Doak
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1931-Apr 1933: J. A. Farquharson
May-Oct 1933: W. N. Doak :

Feb 1934-Aug 1939: J. A. Farquharson
Sep 1939-1941+ : S. R. Harvey

III. CriTiQUE OF PUBLICATIONS

The Railroad Brakemen’s Journal was established as the official
organ of the Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen in 1886. Prior
to this date two privately printed magazines, the Raclroad Re-
porter of Burlington, Towa, and the Western Radlroader of Rock
Island, Illinois, had been used as official journals by the Brother-
hood.

For several years the new journal consisted mainly of articles
reprinted from other sources, fiction, official union notices, and
letters from the locals. The letters dealt mainly with local news
and problems pertaining to working conditions, such as safety
measures and Sunday work. There were also a few editorials
dealing with matters of direct concern to the union, such as pre-
vention of accidents, benefit plans, financial difficulties, and rela-
tions with other internationals.

The convention of 1889 elected L. W. Rogers editor and
manager. Rogers considered the journal an independent voice
and felt that he was under no obligation to support the policies of
the Brotherhood unless he agreed with them. He was finally re-
moved from the editorship when he refused to defend the action of
the Brotherhood in continuing to work on the Northwestern Rail-
road while the Switchmen were on strike in 1891.

After Rogers’ departure the editorship was made an appointive
office under the president and D. L. Cease was appointed editor in
1892. The general style of the journal remained unchanged. Re-
printed articles continued to occupy about one-fourth of the space.
Correspondence increased in volume, and instead of reporting
local news the writers concentrated increasingly on general union
matters and on discussions of railroad life and problems. The
editorials covered virtually the same range of subjects as the
letters.

In 1896 the journal was given the form which it retained
throughout Cease’s editorship. The journal was divided into
three main sections. General essays were given a prominent place.
For the first few years these essays dealt with such economic and
social problems as the single tax, distribution theory, and mono-
poly. Later they became factual descriptions of cities, foreign
countries and their railroads, industries, and unions. The corres-
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pondence section was further enlarged until by 1915 it comprised
almost half of each issue. The letters were mainly discussions of
union issues of the day, reminiscences of old members on the
achievements of the union, and descriptions of working conditions.
The third subdivision was an editorial section, which covered sub-
jects ranging from Brotherhood news to national affairs. An in-
creased interest in legislative activities can be seen in the trend of
the editorials over this period. In 1922, however, the space de-
voted to editorials was drastically reduced.

In 1981 a president’s department was created which virtually
. replaced the editorial section. The president discussed Brother-
hood topics and defended his actions in wage negotiations, support
of legislation and political candidates, and relations with other in-
ternationals. A brief experiment in publishing the journal as a
semi-monthly newspaper was made in 1938, but in December of
that year monthly publication was resumed.

One of the most important issues throughout the union’s history
was its relations with other unions. The Brotherhood included in
its membership yardmen and conductors as well as brakemen, and
serious jurisdictional disputes often arose between it and the
Switchmen’s and Conductors’ unions. Its journal, convention pro-
ceedings, and officers’ reports contained frequent criticisms of the
two rival unions and proposals for consolidation of the three
groups. The earliest and most bitter dispute was with the Switch-
men over the Northwestern strike of 1891. As a result of the
Trainmen’s actions during this strike, the Switchmen combined
with the Conductors to expel them from the Supreme Council of
the United Order of Railway Employees. During the thirties,
disputes arose between President Whitney of the Trainmen and
President Harrison of the Railway Clerks over the conduct of the
Railway Labor Executives Association, which was entrusted with
joint negotiation of wage agreements with the railroads.

The union’s benefit system received much space in its publica-
tions as early as 1893. An extensive system of death and dis-
ability benefits, funeral benefits, tuberculosis funds, and pensions
was built up by the union, and the administration of this system
was under almost continuous discussion. In 1931 an “Individual
Reserve Department” was created with the object of placing in-
surance on an actuarial basis which would assure safety and
strength, and all other insurance departments of the union were
absorbed in the new department.

