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NURSES AND DOCTORS AT WORK

Williamson invited me to think of what would have happened, had the
nurse not fought with the resident and instead started tube feedings. He
would have been blamed for what happened. Why didn’t he listen harder,
question further? In this instance, he received no credit for success. But
had he remained silent, he would have shouldered lots of blame.

Dave Latham describes an even more interesting situation. While he
was working on the neurological unit at an Illinois hospital, a patient
came in to be diagnosed. The patient was just staring into space, almost
catatonic. The nurse who was taking care of him told the doctor she
thought that the patient was having seizures and suggested that they give
him Valium. After much discussion, the doctor finally agreed. The patient
got the Valium and woke right up. Instead of thanking the nurse, the doc-
tor said, “I hate it when the nurses are right.”