Like other railroad unions, the Trainmen have been much in-
terested in legislation. Legislative committees were established in
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the states, in Washington, and in Ottawa as early as 1891 to pro-
mote legislation of interest to railroad men. The Trainmen were
chiefly concerned with the passage of adequate railroad labor legis-
lation and levelled much criticism at the Transportation Act of
1920 and the Railway Labor Act of 1926, which failed to meet
their demands. The legislative committees attempted also to pro-
mote the passage of carlimit laws and full-crew laws, each of
special interest to trainmen. A full description of the efforts to
secure such legislation appeared -in the publications. Another
major object of the union was to reduce the number of accidents
to railroad men. Many campaigns for safety measures, waged in
the state legislatures as well as in Washington, were described in
the publications.

- The main problem confronting the union after 1929 was to find
methods of alleviating unemployment. The method most fre-
quently advocated was adoption of the six-hour day, combined with
a limitation on the amount of mileage which one man could ac-
cumulate in a month. In addition to these division of work plans,
strict government regulation of motor carriers was advocated to
combat the encroachments' made by buses and motor trucks on
passenger and freight hauls. Railroad consolidations were also
bitterly opposed by the Trainmen on the ground that they added to
general unemployment.

While the issues discussed by the union’s conventions were the
same as those discussed in the journal, the convention proceedings
frequently provide additional information, particularly on intra-
union disputes. Except during Rogers’ editorship, the journal
represented the views of incumbent union officers. In the conven-
tion proceedings, however, both sides of all factional conflicts were
represented. Thus, there were numerous convention disputes be-
tween the Whitney faction and the Lee faction, self-styled
“liberals” and ‘“‘conservatives”, which finally ended when Whitney
won the presidency in 1928.

The officers’ reports also contained much information not found
elsewhere. The presidents’ reports included a history and discus-
sion of every strike, lengthy details of every general wage change,
summaries of most grievance adjustments handled by international
representatives, texts of arbitration awards and their history, and
a very full report of the work of the legislative committees. The
report of the secretary-treasurer contained a detailed account of
each union fund, a list of amounts paid in benefit claims, and
membership statistics. The trustees’ reports were summaries of
the secretary-treasurer’s report plus such information as strike
benefits paid and shortages in funds.
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TRAINMEN AND LOCOMOTIVE FIREMEN, ASSOCIATION
OF COLORED RAILWAY

1. CurorNoLOGY
1912 Organized.
1918 Reorganized as Association of Colored Railway Trainmen.
1936 Changed name to Association of Colored Railway Trainmen
" and Locomotive Firemen.

II. PuBLiCATIONS
1. Proceedings.
2nd, 1919; 6th, 1923; 7th, 1924; 9th, 1926 ; 12th; 1929 ; 13th,
1930
2. Constitutions.
1926

TRANSPORT SERVICE EMPLOYEES OF AMERICA, UNITED

Address: 3451 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago
I. CeroNoLoGY

1937 Organized as International Brotherhood of Red C‘aps
1940 Adopted present name.

II. PuBLricaTiONS

1. Proceedings.

1st, 1938; 2nd, 1940
2. Constitutions.

1938; 1940
3. Journal.

Published as: (Chicago)

1937-1941+ : Bags and Baggage
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YARDMASTERS OF AMERICA, RAILROAD

Address: 312 First National Bank Bldg., 33 N. High St.,
Columbus, Ohio

I. CHroNoLOGY
1918 Organized.
1925 Seceding faction- organized Railroad Yardmasters of North
America, Inec. (g.2.). ‘

II. PusricATIONS
1. Proceedings.
1921; 1924; 5th-17th ann., 1927-1939
2. Constitutions.
1921; 1924; 1928; 1930; 1933
3. Journal.
Published as: (Columbus, Ohio)
1919-1941+ : Railroad Y ardmaster

YARDMASTERS OF NORTH AMERICA, INC., RAILROAD

I. CuroNoLoGY

1925 Organized by seceding faction of Railroad Yardmasters of
America (q.v.).

I1. PusricaTions

1. Proceedings.

3rd, 1929 ; 4th, 1930
2. Constitutions.

19251¢
3. Journal

Published as: (Buffalo)

1925-Mar 19312: The Railroad Y ardmasters Magazine



